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JLADY ANNE ak^ LADV JANS. 



Well, Harry/' sj^id JVfr. Percy to hU 
son, " which of oiy fair and noble wards 
am I to call daughter ? You have beeu 
seemingly a long time suspei^ded lik«e M3^ . 
hornet's tomb between two qi^agoets." 

** Alas for Mahornet's tomb, ray dear 
father, if it be not more equally balanced- 
than my aflfections.** 

" Then what think you of another si* 
mile — a child that is undecided whether 
to choose a peach or a nectarine V* 

" No — that will not do; because the 
child has probably his choice of either, 
and I h^k^9l not mine of- the ladies in ques- 
tion/' — - 

VOL.1. B ** But 
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2 LADY ANNE^ ANB LADY JAKE; 

"But I think you may h^v^.^^^lAdy 
iVnne Mortimer w a grand lovely creature ! 
vA?«iJ)«ight dark* teyet she hasi'' 

." Y^— a^d what fascmaring eyes, co- 
lour unkuowf), ^ts Lady Jane Langley I 
I am sure I know mil whether they be 
gray, blue, or hazel,«^but by turns I be* 
SeTetheyareali three,— -and like a thange- 
^e silk, they are beautiful to the sight 
without pne*s being aWe to tdl what is 
th« predomimmt hue.^ 

** Eyes like cftangeaWe silk,' Harry ^ 
Humpli! I hopd you do not extend the 
mrAh to her La^ysfcip's temper?" 

"To her humour I do, and like her 
the better for it — 

• From grare to gay, from lively to severe/** 

" That may be a recommendation to a 
mistress, Harry, but surely not to a wife. — 
Bright-coloured : silfcs, to borrow your 
metaphor in part, are not good for every 
day wear ^ one of a more «ober and even 

colour 
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l.ADy ANNE AND LADY JANE. 8 

colour would do better. Lady Anne is the 
woman for a wife ; she is not so dazzlii^ 
as her cousin, but I think her more 
estimable — nay, she has more beauty also, 
for she has certainly better features/' 

** Better features, sir ! So she has, I dare 
say, according to measurement : but there 
is <me thing which Lady Jane has, 
which her cousin wants, and without 
which a beauty is almost plain, and with 
which a plain woman is almost beautiful-* 
•and that is charm^ or, as the French call 
it, agrimenL — It is what i^omen feel in 
our sex, but cannot understand in their 
€/wn ; and when they, see us admire a wo- 
man in whom they can discover no personid 
attraction, they begin measuring her nose 
and her mouth, and criticizing the colour 
of her eyes, and hair, and complexion, 
till they end with * In short, 1 call her 
{dain, and think it is niadness*^in men to ad- 
mire h^r/ And to this gift called ^ charm,' 
-»j.>.;> b2 and 
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4 LADY ANNE AND LADY JANE. 

and which I believe to have been Psyche's 
celebrated box of beauty. Lady Jane adds 
handsome if n»t regular features, and a 
form, a complexion '* 

** By no means as fine as Lady Anne's/* 

" Why, perhaps not ; for sometimes 
^ she's pale, and sometimes red ; and Lady 
Anne's colour is permanent and unva- 
xybg." 

*' Unvarying, Harry ! when her bloom 
is every moment deepened by the blush cdF 
feeling and modesty— while her tall figure 
and majestic carriage inspire respect as 
well as admiration." 

*' There again, sir — ^it is that very 
height, that very majesty that I do not 
admire. — ^Not but that Lady Jane can be 
majestic too — but she had rather please 
than awe ; rather attract than repeU* 

'' Lady Jane majestic ! By the side of 
Lady Anne she is rather short than other- 



wise." 



" Short 
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Z-ADY ANNE AND LADY JANE. 5 

" Short by the side of Lady Anne! to 
be sure she is — an acacia by the side of a 
Lombardy poplar ! Lady Anne is 

* Tall and as straight as a poplar tree. 
And her cheeks are as red as a rose :' 

but she wants grace ^ — and so does a pop- 
lar. There's Lady Jane throwing her 
lovely person into a thousand graceful at- 
titudes like a bending woodbine, while her 
cousin sits in one posture like a cedar of 
Lebanon. . Lady Jane i$ a beautiful run* 
hing accompaniment, while Lady Anne is 
four minims in a bar. Besides, Lady Anne 
often speaks disagreeable truths, and Lady 
Jane none but agreeable ones." 

*' In short, my dear son, you are in 
love with Lady Jane, and to a man in love 
there is only one beautiful woman in the 
world/^ 

** There you wrong me, sir, — I think 
Lady Anne very handsome, and I adore 
her virtues ; and if she would bvit conde- 
scend 
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6 LADY ANNE AND LADY JANE. ' 

scend to be a greeable^ she would be ir- 
resistible." 

" Well, well, I see all hope for her is 
over, and I am sorry for it ; — for I fear 
that you like Lady Jane, and Lady Anne 
likes you/* 

" I hope not. But, sir, doji't you think 
Lady Jane loves me a Utile ?*^ 

"I can't tell — ^for that ^ ckarm^ as 
you call it, throws such a bright halo 
round her, that I have as yet been unabl^ 
to see her clearly enough to discern what 
her real feelings are. — ^However, as my 
first wish is to see you happy, and as you 
can only be so with the woman of your 
heart, I will watch Lady Jane. I should 
have preferred Lady Anne. Besides, she 
has a great fortune, and her cousin com* 
parativtiy a small one. • But you have 
wealth enough, and more than enough 
with Your late uncle's, in possession, and 
mine in prospect: therefore you can please 

yourself 
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I^ADY ANNS AN© hAUY JANE. 7 

yourself without violating the dictates of 
worldly prudence ; and I hope I shiil liv^ 
at least to see you married/* 

" I hope you will live/* said Harry 
Ffercy aflfecdonately, ** to see me and- my 
children married, dear sir.** TheUrSeeing 
lady Jane and Lady Anne in the garden, 
he eagerly ran to meet thera. 

It would indeed have been more folr 
Hsffry Percy's interest to marry Lady 
Anne, as, not from vice but thoEghtless- 
ness, he had, though but just five-and- 
-Cwenty, been forced to mortgage his only 
ttnentailed estate so considerably, that, as 
he had no ready money, a large sum with 
a wife could alone set him free ; and as he 
knew that his father had no money to spare, 
he had carefully concealed from him an em- 
barrassment which be well knew it would 
distress him not to be able to remove* 

Lady Jane was the daughter of the 

Earl 
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8 2<Al>.y AHKl AMD tADY JA>IB* 

Earl of JM-PP~:-, and Lady Anne of the 

Marquis of D , and both were left by 

their fathers to the guar<tianfihip of Mr. 
Percy. As Mrs. Percy was living when 
these noblemen died, her husband's wards 
came to reside with her ; and till he w^t 
abroad with a tutor at the age of eighteen, 
Percy had many opportunities of being 
v^ith the young and beautiful cousins, of 
whom one wa^ four, the other three years 
younger than himself. 

At one-and*twenty he returned, and 
found Lady Jane, who with her cousin had 
been presented at court, a reigning belle 
in the fashionable world, and more full of 
fascination than eyer : but though courted 
by all who beheld her, her eyes seemed, 
he thought, to look as tenderly as ever on 
him. Not so Lady Anne's j her eyes never 
sought his; on the contrary, they seemed 
to avoid them : and when he returned, 

after 
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2.ik3lY AKNI ANJd JLADT |A»S« 9 

after a long and severe iHnesss, during 
Vfhkb Im life was despaired of, ^(me 
wounded fai8 seif^loTe, while the otheY 
soothed it. Lzdj Asne, when she saw 
faim, was so struck with the^aage in Ms 
appearance that shd codd not at fin^ 
speak i and when she did, it was to say ia 
a fabering v€)ice, and with eyes filled widi 
tears, — *^ Oh ! Harry, bow HI you look ! 
I declare I should scarcely have known 
you ! and you look so old !** 

^* Don't mind what that raven says, 
Harry,'* exclaimed Lady Jane, *^ ^e al- 
ways sees the worst side of every thing ; 
and I assure you / think, though you look 
as if you had been unwell^ you never 
looked handsomer nor younger in your 
life/' 

Ebirry held a hand of each at this mo- 
ment; and It is certain that he pressed Lady 
lane^s very tenderly, while he held Lady 
Anne's $o cdkily that she withdrew it.— 
B 5 From 
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10 LADT ANNE AMD LADY JANE. 

Wrcarx that moment Lady Jane stood on a 
vantage ground with Harry Percy whidi 
i^e newr lost j for he thought the remark 
of ^Lady Jane kind, that .of the other 
cruel ; and though : deeply impressed be-^ 
fore he went abroad in fovour of Lady 
Anne, he saw not, he heeded not, he un- 
derstood not the faltering voice, th^ ia<% 
voluitory tears that accompanied her re-» 
inark,-^a remark impelled by real tender-r 
ness thrown by the anxi^ies of tenderness^ 
completely oflF its guard. Nor did he ob- 
serve that, though her words were flatter* 
ing, Lady Jane's feelings were cold* He 
therefore bankhed Lady Anne from his 
best aflPections, and received Lady Jane ta 
them, — like many others, rejecting the 
Substance for the shadow. 

Lady Anne socm saw, and secretly de- 
plored, the superiority of Lady Jane*s in- 
fluence over Percy to her own ; for she 
thought she loved him better, than h^ 

cousin. 
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cousin, and for his oum sake she widied 
ifaat be bad preferred her. . fiut hers'wab 
no common mind^ no common ofaaractc^ 
She thought that pas^oos wezte gi^^ us 
for our slaves, not our tyrants ; and the 
h^e which wa&not tikely to<be returned^ 
she felt it her duty £rst to conceal, anil 
uldmately to xubdnce^ or at lea^t to keep 
imhin proper bounds. But her triab weie 
serere; and while ^e witnessed the pro* 
gress of Percy's attachment to Lady Jane, 
^e sighed to think how h^py such erh 
dencesof love would have made her ; and 
she sighed the more, because she felt as^ 
sured that this devoted love was thrown 
away on one who was too volatile to feel 
Ae^value of it. No wonder, therefore, that 
the usually brusque and severe manner of 
Lady jAmne ^lemld' become still more ^. 

**The carriage has been at the dbor 
diis hour, Jane^ and Mrs^ Corbet and I 
have beent waiting twenty^ nunuc^ foi 

- ^ you,*' 
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12 J^APY AKNS AND I»At>y JANE. 

you/' aaid X>ady Anne one moriibg, 
«« and yet you are not ready ^t is very 
stiaage you can never be^punctuaL'' 

" Nor yoM patieni^ Anne.'* 

" What is the matter?*' said Percy 
entering. ^' Lady Anne, you look disturb* 
ed." 

^^ Oh ! ^e has only been scolding me, 
-as usual." 

^ Scolding you?" 

^ Y0U9 1 suppose, think no one can be 
so hard-hearted as to scold such a diiHU 
Bity !" replied Lady Anne with a laugh 
that was no laugh. 

^^ But what has Lady Jane done ?" 

^^ Stve is not ready, according to custom 
*— and I am sure, Harry, I have heard you 
say that punctuality is a virtue." 

** Truei-'-but is not impatience a viceV* 

** There^ Anne ! do you hear that?" 

*^ I do," slie replied, blusliing deq>Iy 
6rom pain at being reproved by the man she 

loved; 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



X.A3>Y AMHl AKD hAtfV JANS. IS 

loved ; ^' and I dar^ say, yes—*! was-^I 
am too impatient/' 

" Anaahle candour ♦'* cried Pa'cy : 
^^ and I in return must own that I think 
Lady Jane's halm g£ not being punctual 
a most vile one, and' " 

^^ What is that you are saying, young 
gentleman?" said Lady Jane turning 
round from the glass, at ^irhich she was 
adjusting har head-dress, and boking at 
him with one of her most arch looks and 
dimpled smiles. 

'^ I was saymg the truth— 'that you are 
not perfect;" but looking fcxidly and 
even familtariy in her face as he spoke, 

* If to thy share some femak errors ^, 
Look in thy face and one fiorgets them ail/ 

** Thank ye, yoimg roan— very civil, 
and vary new* But Lady Anne has a face 
also, and a very handsome cme it is.-' 

^^ But not a face to be looked up at as 

yours 
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16 LADY AMNl AND X.ADT JANS* 

her voice faltered, — **I meant that my 
face had not the charms of yours, and 
^erefore was not Iikeiy to be looked at 
soj so fondly." 

*' Well said, modest, hmnble Lady 
Anne ! But I must tell Harry, — may I ?** 

*' If you please ; for the disingenuous* 
ness of being silent ^hen you accused me 
before, is on my mind." 

^* What a delicate conscieiure is thine V 
said Lady Jane laughing. 

** O Percy !" she exclaimed, as he re- 
turned and hung over her delighted while 
he handed her down stairs, ^^ I have Anne's 
confessions to make." And Lady Anne 
staid behind till she thought all was said. 
Then, with one of her most majestic looks, 
she gave him her hand when he returned 
to meet h^. But if she meant the look 
to awe Percy into forbearing to compli* 
ftient her on Her modest idea of her own 
face, it was thrown away; for be felt 

that 
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JLADY AKNE AND I.ADY JAKE. 17 

that vbat Lady Anne i^d was justy — he 
could not have looked at her in. that man- 
ner,— and he was too honest to say what 
he could not mean. Whether Lady Anne 
suspected this truth I know not ; but she 
felt sad and uncomfortable^ and was very 
glad I^ercy did not accompany them in 
their drive. 

It is very certain that Lady Jane dearly 
loved Lady Anne, and when alone with 
her every feeling but of aflFection towards 
her was at rest ; but when with her in the 
presence of others, she had such a con- 
sciousness of Lady Anne^s superiority, and 
tuch a restless dread lest others should per- 
ceive it too, that she could not be easy 
"without playing upon her noble cousin, and 
pointing out the bad style of her dress, and 
her occasi<mal roughness of reproofs and 
manner. There are two sorts of jealousy : 
-—the one struts a heroine with a poisoned 
bowl and bloody dagger — the other is only 

armed 
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18 JLADY ANNE AND JLADY JANB^ 

armed with pins and needles, and is no he^ 
roine at all : — but she makes such a use of 
her weapons, that she does as much and 
more harm to domestic happiness, and the 
interests of society, than her more lofty and 
impassioned' sister. — This anti-heroic jea- 
lousy was felt by Lady Jane, and it im- 
pelled her to stick pins, that is, to inflict 
trifling wounds on Lady Anne, except 
when aUne^ and then afiection was tri- 
umphant. 

" My dearest Anne,** said Lady lane 
during their drive, " I am afraid 1 di^- 
stressed you by my flippancy just now ?** 

<« No— you oiily fretted me, and to that 
I am pretty well accustomed.*' 

" How sorry I am ! But I will learn it> 
behave better — indeed I ^ ill— for I am 
sure I love you, Anne! tenderly love you/*^ 

'* It would be strange if you did not, 
Jane I it would be strange if two orphans 
like usy le£t to the care of the same guar-- 

dian» 
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LADY ANNE AND LADY JAN£. It 

dian^ and nearly akin iii bloody diould not 
love each other. It would be unnatural, 
it would be base.** 

^^Aye, indeed; and I should be wickedly 
ungrateful, Anne, if I did not love you-*« 
for you are so kind to me! How should I 
get out of the embarrassments my extra- 
vagance involves me in but for you? " 

"Nonsense!" replied Lady Anne. "I 
have so few wants myself, that I can supply 
yours — ^and I have a pleasure in doing so/' 

Here the coach stopped at a shop in 
Bond^street, and the door was instantly 
thronged with fashionable men. Away 
flew atl the pensive, sentimental graces 
Lady Jane's countenance had worn as she 
gazed on the saddened one of Lady Anne, 
and she beamed on the beaux from the 
door of the carriage in all the brilliance 
of a reigning belle. 

^' I think I see Lady Anne in yon 
VOL, I. B 10 corner,** 
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comer," said Loal Larimar> — ^* I bepe 
berladydiip/'fi well,-' bowing rery respect* 
fuUy^ having only given Lady Jane a nod. 

The latter feJt tbediflfereace, and was 
ptqued. ^* No,*' she replied for her con- 
ain^ ** Lady Anne is very -unwell. Don't 
you «e. how she is muffled up ? ^* 

*' I ftevjer was better in my life,** said 
Lady Anne leaning forward, and speaking 
in .her nwat abrupt manner; ^ and nry 
being muffled up, as Lady Jane calls it^ 
k an act ef choice, not necessity.*' 

"You hear her; you sec she will not 
allow me to make an excuse for her old 
woman's dress. — ^Is she not, my lord, a 
beautiful blowsy ? '* 

" Beauttful she always is,** replied 
Lord Lorimer. 

/* Oh ! I know why you think so : — 
it is in return for Lady Anne's saying you 
tfere — but Idarenot repeat what she said." 

« You 
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LABV ANKB AND LA»Y JAKE. 21 

' ** You overpdw^r me. Lady Jane/* 
said Lord Lorimer doncdtfeiMy* 

** It is true,— fe fc ndt. Lady Antie ? 
Bid you not fei^ly extol (Lord Lorimer ?•* 
— ^added Lady Ja»e, well- knowing what 
h^ sinswer wofildbe. 

>' I never «peak against my consden<ie/ 
MipSied Lady Anne rdughly, ** and there- 
for I omld not do it/* 
r ** O iy, fy. Lady Anne ! what have you 
«kid i £ut indeeed, my lord, you need 
not look -so angry; for women, you know, 
are always- rude to those they like best.** 

" Yes, yes,-' said Lord Lorimer, " that 
k human nature/' 

** But it is not mine^ my lord, I assure 
you," cried Lady Anne angrily. " Lady 
Jane, I choose to drive on, for I am tired 
of this ndnsense/* So saying, she desired 
the footman to give her order, arid the 
coadh procefeded. 

*« Dear 
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22 LADY ANN£ AND JLADY f ANK. 

" Dear Anne!" said Lady Jane, " I see 
I have offended agaio.'' 

*' Yes; — I am angry now. — ^What 
could induce you to flatter that coxcomb 
Lord Lorimer at my expense ? ** 

** I am sure I don't know^ but I be- 
lieve it was from compassion, lest he 
should fiall in love with you ; — for your 
haugfadness, Anne, is as powerful a pre- 
servadve from the ^ects of your charms, 
as is the offensive smell of some beau- 
tiful 4»ut poisonous berries: their hue at« 
tracts, but their scent repek: th^-efore 
the thirsty traveller escapes/' 

*' Am I so very rude, so very repellent, 

Jane?" 

"Rather so, my dear; and but for 

my little hint to save the poor man's self- 
love, you would have made Lord Lorimer 
your foe for life." 

^' No great harm if I had. But how 

can. 
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can you deUght to talk such ^uff to 
these fopsy these Idimgers^ theK kiliers 
oftime?" 

^' Oh ! a very harmless amusement. I 
am only spreading a £ew weak nets for a 
few harmless, birds, a few hopping spar- 
rows, and they are so slender they can 
break them at any time.*' 

'^ But suppose^ in the meanwhile, a 
biid of real vahie should, angry at your 
kvity, escape from your net that is more 
skilfully woven T* , 

*^ Oh ! if yott mean Harry Percy ! be^ 
Ueve me, Anne, his heart is too surely 
mme. for almost any thing I can do to 
break the chain, — ^No, Anne, I fear no 
rival influence, not even yours." (Mrs. 
Corbet had j^ust alighted to go into a shop^ 
or Lady Jane would not have said this*) 

" Mine ! — It is unkind, Jane, to mock 
nelhuSf'" reptiediLady Anne : *' you may 
ws^ scorn all fear of me as a rival/^ 

«No 
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2i LADY AKMS AND LADY JANE. 

<< No stscb thii^, Lady Anne ! Of all 
ivomen m the wcurki, if you^ as Percy tays, 
\^ould but deign to be agreeable^ I should 
fear you with him, and every one.** 

** Does Percy say that of rae?" 

^ Yes :-~be thinks it is all you want 
to be irresistible/' 

•* I wish I had known that sooner !*' 
thought Lady Anne. 

** Positively, my dear girl,** continued 
Lady Jane^ *^ you are like a man who has 
the 20,000/. prize in his bureau, and 
win not give hioiself the trouble of claim- 
ing it. Here's a throat, white and round 
as ever I^idias formed, and yet you can^ 
ceal it as if it were hideous ! Here is hair^ 
jetty and glossy as a raven's plume, and 
you hide it undar a bashel,~^I mean a 
cap» — but it is a cap as big as a bushel ! 
And here isa foot, a model for a statuary, 
of which you don't suffer even the tip df 
a toe to be viable! My dear Afln^ if 

you 
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LADY ANNE A^Di LADY JANE. 25 

you were to condescend to shine forth in 
all your charnjs, I should hate you mor- 
tally/' 

*' Nay, this, i^ mere trifling," replied 
Lady Anne ; " why should I try to please ? 
The only anan, you know, as. ypu have 
unhappily surprised my Secreti whom I 
ever wished to please, is lost to me fpr 
ever, and * I can hope no more.' " 

The deep desponding tone in wbicli 
this was spoken aroused all the af- 
fectionate nature of Lady Jane, and she 
exclaimed — " pon't talk s6| Anne, I can't 
bear it ; and I would resign fifty Perci«s, 
ratlier than niake you wretched." 

** But there are not fifty Percies, Jaqe. 
Alas ! there is only one.'' 

" No, not in your foolish eyes; — but 
in mine there may be many :— and really, 
though I love him more than a liule^.only 
say the word, my ^Deloved Anne, and I will 
say NO, should he ask me to say y^a." 

VQU I. c " But 
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*^ But he loves you, Jane ;— and I prize 
his happiness 'beyond ^y cfwn r^here- 
fore I wish him to marry you. — ^But tell 
me, Jane! In order to reconcile myself to 
the disgrace of loving a mdn who never 
-asked me to love him> don't you think 
fcefoi^e he went abroad / was his fa- 
vourite, and that his attentions warranted 
my partiality?". 

<«'Why,— yes, I do think so,** replied 
iady Jane, a cbnstious feeling making 
ider'btush deeply. 

*« Enough, I am satisfied," replied 
Lady Anne, and the coach stopped at a 
shop in St. iames*s-street. 'A beggar im- 
Imediltely ciame np,^nd asked charity of 
Lady Jane.— " Do, di^ar Lady Anne,'* 
i^he cried, "lend 4ne half.a-crbwn for 
\hi^ poof wretch.** 

** Whaif ! g?ve sinis' in s\rth^ a ptiblic 
street as this, Jane j ' It looks to phktkiai- 
cal!*' 

**What 
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*^ Wliat .Signifies the lookP^-rNoiy do 
obligeme j for, as usual, I have nojfUQwy^** 
^ Well, — there h ^h^t fotx desire j— 
but it is sso beggarly, Lady Jame, never 
to havq money in your poek^t !*' 
. " Noj— it is wise if you wilL,give una 
yours,— and it hfaskioimblej * as -w>: pne 
Jwcars pockets/' 

" Nonsense ! — You know that I mean 
it is vr<»g to have no jtapney of your 
lowa about you. I wish, dear) Jane, as 
your true friend, I wish tljat you .wo^^ld 
learn to p^ your debts, and be j U9t before 
you are generous." 

/ ^' Nay, Anne, jemember what the man 
^5^$ in Ae play about Justice being a hpt^ 
biing beldame, who can't overtake Gene* 
jrosity." 

** Yes, Jane, I do rpukember j-^aujd I 

irepet ithafe^Qiy^y great ^nan^whp wrote 

vjy>itf, fj^^^<f^ should have ppt foi^h: ^o 

• c 2 perni- 

i'-t v/ *'•■ 
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pernicious a sentiment j — for the man 
who—-" 

** Hash ! hush ! dear, Anne/* inter- 
rupted Lady Jane, " or rather dear Jo- 
seph ! for, if you disapprove one brother, 
I hate the other; and you were going on 

so like him; * fen: the man who ^ 

How do you do ? How do you ?** cried 
Lady Jane, interrupting herself, and Mr. 
Percy came up to the coiich-window. 

" Joseph r* said Lady Jane, "here's 
^ur guardian.^ 

"What! what did you call her?'* 
asked Mr. Percy. 

*' Why, sir, I am Charles, and her 
ladyship Joseph Surface, at ydur service. 
And you, guardian, why, you shall be....\ 
But come into the carriage, there*s a good 
gentleman:** and he gcit In/ ** Yes, 
iguardian, — ^yes — ^you shall be Sir PeteSr 
Teazle.'* 
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** With all my heart, ward J but where, 
is my Lady Teazle ?" 

** O sir I" she replied^ affecting to hide 
her face and blush, ** if you would but 
see her and accept her, sir, she is here 
before you ! I have long wished for this, 
opportunity, sir, and let my blicshes speak 
forme!" 

** But what will my son say ?" . 

** O sir I never mind what he says.— r* 
X prei^r you; — and he can*t help him$elfl 
—I think you, indeed I do, a great deal- 
ban^somer than he is.** 

'^ Handsomer I may be ; butl fisar ttjiat 
I want, what my son says you have so ex^ 
cimiveli/y Ladjf*. Jane, and that is charm :— ^ 
therefore J advise you to prefer Harry to 
»xe.. .^ 

. .*^Well Uien^ whiit say you to Lady 

" Alas! I fear Lady Amie will have 
t^hing to say to me. But this I will 

say> 
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say^ that' were /a young man, I should 
have mlich to say to Aer." 

*^ O you cruel, mortifying, ungrateful 
gaardiart! So then I see you prefer Lady 
Amie to me I" and sheJiid her mortifi- 
cation in a pretended sob. *• What, are 
you thinking of Lady Arine while you 
are looking at me so intently?'* - 

** I was thinking, Lady Jane, how ^xs 
and graces Hke yours would become me j 
how / should look playhtg trfcks^ UW 
tfeese.'* *- ■■ V '■' '''■'- ^' ' 

** Like an elephant dancing a boler©^ 
my dear!" 

*^ So I thought; — but how t<)ng, Jme^ 
will it become you to dajure these bo^ 
leros ? 1 feel that all this may be' charm* 
ing in youth : but youth is a small part 
of hpnjan exist^ce ;— and I was carryJitg 
my eye further, and beholding yoiia feif^ 
years hence,** 
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« And what do you s^e, Anne ? '' re- 
plied Lady Jane in a tone ot alarm. 

^' Oh ! I hope, Jane, that all this pla^- ^ 
fpl gj^ietyp harmless aa summer Iightning> 
will ^d in the n^d lustre o? a calm suni^ 
^r's evening.^ 

".Thank you, dear candid Ape," re-^ 
plied Lady Jane. 

" Yo)f think all this lightning will go. 
off w^hout any destructive^ stornis, do- 
X9U|^ Lajly Awie V' aaid Mr. Percx- ^ 
" I Tiope so,'* hewtadngly relied Lady. 
Awji^ " Jaae haa a good head, ?nd an 
^jKcellent hearts" 

f^ 4 ^\^^> sweet Ato?, with your. 
%^ij J or you will turn njiy head, how- 
ever good it may be." 

Tfhecpach at this monient stopped at 
Jl— .-T^t's at the corner of Sydney's alley^ 
and l.ady Jane got out. After a few mi- 
laut^ she returned with a very haadsome 
shirt-pin in her hand, and followed by the 

shopman 
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diopinaii with a large case? of jeweki As 
soon ds they li^d 'driven dff> Lady |ana 
ekclakned, . 

"^ " Oh ! I have almost ruined tnysdf— ^ 
bcit they were BO bcaudfbl I could not re- 
^ ! Only »ee !" So saybg, she opened 
the cases and exhibited a fine set of pixdc 
topazes with strings of large pearl inter-^ 
mixed, for necklace and bracelets-^'* And 
here, guardian,*' said Lady Jane, ** here is 
a present for youP* (^ving the pin to 
Mr. Percy*) 

' ^^ I hope you have not been so foolish,** 
replied he gravely, " to squander much 
money on this unnecessary piece of ex- 
pense ? — Pray what did it cost, if I may 
venture so rude a question ?'* 

' ** I dare say Jane does not know her- 
3elf,** observed Lady Anne unguard- 
edly. 

'* How ! then she cannot have paid: 

for it!'* : : . ;: 

• ^ \ «« Paid' 
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. . f * Paid &r it ! No> to be sure/** repUed 
Lady ^mecafelessly, ^* I bate a bHl tbere^'' 

^^ Then these fine things are not paid 
£>r, vhicfa you have jost made your own I'' 

** Certainly not j for I did- not e3q>ecti 
when I came out to be tempted to such 
eictravagance**^ 

^* -And what will be the price of tbeM^ 
bawbles?" 

**Oh! a few hundreds!" 

" A few hundreds !" exclaimed Mr. 
Percy changing, colour. — " There, ma-" 
dam ! take back your present ; for I will 
not increase a debt so wantonly and need«» 
lessly inciured/' 

" You are not serious, sic?** 

** Indeed I am." 

** There, this is all your doing. Lady 
Anne," said Lady Jan^ pettishly. 

" If it was. Lady Anne foresaw not 
the consequences of what she said," re^ 
plied Mr. Percy. 

c 5 «nbe- 
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«* tbelfevfe you think Ladjr Anne can't 
do wrong, Sir/* feiid Lady Jane in a ton* 
dip pique. 

" 1 wisti i ccjuld think the sanie of your 
Ladyship j fot, in my opinion, running in 
debt thiiS cardessly and unnecessarily i^ 
wrong } and excuse me. Lady Jane, but 
^hat ves:^ tne m tny ward, I should think 
criminal, and it would make me miserabM 
in^ my sorCs tuijb/* 
' HefeLady Anne fek fiimt, and let down 
the glass for air.. 'Though we know t, 
fiiisfdrtune to be utiavoidable, when it 
cbmes we are not able to meet it wkli 
fimmess at first. It was evident from titts 
speech that Mr. Percy knew hts son's in« 
tentions were ^xed^ and that the offer 
^duJd'^oonbe made, and she shrunk from 
the certainty thus trnnouhcxxl ; tior couM 
Sbe contemplate without gifuerous aland, 
Brom her knowledge of Lady Jane^ ex- 
travagance, the probabk tiistre^ ^v^Udh 

such 
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aicb a^ uiiioa would ^tzjX o^ t^^ %l^r« 
m-law^ if not on the bus)?and.. A perturbed 
^leace bad succeeded to thisf conyersadoD^ 
aod tp ]Mr. Prey's positive r^fu^l to re- 
tauo tl^e fhirt*pm ; and ^s sQp^ 9s $bey al^ 
^Hgbt^ at Ii4r. Percy's fepyse in Gros-| 
yepar-squax:e they ^ai^tedr^d all^ with 
tb? exc^on of Mrs^ Corbet^ in no hajppjf 
lirama of mind retired to dress. 

Mr. Percy could not drive frojn bis me- 

iiipiy tlje obseryition mad^ unguardedly 

by ^LadjT Apne, l>^use it was evidently 

thexes^lt of a pfevious knowiedgis of her 

cousin's iabits pd character j — ^B[pr could 

he forg^ the manner of Lady Jane when 

be int^JTOgatcfd her rei^ecting the jew- 

^ft; for, much as incurring .the debt itself 

jj^^rn^ and vexed hini» her nianper 

jb];med:hi9i still 9^o^^j as it sbqwed that 

fyi;«b,t;aAsa£^x)i;s virere habitual to her, and 

j^$b^ fm at Qpce /ree 4rom h^r own^ 

£^9adbe&for I^ ^d,c^ 

J . lous 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



S6 LADV AKKE AND LAftY JANH. 

tous to his impfied censure of it. Besides, 
he himself had seen in Lady Jane a bve 
of high play ; he had also often heard 
her bet, till he had been at length provoked 
to tell her, that he considered betting in a 
woman to be both indelicate and unfen^* 
nine. But he knew he could never make 
his son, as he was now seriously in love, 
behold Lady Jane with his eyes : he there- 
fore resolved to endeavour to think Lady 
Jane's faults would, as Lady Anne said, 
be rectified by her gdod heart and excellent 
understanding. — ^Lady Janets thoughts, 
meanwhile, were as painfully busy as Mr. 
Percy's : — shef could not but feel that if 
Mr. Percy was vexed at her incurring 
one debt, he would sternly disapprove the 
involvement of many, and she dreaded 
lest chance or inquiry should bring to bis 
knowledge the amount of her pecunilbry 
embarrassments ; while Lady Anne tho 
walked i^dvely backwards and forwards 
' in 
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what bail fecentty passed: bat ttppermos^ 
Iql h^ mnd wasBsFcy's obsenration^.that. 
if she wQtild coad^6cend;t(^ be agreeable, 
^ wocttdbeiit^a^siible y, and LaufyrJ^ie*^ 
flattering assuFsiti<!es^ that if ipsteauL of 
veiling; she wauld^ d^play her ; beauty, 
thej even ^he, should fear her for a rival.' 
— ^^* And would I, if I couldy rival Swe 
ia the heart of the man she loves f" said 
Lady Anne to hersel^*^*^^ But does $he 
lote him ? Ko^-tHDoi as he ought to. be 
loved. — Still, perhaps, she loves. Jiiih as 
v^ll as she can love,--*and Usat is not 
enough to induce heir to conquer her mis* 
chievous habits, Mviiich will, I foresee, aCe- 
aate the father, and make the son wretched. 
Oil ! I fe|r that the lightnii^ will not go 
off without many a storm 1 and the pro- 
nmed, unioft will n(H t>e a hapi^ oi^/' 
Hene, nnabletopumie the. course of her 
«im tb0ugh%^ she rui^. £» b? loaid.— ? 

«*And 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



as LA©V ANNC AHP LADY JA^E* 

^< And my dress tcK>, as weU its inaime(> 
15 wrong, I find.--At ksiTt I feel, I (nyn it 
is unlike other people's," thqagbt l^s^y/ 
Anne—*' Well, and that's wrong, i^gu* 
hrity of appearance, I have ss^d, speaiuog. 
of others, is either a nsark of offepsiv^ 
disregard to the opinion of other people, 
or of excessive conceit, or of indpi^t iiH 
sanity — ^and ye^, it seems^ I dress wigu< 
lariy myself ! &it I will improve in thia 
csspect. 1 5»xll try to be admired. Suitors 
and wooers I must have, ^ the daUgbtei: 
of the macquis d" D . , ^d a greal 
heiresis cannot fail of tAem — but Jane, 
happy Lady Jane, is loved chiefly for ker* 
self alone, and that I envy her.*' 
. Mrs. Corbet wais indeed, as I b^c^ 
observed, tbe.only one of the party wha 
tetumed liomeas l^py, and only M wm^ 
^ whei[i she weojt ont. This hdy, the 
danghtor .of a harcAett had iiti^ed Vib^ 
k caUed {«iden% 'Ond xe^ieot^ wi 
.> . " had 
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had reached the a^ ol ^ftynsigbt with au 
unblemished rep^tfttioQ* - Her qualiues 
wtte negaOYe qualkiesj and^ when she u as 
fasfc a widow wid^ aa iodepeadem though 
not a lar^e income, Mr, Percy, tbea re* 
cently dqnived of a wife whom he adored, 
and whom his wards both loved aiKl respect- 
ed, W2a verj g}ad to take adv^atage of iiif 
ycladonsbip to Mcs. Corbet's husband to 
hrike her to tak^ up her abode ^ h^ 
house^ and be the oompafmon 2nd cbwp^ 
fooe of Lady Axme and Lady Ja^e; for 
Mr. Percy knew. thai, if Mr*. Corbet did 
them no good^ she would do them qq 
faanaf and that he thou^t was S)^i5ci^t> 
as he flattered liimself that an excell^ent 
governess and ^dlie society of his admira^ 
bfe wife had already /ndiiifitctmily qcvh^ 
l^ted. dK^ieducBtboL sriach the paiiefits^ol 
Us ocble leards had ix^n» 
^ And Mt^ PjeroycoQld -not bs^m ^^o^su 
a chap^rone for the bin smmfi.^h9 
r .! I would 
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\(rouId have suited them better ; for Mrs* 
Corbet was acqiuescent in her temper, 
rarely gave a dissenting opinion, and was 
much fonder of sitting silent, lost in her 
own reveries, than in joining in any con- 
versation whatever— And the saucy Lady- 
Jane used to say, that in case of a want oi 
moi^ lights at one of their assemblies, she 
thought Mr8« Corbet with a candle stuch 
in her hand would make a good pendenft 
to the statue of Silence holding a lamp 
in the back drawing-room, and be quite 
as mute and motionless. £y a bemg of 
this description, therefore,' the events of 
the morning must have passed unobserved 
—and she retired to dress, wholly u»* 
conscious that her companions carried 
with them imprinted on their brow the 
stamp of inward and painful perturbatiotii 
** What cap and turban, my lady, do 
you wear today ?'' said Barnes, Lady 
Anne's woman* 

Lady 
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\ tsiriy Anne pa|u?6d,st|i^f »ri^h^ ^qw^ 
repliedy " Nei:ber, Barqiie& V-ryw * *|^Ut 
df 666 Biy- hair without^ cap^otUy/' '•' 

"Indeed, my lady I" i^fkd Bsmesy 
looking delighted, ^^ md 3ball i d^rei^it 
likeJUidy Jane'f?^^ \ ..;,,. 

*' Ye$^ if you please^ .Barnes;? rand for 
onc€> since she came into society^ tj^. 
fine shape of Lgdy Anne's head was seeny 
and her beaquful hair tbovn.tp:.|he best 
advantage^ 

" Dear me! my lady ! I am so glad P*- 
exclaki&ed Barnes, surveying her own 
perfprmoBce with rafpture^'-r^^ I neter saw 
your ladyship look so well before*— You 
do look somecbiiig like now/* And Lady 
Anne could not l)elp laughing within her« 
self at the contrast to looking something, 
like now. 

^ So then,** said she to herself, ** it seems 
that before 1 looked like wo^Aing- at all !** 

*^ And pray what gown, my Udy, do . 
.. ] you 
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you wear today ?-^There^ is a hrge party 
of gendemen ta dimie|-, I fiad/^ 

" Tru«.-rBji the by, I \viU not da». 
l)e!ow today ,-Mny. head aches^ aod I will 
save myself for ;tbe evening, when Mr^ 
Percy has an assembly. Therefore, Barnes, 
you may leaive me, J will not finish dress- 
lag^ till it isi time for the ev^ng party 
tp arrive.'' While SUoties,. scxcry that the 
dinner, as well as evenmg party ^uUit 
not see her lady looking so beaistifnl^ r^ 
hictantly retired. . , 

. Lady Anne's bead did acbe^ becauso^i^ 
Md her heart, and $ke. mshed to repose 
ihe former andcomatune with the latter <. 
••^When dinner was' annauncied, which 
usually wai^ for Lady Jane, her mdkA 
^Id her Lfidy Anne was top unwell to 
dine below ; and her good and afieclionat< 
feeHnga taking the alarm^ Lady Jane vssi 
to her cousin's room, and started and 
blushed w^ien Sihe $ftw L^y Ana? coi^e 

en 
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en eksvejt^s ^^ So! ;oh h^jif^ takes n^ 

bint, I see/* she ^xclaii^etV; " an4 a? tQ 

your illness, I l^lieve ittoi^all pceti^ncegi 

T^for I nftver 8a:w you look, so \^lrin 13^ 

life." 

. ^M am so n^uch given tO: jH-etence^^t^ 

I do not vender you ac^a^ me»'* 

. ** No, Bo, AnfWr you. kpow I can't 

really suspect you of fibbing — ^but. wba^t 

ailsyoi^k?'* : : 

; ^^ Q Jm(9 ! I aifi^mk. v;k|]k n^y q^^ 

^ I meik to k«^ qui^t tillf ^veni*^, 9^ 

IRyhead^cbfs/'. 

^ 'Jh?R'dflhlefin«&6»y witltyon, dw"^ 
Anne! p«iiiaps.l€opldsootijeyoi?,r' 

*ftye$, Ja^e^ as tb« sig^t pf th^ g^lpw^ 
toocbet the hlom "^bo b to bc^ bang^ 



on it/' 



. *^ Nay, Aaiii&i I^k^p* to vbat^ youal- 

Ivde/V 

^ *^ N05 yon dp Moi,'* vpUed l.ady A»ne 

»tb ()v^k»e«ir-^^' I «•% tbinfc»g gf yQi» 
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and Percy, but not in the way you fancy/* 
Here a servant came to say that dinner 
had wiaited sometime for Lady Jane; and 
affectionately kissing Lady Anne, while 
the teaiis stood in her beautiful eyes, 
she bade her adieu, and in a few mi* 
nutes more she was the delight of Mr. 
Percy's guests 2s U8ua]> and the pride of. 
hissom 

By the time the ladies retired. Lady 
Anne had reasoned herself into calmer 
thoughts, and her headache being gone-. 
Lady Jane found her reading. *' Not 
dressed yet I " said Lady Jane : *' It is time 
you were, dear Anne ! for it is ten o'clock i 
and at eleven I daresay some of those 
who go to sfac partiies in an evening "wH 
be here.'* 

" "Do you think I shall be an hour 
dressing, Jane ?'* 

: " Yes,*--if "jQxt me00 to be 4re$sed uf 
16 y owTi. h^ad-?-w^iffe is Sou ^le^t : tbit 

the 
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thereat of your dress ougfet to be weH 
studied to suit u.'' 

•" I ibank you for your solicitude abovt 
my appearancp," replied Lady Anne 
smiling ; " aad if you will go to the com* 
pany> I will join you as socm as the inii* 
portant business of the toilet is over." ' 
. *' What gown does your ladyship wear 
today?" asked Barnes, apprehensive lest 
the dress should not he as handsome as 
the, head-dress. 

r^^ That white satin gown like Lady 
laite's, which I have never xwom." 

. ^ Indeed ! my lady ! Oh ! I am ^o glad! 
Lthought you would never have worn it 
at-alU*' and with eager joy Barnes 
brought the long neglected gown. 

Lady Anne had accu^omed herself so 
mctch to wear dres^s made high in the 
neck, that she could not at first bear to 
♦^^ a 4r^!ss fow^ than the thpoat,— till 
Ihe^ thei%ht erf s€flf*s^pixmiig beauty pe^* 

;, haps 
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Iiaps reconciled her to her appearance.-** 
*' But I never can endure this petticoat so 
•^ort in front/* said she to Barnes. ** I 
tieclare it shows more than half the foot**' 
^ Dear, my lady/' cried Barnes, 
«and whslt then? Lady Jane shot^s 
hers ; and I am sure it is not half as beau- 
tiful as your ladyship's!'* And Lady Anne 
'was not a little mortified to find thiit 
"fehe was pleased with this observation. 

" Alas!" said Lady Anne to herself, 
'** I have at lerigfli learnt to find that 
flattery, even from an inferior, is pleasant ! 
*0 poor human nature !'' 

At last, and before thehburVms oiit, 
'Lady Anne was i^ady, and the fine suite 
of rooms was full of comp3^y before she 
%ade her appearance. A pang of-jea- 
^k)usy shot through Lady • Jane's bo$dth 
Sx^hen ^he beheld her j Md if instead of 
the cold look whkh'shelstift-^orejnarid 
'the uttbending majesty of ^Ker mien dhd 

person. 
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person, Lady Anne teid borrowed her 
cou$in*s cestus awhile. Lady Jane would 

• have lost much of her power to please, 
from c<Miscious dread of so formidable 
a rival. But Lady Anne's ejcpreseiott, 
though placid, was pensive, and her ma- 
tter, as usual, any thing but inviting. 

" I am easy/* thought Lady Jane, es- 
pecially as Percy w^ by h^ aide breatiu 
ing in her ear words and accems to which 
she was giving her delighted att^tion,— 
lAickily for Lady Anne's composure,' she 
^w them not j but looking neither to 
the right nor to the left, she viralked on 
through two rows of company towards 
the uaier driwing-rodm. The Duke of 
Ir-: — , a fine-looking man of fifty, wfts 
theipe, talking to Mr.. Perty, Lord Lo- 
rimer, andotbers: but when Lady A»^ 

• ;a|^)e»^ in 4ight, he sMdaenly' biioke off 
iiirdls<co^$et&^a!^ h^r italnev • , * 

1 "It 
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*« Jt-4i ofte 'rf fliy -watds;^* replied 
Mr. Percy. 

** Ohi I suppose it htbe lady then 
who is, as report toys, to be your daugh- 
ter alto?'* 

* " No, indeed, ymir grace is wrong in 
your cMjectiae,*^ replted Mr. Percy with 
.a «}gh! "it is'Lady Jaiiel»angley,* anci 
.not Lady Aani Mortimer, on whdm my 
. son has fi^pi kh afiections." 
^ ^* Lidy J^oe niuSt be a v^y extraordi- 
nary woman indeed to surpass thai ex- 
quisite oresrture," 'said the- duke. 

** Yet she do^ surpass her, duke,** 
observed Lord Lorimer. 

" Indeed!" xetumed the duke incre- 
dulously. 

" Not in ray opinion^** cried Mr. Percy 
hastily. 

/* Lady Amxe Mortimer ! Oh ! the 
daughter of the late Marq^s of I> — ^f 
: ' and 
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tnd Ske bim too^^Wkst i iioUr oomce I 
3be looks her rank T 

" Yes,— haughty enough!*' agsm oil* 
served Lord Lofioier*- 

^^ I Hke a proud woman^ ny k>nl>,'** 
replied the duke vith qmcknesi. 
' " Then Lady Anoe wHild . juit suit 
your grace ; axid I^ould be very proud 
to daace at your weddings" rejotoed Lord 
Lorimer, bowing low as he q)oke : ^ hut 
I ^jppose titere wbuW te nothing but 
minu^s ihAced fit it ^-^or the ducbasa isi 
ni«d» too stately fer any thing eke, a»d-r^** 
fie^ he was forced to break oiBF, as 
Li^y Anne was near enongfa tD lieaf 
Vib9A he aaid ; ^u} .bowing ta her with. 
t)^ utmost recqpeet^ he hoped her ladyshqi 
had . qoiltr lecM^edi 1m iUnssa cf. tM 

** i told yim m the riioniiii^,.n^ lotd^^l 

aiid; Lady Awl* wy jroiighiy» '' tiiat I 

v^. I. D was 
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56 L A^Dt aSM IM) i aM J A^£', 

Was in perfect health'; tfi^^brfe 1 M^ 
wonder at such inqufries from' yott^irt^ife 
evening.*' -nifirb 

Lord Lorimer, nothing daunted, "te- 
turned, ** Why is Lady Anne ftfor^tner 
like a hollytree? — Answer — Becaase, 
though beautiful and attractive tb look 
at, you cannot approach her withoidfrb^l^ 
in danger from her prickles, alias %zr^ 

ness/* 
** But the hdly, my terd,- said the ddk^, 

(bowing, as he ^oke, to Lady Aline) 

^^16 in its full peHecfion in winter ♦a^, 

and dus lady seem^ m the perfecdbtt'isf 

her beauty in the very spring 61 IM^^ 

He then desired Mr« Percy to pi^esenttriin. 

He did so ; and for awhile itfteml^ted 

her inteaded reply to Lord Lorimer;^*^- 

**My sharpness, as yoti caltk, 'my 

lord,'' said Lady Aime, tumlflg t<^ L6i^ 

I.orin»r, ^^ has so improved your #it^ tlik 

' *^w*»e 
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^(ftfi i to JiJca ycwr taany thing^in the 
.iteg^|able worlf^, it, would .be to a bed of 
diamomile, which is the betteuior being 
tpdden upon." 

At this moment^ in all tb^ radiance of 
her countenance^ and with all the grac€;s 
jp|, her manner,. Lady JanCf. flushed with 
die. Uoom of happy loye), join^ the 

^ Who is that Hebe?" whispered the 
drtkfi tp Mn Percy. „ . 

jf* My other ward^-^La^y Jane Lang- 

kf.f-r^^Md he pre^foted. hi^ to I?i?r im- 

imidi^ely :-r-but before^ he^cqpld address 

i^; Lord Lprimer. put, his bstnd to his 

«llti€}ek» ^^' in pab. : ; ; 

f)e*^Wbat is tlbe matter ?** ask^ La^y 

Jaiie»i ' . , « , V- ■ ^ • .;,;•». ^.. ..! 

<ffi*'Ohl the old matter. Lady Anne 
1^931 bei^n giving m^ aJ>lowv Would y<;ni 
*btjiefe ijt ? , stift^(:§|^ps^^ n^ to ^ , wJ^ple 
^M of chamomile !" 

D 2 ** Poor 
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^2 hkWf ANNE ANtt X.ADV JANE. 

^ Poor dectf }— But be consoleil, my 
lord. Recollect «ika& I told yoo today ;,— ^ 
that I know bi her heatt die admirer 
you greatly." 

^^ O that I had at tbk moment a 
window ia my besftt!*^ cried Lady Anne 
*hh mdignalion. 

^'Well, Anne, that's kind; fbr it 
would, I know, save Lord Loriqiev^. 
many im ache/' 

** O thou generous, toothing being J^ 
cried he, ^ but for your flattering *as^ 
surances, I could m>t si^jx^rt the misery 
of thinking mysetf abhorra^ to Lady* 
Anne," t .. 

** I must tell your graqe,'* said l^ady^ 
Jane, "that I calt Lady Aane Sorrow, 
and myself Pity, in Mrs. Barbauld*i 
charming allegory-^Pity beitig forced' to 
follow Sorrow through the worf4> to dwc^ 
balm mto th^ woui^ls wUch sh« im 
made." : - --^ 

"I should 
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^'l.^m tWnW ^repKe^ I^, ^' that 
your lady^ip wP4ld iaave^n<Hig^lo do to 
heal the wounds which yo?u inflict lypursdf,'* 
: "QbiKbut-th% ^p^8 whic^ yo» 
&U)^ to, miv {M*^ made j^ ai;raws wbic| 
Cickle white they wt)uftd^v l'l>o3e ;whicj^ 
JiMf Anfee tt»QS af^ bf a tery differeoc 
^fjptk^,— ^alfd-r— — " Here €he vya^ i%. 
leHtipt^ by Percy, Kvho no^ dttifi near ^ 
«hi ^^Wfe she t^Hrn^ p» hiiu ^fet .filled 
jsith jojf / ^ad .t^ftd«a:^€6«, , hd to<>k tier 
ltt$j^, i^ 1^ ik^f ^^p K) j4s fother>.wli<> 
f^cd 9ith th^txq iitq another apiS|rt0ient ( 
w^e Percys full of dfelightj in which 
Mj]^^?^rcy did?|ot,shaxc, presented Lady 
J^^4iiriji'a8 his.b^rQtbed bride*. Lor4 
Jipri|ij^er, qieaa whil^ went to pay his coijrt 
S^^j^.ft wQpld be mpr« thankfully re*- 
m^j ^fid. the, dtike t<wk this opportu*- 
IWty (^ff^ryii^ to engage l,ady Aiuie ift 
txmversation« 

•'I had 



L^iUC 
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54 LADY XNN£ and LADT JAKE. 

** 1 had the hgnour/* said he^ " tb 
know your ladyship^s father.*' 

** Indeed !** she replied with a look 
beaming with aflFectjon: ^' it was an ho- 
nour to know bim:*' and the duke smile^ 
atfihe bluntness of this^speechy a qpeecH 
80 rarely addressed to a man of his ranl^ 
^(^ one too so renowned for his talenCsu 
But l^e. for|p^ve it because of the filial 
tenderness which dictated it; ahdhedei> 
lighted Lady Anne so much by the praised 
he bestowed on her father, that die in?ite3 
faim to sit by her on the so£i. She alao 
said most cordially^ when the duke reluct*, 
tantly took leave as soon as he saw that 
every one else was going, •* 'The manner 
in which your grace has spoken of iny 
father, and the clear and just estimate 
which you formed of his worthy prove 
you to have been highly worthy of his 
acquaintance } and I doubt not, asf yours 

were 
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^ADY ANNE AND tADY JANBw 55 

wei^e Idqdred iQinds, that he highfy and 
property valued yoyJ^ 

*^ But may I presumej as his friead, ta 
pay my respects to his daughter?^' 
. " Certainly, sir,'* she replied: and the 
4uke^ more than half in love,' sighed^ 
bowra^ and departed* Some few of ttie 
cqmpany however remained for the puf- 
j^)fie of playing cards; and on^' lady 
coniigg up to Lady Anne, who was talk- 
in^g to Mn Percy^ asked her to make u^ 
a rubber. 

•* No indeed," replied Lady Ann* 
roughly, •* I never play cards ; I think il 
a disgraceful waste of dme:" and the 
kidy, looking displeased and foolish, bow- 
ed coldly, and went in search of a more 
^bilging person. 

^ /* My dear Lady Anne," said Mr. Percy, 
.,^/^why did ^ you make that woman your 
engmy?" 
^. *' And have I done so ?'* 

«Un. 
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56 LAjyt ANN* ANi> JLAPT JANE^ 

i . .'•''/•[ i .i .V.4 J ft 'v- :a '■ /' .', TU/. . 

•* .UndoiAHiedly: — ^younot <)Biy J^??ft- 
ed proud of your own superior "wfeaoaxi^ 
not understanding cards, but you st]K)^iudi 
that you thought meanly of her fo^^b^jj 
a card-player, I own to you, your WPr^ 
and manner shocked me ; — I felt k.jbAarf* 
^aical (to use a phrase of your own)/*- 
- ** Indeed, sir ! Then I am BUre.j[<lo not 
Wonder that you were ehocked.** ./ 

" Yon know, Lady Anno, lyywhij^^ 
I admire you ; therefore I hope yoo wiU 
pardon this freedom : but indeed thi$ • 
im^jtz^nV, as Percy -calls k,i6 a fauk> and, 
fts he also iiays, k is your only Fault/* 

** Does Mr. Percy say so, ^r?^ 

** He does ; and what he disapprove and 
I disapprove, — we who love and houour 
you, — surely you will think ought lo be. 
ivell weighed before it is persisted m. A% 
to card-playing, I deem your objectio^9« 
unfounded and unjust. It is the^w;^ not 
the many, who have talents for conyefr 

sation. 
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Tdilj^M generous' Vnki^s, conversatioh ia 
at? s^!e^ -ikmibtf falls intd gossip and 
dettr^tedoii, triless tai* att ihtrdauceS'; 
'tod whfen !n iixdh paftieSjTMVe cdhgttti. 
teted myself on being' able to play, ad it 
enabled me thereby !<!) make kii effort fo 
'feVe tejpirtitiofts, and at least csllf ^o^ih a 
degree, though a low degree, of rilei)(al 
eicertlott* 

** Bit ! will fte^fef associate trhh people 
H^ho can't conrerse.*' 

** Lady Anne, joii Matter yourself: you 
ftrdst tyke human nature as you find it, 
alftifd bbaf iiffi tfi« in^rmitied ^f offi^r 
pteptei else, what is your benevofende 
but a'hatiie? However, feihc^ what I 
fiSWis yet M6 hai lio effect, fet me pilt 
anikfi^^M 6ifnmvH erne to ybu. 'Thcfe 
are^ (fiseasek v^eh, ki t*feW )[Jfbgt^^ tiv^r 
>i.":^ D^ the 
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S8 LADY AN!«E ANfe i^lit /a'NR 

the body 9 ^ak^n even the sthmgest smd 
most studioiis miod^ and doom tli^ did 
tnan or woman, however vigorous tftlsir 
intellect previously, to utter incapacity ^f 
TeiishingyOr even attending to readii^, v?rit« 
.Ing, or Conversation. In such instances 
1 have teen tai^ a very ^reat resourt<^j 
"siivi the afflicted object become suddenly 
ibrge^l of his hifirmities i)y the aifirance 
of a friend vvjuo could make up a rubber. 
How suppose me in this ^ite, an^iydu 
and Lady Jane attending on me like I0s^- 
tionate children: — ^Wbuld you sot^eiify 
Lady lane her powar of aidiajf me by 
making up my whist party, or engipiig 
me at picquet? And would yott4iot be 
induced to thmk that any power wittgh 
may be necessary to minister to llie'com- 
fort of an invsdid, and iOod!ie theiiritable 
moments of a suffering friend, la a power 
which tl^ proudest of hainan iateBects 
need not acoro t^ acquire f*V ^/? 

^But, 
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^jtoP^fii or xfpmza m the Teige of jt^e 
.&^%. interested |a {he 4uctuations of f 

. .f^ ^ it. b^ the <^y ;wttsement vf^^ 
4«et]888 %ultifs Qm,,gpiay^sipd^ifj|p 

^iSMl fiiieerJ^ qukt 8t^te' which if n^es^s^ 
.te;lbf pp|6^iyati<ji^.af wtort rewams, fjf 
,«iilfOQ^^:l Q5rn tayov I »^ fiotiao rig^ 
Jm^n^ijiopoi^, dfiwttfi^ ykv with cof^- 
^:|jli^e«ifiy i^ fibaiubcr of si^e^ c^^^ 

{liewr I4i4 .&s^ tl^p^rit of detnjct^ii, 
^^fn^csoed aw435 by t)^ four, bpnoura ^ 
iliie(3od(L;trackj f<^ no one can be always 
::pi*3PUig^ 5^41 befeire the Deity ^ev^ re- 
^iOBh^^s^pme^pit^ in^m^ ^han^ tljat pf 
=Mmh^rA $fmh md a mMr^iUing to 
itttalite^e b^ df jwh^iiatipn*?' 
sij^a^Aify.rdWi *iBir/V 8w4J>%i4flae af- 
fectionately, ^^IiiK^^^VPkip pl^ atic^ds. 
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test IhF it ey^r^h^n^emAfjf vhtdt 6td 
fotbM i tshotiU^be wRtWi^titoke up'ywlr 
Tfe%t nigli$^ la4y Jto0 followedrlirfy 
tAweintO 1*» toQiii,to tell her (feat ^ercy 
;ha[4 <)edai:^ bim^seif, tind «he imi ac- 
cepted him ; and L*dy Awe was verj 
glad :^^n Ld4y Jme, too hftf^udd H^o 
4elfcate tO i^c^e ^ •etacf^m^ tmrndy 
aod left her m mdulge her leeftigs 
.aIoae,---^Biit itfbm she rose tfie fiemt <diqr, 
though her night b»i been a :slee|pteBS 
one, Lftdy Anne's manner Pt^» ^sAm^ 
and lier toimcenaiite <:om{)ose4) 'ami fibe 
tongratdai^ P^srcy ^thotEt ai^ imble 

A few days after^^ Duheof 4^ u > ■<' ^ 
who had see& her sienKeralitimQs feiitae^ie 
igj^t tff the aeseaably^ madeihor prgpoadds 
. in fqiaHy and ift pefBdn, hut mdi^wtfrnA; 
rand as he saw her^aage i9(f <NHrtifetnaiice 
when P«8qr fuddoiJ^^isniered ^ room, 
o he 
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Percjj the object cf affe(?t]oa.«^^^toe 

timb itoeft4dva4«r^ief V m;^' jf ^^pmtMi 
«iiaf»5 w a itism cocdd^lisAfyilififk i^U 
ntiw^ iv^fM iirdeed €t)t2lptet^y jcftM^« 

Tirfues, anid^coinplishmeiitsin the^bdhg 
<tf ^tfadr <»bok!e ; and ¥^rcf wad iii ll^^t, 
M»)pet^ ac^ inretttcti^ ^t4siitimeill», %a 
4tat ihci^ zmltitiam coold^de^e ixi a^ lowt 
w-a iMiiand:^:' ^ ■ < . > ■'^' 

kmmam^^ ^h and liil&paidem matt by 
tbe death of an uncle^ and was soon aftw 
SK^dueSLm i^iMient lor ilie'botfougli 
^lNaekiifo^ttDolei»d^r8pre^nted. Natm^ 
jMdt;2h^n'him.gitatrtalcni89 wU^^ eduBcaih 
4ian^iiud^ptf£Bctitd;^and' tki^ eb^ncnoe 

iboyj aiidf aiiiiim€<flBanti^|>qioti» faad^A- 

A ... pened 
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6d LADY ASUM AKD LADY JAKE« 

pened into powors of oraioiy wfaidy di& 
honour to tbe mam. His maklea speeds 
in parliameoi; od. a quesdon not of paitf 
bat of general ioterest, mts recdved widi 
universal applause, and he was hailed bf 
both sides of the house, as lik^ » 
become an ornansent and a siqpport W 
fbsit party which he should ulitmaidjr 
embrace. 

. But it was not fhe kitenticm of Percy ii 
become the adherent of any set of xn&i t 
lc)r, like most young men who are dM^ 
scious of great powers, he scomed^ to treKdt 
ill any beaten palb, he scorned teJ^v^bib 
o^nioRs influenced by any thing but^ 
own concepdcm of truth, and his utt^oditt 
t{ them re^tconed by any bounds bW 
those which the strictest consdehde ap* 
pMved. In spke, therefore, of those gytal 
authorities which teach that partite arettSi 
cessarymall ft^ governments, and that 
4ke ejLfMiMs of mdhidiid pttriols mttit 

always 
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VApY ANNE: A^^^ lihJ>y JAKE. ft3 

^AUSBipi be uoaMlMJBg to aerve.or^ye their 
CQ^mryi wd full of that teoaeiQusotsv 
tbe result of youthful iae;Kp^rieocQ, aM 
Uiat ardenl, ^sanguine ten^r \^h f^cies 
l^atwhat is pure aad perfect in theory 
wofiLyhe easily reduced to pnjctice,-*- Percy 
.^1 adhered to, bis resolution pf being 
vb9^, J6 caUed an indepeiulent member^ 
though tempted by the offer of places 
OH ^fke side^ and the prospect qf popu- 
Ufkf en the other. Therefore, as he 
tia4i i|pt bouad: himself to tlmk all that 
1V^(Said.Pir done on one side of the house 
ifi^9 smd all on the other side wroogt 
P^ey occasionally lenK^^aid of his elo^ 
:i|iience lo die measivres of nunisters, or 
§adiered laurels as a wdcome volunteer in 
the ranks of opposition i while each de« 
fCfipticHEi of politicians listened with adr 
mkiog a^etttpa to his eloquence) and liki: 
«)} post^s^ons which we covet and admiri^ 
rntboot \m^ 9b)e.$o.f»ll theni aoi(;OW% 
. they 
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they probably adftiired4t ii^itklMf BetaifiK^ 

its services f6th€tti»elve^. ' ^ -^ ^ 
When love asimrtied Ms timitd'nSgh 
CVB^ the*su8fcfeptfbte-lie4rt tJP Hi<*y Pgfey, 
iristeafd of impeding it «iil^ iettcd kf'M» 
ward the career cf the orator; f6rthe 
dear ambition of shining ih ihe eyfes of 
the woman whom he adored^ the hofte of 
receiving her praise when the debate»tjf 
the preceding evening greeted hef *jn*s 
on the breakfast table, inspired hink to 
ttew flights of eloquence : and while cb^ef* 
ed by both sides of the fioitse, the lovefls 
heart beat only with anticipation of tfce 
applauses that awaked him #otri tlje '^ 
-of Lady Jme; and He eii^yed '«* thejhtttrt 
in the inslarit/* But thdtigh Lady Jtofe 
Trtijoyed her triumph over the lleartf ci 
*ft man so disttMguisbed ^ ^dugh h^ W- ' 
nity was grftfifie*^ fry leadfti^ hm c4]^ 
41ve whose splendid talents could tH^AMi' 
•^ > the 
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iJjftil^iei^jl^^rfilHB^Ifl^^^^ was. 

proud of herowna^^|:)^>fW^^R]^^^^^ 
the ^:}cpr^3^p| said d|e ebqoffici^^^erc^.^: 

tbf ,sb)£t8 of. hif oiatpij iPcie;E^;^rc^tdd^ it 
«r» Use bi))K>in.i3f.am>U^>tim tbeyi^psadw 
l^^md^'it y^ jUiov Av»^ tAffi^ ^^ ^ 

Thjough lady Afine had been of jb^ 
twQ.ma^th%^ Jiady Jtaiie .A^'as paly twdoicy* 
]^c9«eji$ffex;,' it «:a3 agreed that , tbe laYnrk 
sfa^ld. not wdit till the .^st year of het 
ils^3pri^\«a^{3z^}ii[od;, but that tliie mi{»taia 
should ifQ ^l^mnized as sooil as the 
s«^;xf8^ai^.; fHrc;|)cmi;uon&. could.' be niade. 
A few days ai^ toj^ b^. beep ftna%, 
cktierminsd opoQ, Lady ^e, evidenily ia 
very low ^uit9^ eotened .I^y Anna's 

" What 
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0$ IM97 AHlfB AI3P LAJy^ JAH2. 

5' What is t|» matter, Jane ?'* asjf^ 
t^ tester in a tx»^e ^f abrm^ 

^^ I amafibao^ to telLyou,'' said Iad)[ 
Iwe, ^Stbougli you alone are the person 
?0bQ can relif^e my distress.'* 

f* If J ^?tti rali^vis your distress, look 
ttL.it A8 already reUaved,'^ replied Lady 
ilnne aflPectioDately. ^ Yet how ytm^ Mddl 
j^<M^ pr«9mt8bj»nliave any sorrowsi 1 
eannot imagi«e/' she added \rith a sig]b^» 
. ^^ If ygu had ny prp^>6etiy Anne^ I 
Imow yoa would have none/' replied 
Lady Janei ^ for you would have no 
fears, no punful consctousn^s, no emr 
barrassments: — and oh ! how much more 
^worthy are you of my happy proqieds 
ihanir* , 

^' I b^in now to understand the natjar^ 
of your grief,'* answered Lady AnfU^ 
rather coldly ; ^^ but I wish you would 
come to the point at once,'* 

** I will :— Terror lest Mr. Percy ;sJipuj|d 

conceive 
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LADV AlWE AND hAt^V J ME. 67 

tdttceive -ar'vtoleat prejikKee agskist me^ 
and forbid his son^ on ^j>eril of Im re- 
itouii<^g him, to make nib his wife^ pre* # 
vents my daring to acknowledge tbar^I 
am in debt} and i;irhat I A#ant yoti td do 
U, to lend me money ^uffident to pay 
tome heavy bills wbi<^h my msU sbfttt 
igiveyotr.'* ^j 

' ^ Give you money, yon mem, Jane4 
bbdSng it is out of tha quesifon/^ 

^* Indeed it is not ^ I niean to pay yon 
back every farthing/* ^ 

** Yes,— H30 doubt you mean it,— 4(UC 
you will never be able. However, I do 
not even wish to be repaid : — to prev^ 
"your becoming a ^ife against the appr^ 
i>ation of your husband's father, is a duty 

^iAdch I owe you, and But to what do 

yttur debts amount ? " / 

^ « Oh ! to a few hundreds/' 

^* No more ?— Then I can assist yoa 
v^out difficulty. But I thereby, 1 hope, 
" * purchase 
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6B XADY ATWE AKD LADY JAKE. 

jMircha^ a j:i^ to coiytfre you^ tf. ]mi 
ifalue your husband's peace and yoO 
^^wfxrespedtaUUiky^ mvcr oevor to jo^^ur 
dehis agaia!*' - ,,,.]- 

, Soft^edy obliged^ tad e^drjr wbt#f 
fec^ittg triumphant, what was.dM^ JL*a^ 
Jane did^ot promise ai this mommt ? firbit 
was there she did not think her^lf ^c«pabip 
of performing? And Lady Anbe tx>n« 
fiding, becauae she wbhed (o coOfidcv 
authorised Lady Jane to seild heir h^ 
bills, and promised to left ihem bet diff* 
ctoirged. 

Two days lafter^ »s Mr^ Percyv Harrj 
Percy, and the cousins were going tChUis^^ 
a morning's drive, they ^w two rg^pfji^jiff^ 
ble4ooking people with five childi:^^!^^ 
ing in the hail, whom thf servartt3^^wtrc 
vainly trying to keepbadfi^^ ^?i^.*,^^ffli 
Lady Jane ^peared^ the others -tiayiiig. 
been waiting for her, :the vv^bole grpuj^j 
precipuated themselves forward, and ob- 
structed' 
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1.APY AKKfi AMD LADV JANX^ €9 

scructed Her cm her passage, exciaimiog,. 
JiNiie)r didicH ^^ Oikl bt^you^ my hif I 

^ liBdy Jane ti^ly afl^dcted, and saying 
** There, go go, good people, ydtt ^stress 
»e^'' eidteavottfed tagtt past j but Pe^cy 
catching her liand slopped lier, tod in* 
listed on a^^Rplmiation oftfae scene whfch 
they behdd. 

^ It » nothing — ^nothing,*^ ^e replied. 
" *^Aye — God bfess her!*' cried the 
mother, '^ybw good folks nevei? ihink 
tliemselves good, but 1*11 teU your bonour 
all aboulf k :" and Lady Jane, though no^ 
dtspkaeed^t having her geoeros)^ knowfr 
to those whose good opinion she was mo^ 
att^bitioUs 'of, ^teBipted,^ but in t^, to 
kciM^' hep i^tot* 

- ^Tott^miMtlmow,** said the poonwo* 
rtian, ** that good young lady, while alone 
» hef eoae^ one Aiomihg, saw me trying 
Mecei^ 8tttdidokk)g.S^ iKi zHS so she 

-'>' asked 
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solsed me what aUed me; a&d I"$pld. hfg 
as bow my husband had been bowd S^r^ 
friend, and had lost his all aod was tbrosri^ 
into prison^ having me to work foe th^ 
five children and another a-comingr* 

^' I^ IS 2^11 true, jQur honour^? m^ Jtbe 
i^sfffi bowipg law,. ** and^th^ nex t. . .. / ' 
f V J^^Yr. Johfi— let me tell the stQiy jpgr 
pwn way--^and so that blessed angel ask,^ 
mejwhere I liv^; 9^d die nes^t dsiy wW 
jjpgs ^e do^b^tfCpmes to ^ jne her Qif^ 
^li^gnd the^.^ a^ed bow inuci]f,^ii)f^ 
fr§f #3)y hurfw»d^..and, | tfli^ her •» f|H?»r 
dred pound. And tfaeg;^ if ^bjs 4^4 ^t ^j^ 
S9iw4B?P:!to i»y it, an4jny;popR 
came ^ipiHe again !•^ ,; ,^^ , ^ru-n-'t 

"A v^. g094 .de^,"; SjMd «IfH jf/?PT^ 
looking plea8ed,si;^sj4y Jaijfr wAJ^iHSTy 
Percy kissed bf^ baadf^,^^|^;^^^4JLady 
Anije.said pqOiipg.: ,; ;,:, bu;. ** .x'^'^'i. 

'' But^^> nq^ ?IJi,5l9«rvlMWgi«fe«?» 
r-M nq% ^ ^: ff^ wj|ttj^f{t grou 

up 
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ii^ in bn$ines$ again ? and as true as I live 

If she dSd Tiot^ve u$ a hundred more! 

tti^jifhk t36ching u^ all as you see; and 

ttrOT #Ken we Begged td know her name 

Aat wemf^ht rerrtember it in oar prayers, 

slie 8^, * Pray for me as your friend, and * 

the^reader of alf hearts will be sufficiently 

felormedf^-^md it was only yesterday that 

wefbund out where she lived, and then we 

lAt^Sdd,' says we, We •will ge and show 

liSPdiir new clothes, and thank her, and 

lEAl^lmrV^r it is not right that such a 

j&i^ ideed' should not be known, fathk 

iL'Me'tkkittple to be followed." 

«^J«i UU tedeed, and this is all mie, yoirr 

honour/' said the poor man» ** and I 'm 

^Id^ll^,' quite at ]rour lordship's . ser- 

ilft^^if'jrou want any tWng in my way." 

XoadpVbiklibt invar t^nxitudcy** said Mr. 

Porcy, ** and tan assure you, for Lady 

^S&egHtm^rtm^ h^ybw friend." 

uo-^atod"/," Mr>H»h^ tageilyj' "and 
qu ^ 
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^ I liare $^^ if jcfi nec^d i^ wiU Ii-aui; 

" Un4o^btedlx," an^werecj Lady Aimej 
wUle Lady J?Q€» on her gyardiao 9Jo4 
loverX tenderly cosnme|)ding her foi; tbaf^ 
true charity that fled from thanics^ aod 
SiOtice^ turned quickly round to Ladf 
AQ»e, ajiid said in a tone of fisi^ ^^ W^ 
i&i^ Pharisaical, Aane?" 

"No, certainly .i|ot^" s^ r^pUed^ 
** but—" darting a very sigpincant glai^ 
^t be^ cousin. Thi^ glance ^as mt Iqs^ 
QTi Mr., Percy j and A^ €^w with painj^ 1^ 
Percy withindignaticwi, flvit ^ bad lopfap 4 
cold and vp^oved whUe L^dy |^^*^ lie* 
nevolence was tbu$ reveai^d ; ^d tkou||^ 
Percy attrib^uJt^d bej ma^n^ and h^r % 
leoce to a feeling; of enyy^ ba&.mo«e J[)j)^ 
and more discerning fattier 9)%^^)^ that 
Lad^ Anne had piu:er ipqfives fo^ 1)^ 
forbearaocf to prsuse «q^ SK^ip)on lB%b SfKl 
<aii>Iy a^pqaredjpwfi^orij^* ^ ^ ^^^ . 

The 
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The truth was, that just before Lady 
Anne had got ready for the drive^ Ellis, 
Lady Janets woman, had put into her hand 
Ker lady's biUs, andshe beheld with pain- 
ful surprise that they amounted to some 
thousands^ instead of hundreds. It could 
not be supposed, therefore, that in the g-e- 
nerosity not founded on justice^ but pro- 
bably at the expense of it, which the gift 
of two hundred pounds exhibited. Lady 
Anne^ the truly generous, because the 
truly just and self^enying Lady Anne, 
could so far prostitute her sense of rights 
as to praise ah action which her private 
knowledge rendered reprehensible in her 
ejeB. Therefore, though she correctly in- 
r^rrpreted the expression of Percy's coun- 
tllit^ce, and $ighed to think that he im- 
l^fed her coldness to unworthy motives, 
shfe stilit persisted in not joining the ge- 
neral praise, ^nd felt relieved when, the 
proteges of Lady Jane, having been con- 
'* VOL. I. . E signed 
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signed to the hospitality of, the servants* 
hall, took leave with numberless bless- 
ings, allowing them to depart on their in- 
tended expedition. Percy was now the 
only happy being of the party. Mr. Percy 
was grave ; for Lady Anne's manner had 
rendered him suspicious, especially as he 
read on Lady Jane's countenance a con- 
scious and fearful expression, and an in- 
cessant watching of Lady Anne*s, which 
bewildered and alarmed him. — ^But Harry 
Percy, absorbed in the recollection of La- 
dy Jane's unobtrusive benevolence, and 
in the contemplation of her charms, looked 
on himself as the happiest^'of men, in the 
idea of being soon united to so much 
beauty and virtue. 

As they passed H 's shop. Lady 

Jane blushed deeply, and her confusion 
was augmented by Mr. Percy's telling his 
son the anecdote of the shirt-pin, and his 
reason for not keeping it. Percy looked 

distressed, 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



I^ADY ANNE AND LAPY JANE* 75 

distressed, because Lady Jaup did, and 
wiih a forced smile said be was shocked 
at his father's want of gallantry ; and that 
if she bad offered lu^i such a gift, much as 
he disapproved running in debt, yet his 
principles were npt so rigid but that he 
should have accepted the present. " And 
indeed, dear sir," added he, ** I have no 
fear that Lady Jane's debts will ever ruin 



me." 



Lady Anne at this speech looked out 
of the window, — but her look was not un- 
observed by Mr. Percy ; while Lady Jane 
turned on her unsuspecting lover eyes 
filled with tears of tenderness. 

'* I hope. Lady Jane," said Mr. Percy, 
*^ you will, before you change your situa- 
tion, call in all your little bills : — little no 
doubt they must be, as my allowance to 
you has been too ample for you to have 
had any temptation to incur large ones. — 
Yoiu- noble cousin had not one debt, *and 
E 2 I hope 
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I hope that you have not been slow to 
profit in some degree by so good an ex- 
ample/' 

" Lady Anne is my superior in every 
thing, sir/* replied Lady Jane, bursting 
into tears occasioned b j^ a variety of con- 
flicting emotions. 

*' She is indeed a most superior being,*' 
said Mr. Percy with a sigh ; while Lady 
Anne, confused and distressed, remJdned 
silent, and Percy whispered in Lady Jane's 
ear, that he at least did not think her so;-:- 
on which her April fiice soon brightened 
into smiles again. 

"Have you ordered H *s bill?*' 

asked Mr. Percy, still harping on the old 
and to him suspicious subject ; — and Lady 
Jane, her countenance again clouding as 
she spoke, assured him that she had $ 
while he saw at this assurance an expres- 
sion of anxious alarm overcloud the brow 
of 'Lady Anne. At length their drive 

ended. 
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ended, and Lady Anne found herself 
alone with Lady Jane. 

" I see, Anne," said the latter, " that 
you were shocked^ not gratified, at the 
scene of the morning.*' 

** I was, Jane — for I had recently re- 
ceived and looked over your enormous 
bills—!" 

** Enormous!" 

** Yes, — to an amount which you, I 
dare say, dream not of; and J think such 
bills should have been paid before two 
hundred pounds were expended on per- 
sons who may, after all, not be the most 
deserving objects possible. — But even 
supposing that they are worthy, amongst 
your creditors are some perhaps as poor, 
t^^ho want the relief of being paid their 
ju^ debts — for, would you believe it? 
your debts are to this amount!" giving 
'her the sum total, — over which Lady Jane 
' cast an eager and hasty glance, and ex- 
claiming 
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claiming ** I could not have believed 
It !*' hid her face on her arm, and burst 
into tears* — Well indeed might she be 
distressed ; for she kn^w that she did not 
mean to disclose all her debts to Lady 
Anne, and that nearly as many more re- 
mained behind, to be discharged by her- 
self at the first opportunity. 

" Weep not, but look forward, Jane !** 
cried Lady Anne, ** look fofward to 
amendment, and hear what I have to say 
to you. — ^You know that besides my 
estates I am worth personal property to 
the amount of some thousands, part of 
which I once meant to have expended on 
new setting, altering and adding to my 
mother's jewels, to do honour to your 
nuptials/' 

Here her voice faltered — and while she 
paused Lady Jane eagerly cried, *' Once 
meant to expend ! and do you then no 
longer ? ** 

" I can- 
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** I cannot j for I must recall the order 
1 have given the jeweller, in order to pay 
your debts/' 

" O no ! I cannot beai* it — it must not 
be — ^you must have the jewels, your rank 
requires it/* 

** But your necessities require the money 
still more J and I must not, will not, be 
reduced even by ^you^ Und to do honour 
to you, to act against my principles, and 
incur a debt I cannot possibly discharge 
within the year/* 
c5* And why not? *^ 

" Because the other thousands are dis^ 
posed of — I have two distant and poor rela- 
tions whom I wish to render independent: 
the rest of the family have neglected 
them, therefore it is the more incumbent 
on me to do my duly by ihem ; — and as 
they are old and infirm, they cannot wait 
to a future opportunity/* 

I will 
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I will not attempt to describe Lady 
Janets feelings at finding that the removal 
of her own difficulties, the result of her 
extravagance, (for charity like hers might 
also be denominated extravagance,) was to 
be purchased by a privation to her noble- 
minded cousin! However, the case was 
too urgent to admit of delay. Lady Anne's 
jewels were sent for home, and the money 
intended to be laid out on them, when she 
drew for it, was to be employed in dis- 
charging the bills of Lady Jane. 

But suspicion once awakened is not 
easily laid asleep again, and Mr. Percy's 
suspicions were on the alert. The next 
morning he met Lady June's woman on 
the stairs looking over a long bill, and he 
could not resist his wish of knowing what 
it was, and what the amount. — " Is that 
H *s bill, which your lady told me she. 
had sent for?** 

"Yes, 
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** Yes, Sir, it is his, and another too,'* 
replied Ellis, concluding that Mr. Percy as 
her lady's guardian was to pay them, 

*' Give them to me.'* 

She did so, and he saw. with wonder 
and resentment that the two bills amounted 
to several hundred pounds. But sup- 
pressing his feelings and keeping the bills, 
he desired her to tell her lady that he 
had commissioned her to get in every out.* 
standing bill immediately. Ellis obeyed 
him ; and Lady Jane, seeing that all must 
be disclosed, was forced to have recourse 
to a glass of water to keep her from faint- 
ing. In this emergency what could she 
do ? "At least,'* said she to herself, " I 
will make a virtue of necessity, and be- 
fore disclosure is no longer avoidable I 
will confess all to Percy, and I trust 
that m my ingenuousness he will forget 
my fault." She did soj and Percy, 
E 5 though 
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though surprised and shocked, lover-like, 
overlooked her errors in her imagined 
greatness of mind in cdnfessing them, 
and assured her she was dearer to him 
than ever. 

Supported therefore by his approving 
and confiding tenderness, she was the 
better able to meet his father's awful 
frown when she was summoned to his 
presence, after he had received all the 
bills which he had sent Ellis round to call 
in, and which amounted to nearly two 
thousand pounds ! On hearing the amount 
of the debt, Percy himself was as di- 
stressed though not as angry as his father ; 
and he was the more grieved, because he 
liad not wherewithal to discharge it, 

** I have now to ask you, madam, if 
these are all your debts !" said Mr. Percy 
sternly. And Lady Jane, resuming at once 
all the original honeSty and generosity t)f 

her 
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her nature, replied, " I will answer that 
question, sir, only in the presence of 
Lady Anne j" who was accordingly sum- 
moned to the conference. 

^' Now, sir," said Lady Jane, as soon 
as her cousin entered, and looking at 
Lady Anne with an expression of affec- 
tionate triumph, '' now, sir, I will answer 
your question. — I owe much more than 
the amount of the bills now in your hand. 
You must add to them the sum which 
my generous cousin had undertaken to 
discharge, though in order to do so she 
was forced to make a great personal sa« 
crifice." 

" It was no sacrifice, none at all, my 
generous, candid Jane," replied Lady 
Anne, gratified and affected at this un- 
expected virtue in Lady Jane j who, over- 
come by the effort, threw herself on her 
cousin's neck and sobbed aloud* 

" O sir !" said Percy, seeing his father 

himself 
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hfmsetf effected, ** wrH you in a degree 
excuse a feult so honourably confessed 
and atoned for?*' 

** I honour, my son/* he replied, ** as 
much as you can do, a generous and can- 
did avowal of a fault which otherwise 
could not have been known; still my 
resolve is irrevocable. — ^I have no money 
to spare for unexpected demands, and 
you, I know, have none ; nor can I, will 
I allow Lady Anne to pay the money she 
has promised : therefore, on pain of my 
eternal displeasure, I command you to 
give up all idea of marrying Lady Jane 
till the whole debt is paid ; — for never^ 
with my consent, shall my son marry to 
run the risk of being involved and poor 
through life, by having a debt of this 
magnitude to discharge. — In a twelve^ 
month Lady Jane will be of age, and 
part of her fortune may then be sold to 
liquidate her debts. — ^A twelvemonth too 

is 
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is necessary at least for her to try to 
break herself of her pernicious habits 4 
and during that time she or you will have 
an opportanity of changing your minds, 
if you desire it, and breaking off an 
union from which /foresee no good will 
arise/' 

During this speech Lady Jane, bathed in 
tears, reclined on Lady Anne*s shoulders, 
and Percy in great agitation paced up and 
down the room. " Sir, sir,'* said he, " this 
is harsh, this is crueJ^ sir.'* 

'* May be so j but it is unalterable/* 
replied bis father. 

" Dear sir ! hear me, let me speak/* 
jcried Lady Ann^, feeling deeply for both 
the lovers. 

" No, most dear and most revered 
Lady Anne,** said Mr, Percy, taking her 
hand, '* I cannot hear you. — Though no 
longer your guardian, it is my dqtjr still 

to 
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to watch over your interests, and not to 
allow you to sacrifice yourself for othess 
not worthy such a Bacrifice.** 

^' Don't say so, sir, don*t say so/* cried 
Lady Anne j " Jane is not unworthy, 
and I should grudge no sacrifice for 
her sake!" Percy instantly seized Latfy 
Anne's hand, and kissed it with grateful 
emotion ; while, turning very pale, she 
hid her face in her cousin's neck ; ai^ 
Mr. Percy, who saw her change of coun- 
tenance, and understood her feelings, 
more mortified than ever at his son s blind 
preference, darted at him a look of in- 
dignation, and left the room. 

'* We must get this interdiction taken 
off," said Lady Anne, after a pause of 
much emotion on all sides. 

" Do that, dear, generous Lady Anne, 
and I shall bless you for evet!" cried 
Percy. 

" I will 
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** I iK^ill see what is to be done/* she 
replied coldly, and left the lovers alone. 
But in vain did Lady Anne still request 
to be permitted to pay part of the debt ; 
in vain did she entreat that the marriage 
might be allowed to take place^-— Mr. 
Percy was inexorable, and repeated, 

'' My son may marry if he chooses it, 
but it will be against my publicly avowed 
disapprobation of his choice y — and I am 
sure Percy will never expose the woman 
he loves to such an insult :*— besides, — 
who knows but during a year's trial of 
their constancy something may happen to 
prevent the marriage for ever?— and if 
so, O I how I should rejoice 1" 

Lady Anne ^earerf that she should re- 
joice too : — but too honourable to allow 
even a chance so flattering to her feelings 
to turn her aside from the duties of friend- 
ship, she still persisted in her endeavour 
to prevail on Mr. Percy to recall his man- 
date : 
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date: — but, ^* Never!*' was his constant 
answer : " while Lady Jane remains in 
debt, she never, if I can help it, shall be 
the wife of my son." 

Lady Anne, ever since Percy and her 
cousin became declared lovers, spent much 
of her time in her own apartment, from 
feelings and motives easy to be guessed 
at ; and therefore she was not soon aware 
that something unpleasant had occurred 
between them. At length, however, she 
observed that Percy looked pale and 
wretched, and Lady Jane sullen; — nor 
was she slow to demand of the latter a 
reason for what she saw. . 

" Oh ! it is only,** she replied, *^ that 
Harry is absurd and unjust.** 

** Only that ! '* answered Lady Anne 
with an ironical air : *' I think that only 
is a great deal, considering he w^ neither 
absurd nor unjust before.** . / 

*^ That is liberal in you, Anne, ^U 

things 
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tilings considered; — ^but my guardian 
•^vould tell you he was both when he pre- 
ferred me to you/' 

** We will drop that subject, if you 
please,'* replied Lady Anne coldly : " and 
now explain in what resp^t Percy in 7/our 
eyes is absurd and unjust. Wretched I 
see he is." 

** Aye, — ^and he is absurd in being 
wretched j — for the truth is, he is jealous. 
— He cannot bear that 1 should flirt with 
that man worth a million who is just 
come from India.** 

" Then why rfo you flirt with him?'* 

** But it is not true : — ^I donU flirt ; 
o^ly the poor gentleman says civil things 
to me, and I can't say uncivil ones to 
him in return, you know." 

" Tell him you are an engaged wo- 
man.** 

" He knows that^ — and I take care al- 
ways 
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ways to let bim see Hove Percy .'— But 
Percy's fear is, since he has known lay 
propensity to spend money, that this agree- 
able Nabob, for agreeable he certainly 
is, shotild make me such offers as might 
tempt me to give him the preference j—*- 
especially as, to be candid^ my pride is 
not a little hurt at the style in which Mr. 
Percy has presum'ed to talk to me,— hint* 
ing as if he thought it was an honour to 
Lady Jane LangLey to be the wife of bis 
son Mr. Percy.'* 

" And so it isy Jane,'* interrupted Lad]f 
Anne. *' It would ^be an honour to any 
woman, however high her rank, to be the 
choice of such a nobly-gifted creature as 
Harry Percy V 

" Mighty fine! I wonder whetb» 
your ladyship's father the Marquis of 
D would have been of the same 



opinion 1 *' 



''He 
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" He wouldy and so would your lady- 
ship's father/* 

** But my ladyship's fether's daughter 
sees differently j — not that she thinks she 
confers honour. — O no, — far from it in- 
deed ; — ^but she cannot think she receives 
it. And there is my buckram guardian 
setting up his large eyes and looking so 
grand ! that for fear he should have put 
some dt his proud notions into Percy's 
head) I take care to keep the honest lad*8 
pride down by teasing him a little^ and 
alarming him with the idea of losing 
mer 
*' Jane, I have no patience with you." 
** You never had any, Anne.*' 
** And shall have still less if you can 
be so base as to delight in tormenting a 
heart that loves you; a heart. that.,,.*' 
Here, spite of herself, emotions, con- 
scious emotions choked her utterance. 

" I tefl 
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" •* I tell you what, Anne/' replied Lacty 
Jane, ** every one scolds me now, and I 
am almost weary of my life : — I see that 
I have alienated from me my guardian's 
good will, my lover's confidence, and 
my only friend's esteem ; — and if my si- 
tuation does not change soon at homey I 
cannot answer for not seeking something 
better abroad/* 

So saying, with an air of grief and de- 
spondence unusual to a countenance so 
animated as. hers usually was, she rah 
out of the room, and left her affectionate 
cousin in a state of alarm and agitation. 

In the evening, Lady Anne on entering 
the drawing-room found Percy alonei — 
and she no longer avoided, but sought a 
conversation with him ; — nor was it long 
before, of his own accord, he revealed to 
her the anxiety of his mind. Lady Jane 
had been quite correct in her c6mmunii 

cadons* 
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cations. She had contrived to make Percy 
jealous and miserable by the way iiir whkh 
she received the agreeable Nabob's atten- 
tions ; — having told him also, when he 
expostulated with her, that his father's 
authority had dissolved their engagement 
for a year, and therefore inclination was 
now the only bond between them, 

** I can only say, my dear friend,** said . 
Percy, " that if she goes on thus, neither 
my brain nor health can bear the con- 
stant wretchedness I endure; for I have 
discovered, Lady An^e, that of all pang* 
to which mortals are subject, there are 
none so agonizing and so destructive as 
the pangs of jealousy.*' 

Lady Anne could have told him this 
long ago;— but she had gone through, 
had survived, and conquered them. 

*^ Harry," she replied, " you do not 
suffer alone J-^Lady Jane is very wretched 
too.— Your father's evident disapgroba^ 

tion 
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tion of her, and your marriage mth her, 
have awak€«ed all the pride, the proper 
pride of her soul ; and I must say in Jan<^'$ 
defence, that it mu5t be a very galling, a 
very disagreeable thing to any woman to 
become the wife of the son, when the 
father would, if he could, for ever forW 
the union." 

^* True, — most true:— but what is to be 
done ? for even you have failed to move 
my father's heart in our favour." 

Lady Anne shook her head mournfuJly; 
and company coming in, the confereuoe 
broke up. 

At midnight, when the guests were de- 
parted. Lady Anne retired, but npt to 
sleep. — She felt that, like Mr. Percy, she 
too had almost unconsciously looked for- 
ward with pleasure to the change whidd 
might take place in the course of a twelve- 
month ; — but Mr. Percy's words had 
caused her to look into her own hearty 

and 
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^^ ha* generous nature revolted at what 
she saw there. To undress in order to 
obtain sle^ was impossible : therefore 
she dismissed Barnes, saying she would, 
wbai inclined to go to bed, undress her- 
self; — ^and then, till it was daylight, she 
paced up and down her apartment, strug- 
gling with her selfish feelings, and en- 
couraging her generous ones, till her re- 
solution was taken and her plans fixed, 

^' He shall be saved if I can save him ; 
be shall be happy if / can make him so,*' 
sl^ exclaimed ; and then with a lightened 
heart she undressed and slept awhile. 

When she was risen^she went for Ellis, 
Lady Jane's woman — and asked her, un* 
known to her lady, to let her once more 
see the bills which she had delivered to 
Mr. Percy* Lady Anne again cast up the 
sum total; and having, without being forced 
to deprive her poor relations of t|ieir little 
fortune, contrived a way of discharging 

them 
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"tfiem all, she went to her bankers; and 
"with the assistaiKe of Ellis, who, as she was 
"•tormented by the creditors, was delighted 
to have her lady's debts discharged, all 
Lady Jane owed was paid in three days 
time: and Lady Anne therefore knew, that 
as the deed was done, Mr. Percy could 
no longer oppose it, nor could he have 
any longer a plea to defer the marriage of 
Percy and Lady Jan6. 

When Lady Anne had obtained all the 
receipts, she put them on a file; and going 
into Lady Jane's apartment, where she 
sat alone and musing over her miseries, 
she presented the file to her, and desired 
her to see what it held. — Lady Jane havipg 
surveyed it uttered a scream of surprise, 
but so mingled with delight that Lady 
Anne felt herself almost repaid ; and whSe 
Lady Jane in an agony of gratitude, — 
gratitude composed of ao many mingled 
feelings, that it amounted to pain,-Thung 

on 
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on Lady Anne's nsck^ aod called her her 
saviour and the pr€8erver of Percy. Lady 
Anne*s tears flowed as fast as hers did^ 
but words she spoke none. 

** Where, where is Perqr ?** cried iadyt 
Jaae, ** I motf seek him/' 

^^ Do so,** said Lady Anae, turning 
pale, 

^* But first tell me hdw you got mo- 
ney to pay^ these vile debts without disap^ 
pointing your cousins of their little wealth, 
as well as yourself of the jewels/' 

** By altering my plans for the next 
year and half at least* Instead of taking 
a house with Mrs. Tyrawley as my cha- 
perone, and living up to my income and 
my rank, 1 shall take a small house, re- 
taining Mrs. Corbet to re^de with me ; 
for, to be honest, the money I have paid 
for you is the greater part of my income 
for the ensuing year, which my bankers 

VOL. I. F advanced 
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^7a|)ced on my paying tbem interest foe 
1^ money/* 

" O Anne I your goodness overpowers 
ine< And for our sake yon give up ail 
ijxait otkk^ women value ! *' 

\^ No, Jane, npt so. In making those 1 
iovejiappy^ I sejOwe tp myself what^in 
tny eyes, is of more value than a spleaidid 
'O^tablishm^t. Nor sfaonsild I thus^nt 
out to you the ext^xt of what you wiU 
thitkk pmations to me^ if I d^ fiot 
wish to teach you, that ^ generosily 
imik en sdlf*denial is <lhe only true and 
vaiijable generosity, and to :lead* you «o 
fellow wlule you appla\id my eKamf^"* 
' To 'this well-*naKeaa4: hmt (La4y Jjme #e* 
plied only by a sh^ake of the bead and % 
dee^ sigh, and weat in search of Percys 
mhQxxk she found ^^rooding OMer his imiu 
l^ned dai|g^, and snaking bis Ag^nM 
morse hy '4weilm^ oa^m. JB^t m tb^ 

«BXt 
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next moment he was lifted from the 
depth of despondence to the height of hop^ 
and bapi^oess! Yet still his joy was 
damped by the consciousness of the sacri-* 
fice which Lady Anne had n:iade, and he 
mora bitt^ly deplored than ever bis own 
early extravagance, which had made^ tt 
io^x^^ble for him to raise the auMsey iie» 
cessary to remove the embarrassments of 
Lady Jane. 

** Best of women 1" cried Percy, ^en 
he fa^u-d what Lady Aime had done^ 
^ how can we ever repay her? Yes, 
dearest Jane ! yes, we can repay her,*' 
added be tend^y :: '^ payment is in 
our power — ^Let her see us happy, and 
ber g»erous aittiire will be amply re- 
paid/' 

^ And do you think we shall not be 
hs^jj Harry? Have ypur fever's pre^ 
judiccs mfectcd you ?" 
1 w 2 " How 
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" How can you think so, Jane?" replied 
Percy blushing, *^ If they had, do yoti 
imagine I could thus rejoice in the pro- 
spect of being united to you ? But let xis 
talk t)f your cousin : — ^ThJs voluntary 
kindness of hers in order to insure or ex- 
pedite our union rejoices me also on her 
own account ; for it convinces me she has 
not that regard for nie which you and my 
father feared she had ; for I am sure, 
from my own feelings, that no man or 
tvoman in love could endeavour to faci- 
litate the union of the beloved object with 
another. I am sure I could n<k have 
done all in my power^ Jane, to many you 
to the nabob J^ 

" Nor I, Harry, to marry you to Lady 
Anne, but- — '* 

"But what?" 

*' Oh, nothing,'* replied Lady Jatie. 
" But," she was going to say, *• tlK)ugh 

we 
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ue are not, Anne is capable of such a sa^- 
crifice/' Knowing how, ever hoiv enthu- 
siastic an admirer Harry Percy was of acts 
<)f superior virtue, she could not bear, ^m^ 
second thoughts, to let him learn the 
whole extent of Lady Anne's superip- 
rity. 

" Now, Ja^e,'* said he, " I must leave 
you, and go to the House, even without 
seeing Lady Anne to thank her for her 
goodn^s} and do you return, and. tell; 
her that she roust put the finishing siroice^ 
tp it by breaking what she has done to 
my father, and prevailing on him to put; 
matters in train for our speedy union." 

** I will,'* replied Lady Jane. Thea 
saying to herself, " O poor Lady Anne!'* 
she, almost reluctantly, returned to her 
cousin. 

" I will go to him instantly,** said Lady 
Anne in reply, welt knowing that whea 

efforts 
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efforts are to be made they ought not to 
Wiong rejected upon; and hearing Mr; 
Percy was in his library, she rantured to 
jom him there.. Sarpme, disappointment, 
Hudignation, and regret, were Mr. Percy's 
first feetings^.on hearing what Lady Anne 
bad to communicate, mixed with admi- 
' lation of her own generous self-command, 
dnce, more qtiick*sighted than his son to 
tile state of Lady Anne's feelings, he 
Jknew and could appreciate the greatness 
erf her conduct. 

**But this is robbery^ downright robbery^ 
tady Anne,** he said at last, ** for years 
must elapse before either Percy or I can 
ever repay you/* 

•* And suppose I am never repaid,** 
cried Lady Anne, ^' there will be no 
great harm — for; indeed^ I can do with* 
out the money:" and afraid lest Mr. Percy 
^ould know that she had already made 

some 
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tome sacrt3ce9, atui 4xi«i$t imfce a^ 
greater, she ctetnged ibe conver^auofi^ 
and earnestly preferred her peiki^a that 
preparatkms for ibe marriage xm^ takt 
pkbce without delay* Mj^Pepcy lookts^ 
at her with fedings of affectiooate eir^m 
and admiration, bu^ dared not express. Int 
admtratioiiy lest she should 8aape<;t. whji 
he so much ddmired>and by ti^n^ana 
discover that the secret of her heave wfn 
known to him. .1 

** Lady Anne^*^ replied he, " as it i* 
yoiar wkh^ your request, L will da allr ift 
my power to expedite this^in my eyea^ 'AU 
starred uajkm^ fDr you have acquired a right 
to be alone consulted, and I.wiU do fan 
your -dear sgjte^ what I positively assure 
you I would do to oblige no one else- 
But I tell you hcmestly I do^ not approver 
tbia.mainriage, and I itever never wiU say 
that i do." And Lady Anne thinking it 

politic 
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{k>lkic to beconienced with this ungradot^ 
aasent, as oppoetttoii might have reixdered 
it still more so^ thanked him even warmly 
for his promit^e, aod retired to impart the 
aews to Lady Jane* — ^Though, in the first 
instance, Lady Anne's bounty ^a( the 
f:esult of pure, disinterested benevd^ce ; 
still, upon a selfish principle of consider- 
ation for her own feelingsi, the conduct 
she pursued was the best possible in order 
to support her under the downfall of all 
her hopes; for sweet and consoling to her 
was the consciousness of her own be^ 
roism ; and that feeling of hopeless love, 
which, if suffered to remain in quiet inac* 
tivity, would have preyed on her health, 
perhaps, ^nd destroyed the energies of 
her mind, by being forced into action and 
exertion in the cause of the beloved ob- 
ject, served as a balm to the wounds it 
had inflicted, and enabled her even to wio> 

ness 
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ness vicfa composure >Ae tdmnOny Hhkh 
gare the maa pf her aiGfecrtiQns to h^ en* 
vied rival. 

" He is my gift/' «aid she rooitally : 
" but for me, she might nev^r have 
called him hers; and if he 19 happy, / 
too shall have been the means ci his h0p^ 
pinessJ^ - . ' 

StiU, Lady ikine^as she stood at the akar^ 
was very elad of the assistance of the long 
white veil \vhich she wore, to conceal the' 
coascioijs fluctuations of her complexion. 
Nor did she raise her veil even to receive . 
the parting kisj» of the bride, who witlv 
her husband set off from the church*doo» 
oaa lour of some weeks; but she eomented 
bersdf wkh folding Lady Jane in sm af«; 
£ectionate embrace, and. receiving withoHt 
returning the pressure of Percy's hand* 

Lady Anne theiieforie succeeded in con- 
cealing her deep enujtoon from every eye 
F S save 
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save tteit of Mr. Petty ^ and to bim her 
feelings wer^ sacred and iftviolaUe. 

** Shall we take a drive into the couatry^ 
Lady Anne;'' said be, after handing ber 
sAd Mrs^ Corbet nHO the carriage; 

^ If yott please, sir/' replied Eiadf 
Anne, whlfe through her veil the deadly 
paleness of her cheek was visible, which? 
certdinfy no longer bore that /w// unvary- 
ing cokmr with which Percy had re- 
proached it. 

Mr. Percy, conscious how gneaf the 
effort Lady Anne had made that morning, 
was Planned at het exces^ve paleness,^ 
aild the sort of de^erate calmness and 
stSlness of her manner ;— stilly delicacy 
forbade bki to take notice of it, and Mrs. 
Corbet was one of those persons who look 
without seeing. At length, Mr.^ Percy, 
who was well acqnamted with the human 
heart, fixed on a method l^ely to rouse 

Lady 
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1/9dy Abqc. frjom ber 4is4'e8si{ig,«t(»^.o£ 
quietudes by cdlliurg forth the ge&arous* 
mdi^iatioa of ber x^turf j and be es> 
claimed— 

" O Lady Anne> marrieA as^oiy apu ia^ 
my only son^ to a woman of high ^ank, 
tolerable fortune^ aad o£ gi?^t beauty ai^d 
accomplishments^ I must owa that my 
hearty my &thec V heart, is not as weli sar 
ysfied a&i( hoped to be otvthi& occasion* 
1 cannot,, excuse me, dear Lady Anate, L 
eannot think your cousia calculated. to« 
make him happy/* 

" Sir, Mr,.' F^rcy!*'' returned Lady 
Anne vehemently,, indignation bringing; 
back the full tide of crimson to ber facet* 
"you surely, sir, forgjet we are not alone!*' 

" No, L da. not,'* he replied, '^ and in- 
deed it is nexjt tx> being alone ^ for,. i£ you. 
look at Mrs. Corbet, you will see that sh^ 
ia attending to nothing but the pretty 
shops^ and pretty mea and women/' 

'' Still,. 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



lOS LAinr ANNS AN1> LAJOV JAMI* 

^ 8ti}I^ sir, I mUst beg you, if you must 
njuxf timg to painfoi to my feelingd^ 
and so unjust at the same time, I must beg, 
I say, thtf it may be kept for my private 

^ Unjust ! Welt then, if our good friend 
has heard the accusation, pray let her hear 
tt^ exculpation, and explain why .1 aon 
unjust/^ 

** With all my heart r I am eonvmced 
that Lady Jane is taught by past expe- 
rience, and that the agony she has suffered 
on my account will be such as t^ make 
her very cautious how she errs in future. 
Besides, she has strong affections, sbe^ 
loves her husband, and she will lov* her 
children, and do her duty by them.** 

** No, Lady Anne, no; she may love 
her children, but you will be their mo^ 

ther/' 

> 

** Oh, most gladly f" cried Lady Anner 
hut recollecting herself, she added rather- 

angrily. 
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angriiy, ^^ I must ^igam rcmiixd you diat 
thie way of mentioikii^ Lady Jam is va*^ 
pleasam ta me." . 

** Well then, forgive me,'*^ jiaid faev 
taking her hand, which had no longer, 
the deadly cold feeling that had alarmed 
hiai, " forgive me,; and let b» taiki to you 
of my plans, astd consult with yoti abour . 
yours. Now you wiU have an es^b^ . 
blishment of your own, a»d Lady* Jade is 
married, you know it i& my imeotion ta 
dkpo^ ol my la^ge house^ and take a 
small one^for my income fiprn my West 
Indiaestates has fsdlen oflT greatly>aQd I 
widi Jto contract my expenses : besides, I 
sbaU never be easy till yoit. Lady Anne, 
sfi-e rep^J" 

. ^ No more en that subject, sir,** said 
Lady Anne coldly^ ^^ or you will oflfend 
me again.** 

" Well— well— I shall think, however, 

of 
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o£ it as much as I pteise. The Dake of 

1# has offered me a laftige s»m for ir, 

and I mean to accept it- Poor man I he* 
xvoiild £siin Iiia\re a mistress for it, and I 
6i^ve be will very soon renew certaia 

** I hope n^*' rep&?d Lai^ Anne ;: 
*• for, though I highiy admke the Duke^ 
my determination on that subject is irre- 
nocable,*' 

** Forgive me-^l wiH p^roceed on bu- 
Miess.. I have heard of a smaH house 
oeaf my sonV in Picca^tty, and there C 
mean to rtside. And now, L«ady Anne^ in> 
what part of the town^ add ia what fioe 
hot^se, do you mean to ts^e up your resi-^ 
dence? for I flatter myself that 1 sha^fc 
have the satisfactioh of seeing my old 
friend's daughter, and £may say the pride- 
©f my heart, living in a style worthy her 
rank and fortime/* 

^ Some 
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" Some rime hence you Mfilly I tifusC,*^ 
replied Lady A^ne^teeply WUAmg,." but 
not yet/*^ 

•* Not yet ?— What db^you m^n ?.*'^ . 

^ I meaa &at for a year or two I shall! 
be contented to live in a smalt houae ui$ 
the vicinity of Percy and^ Lady lane, aa4^ 
xvith a smaU establishn^ent, arul Wts^ 
Corbet has promised to live with me/' 

*' I miderstand it — I understand you^ 
Lady Anne, and 1 see very clearly that 
your bounty to* your extravagant cousia ii$t 
the cai^e o£ dib, disyi I shudder to think 
of the extent 0^ her involvements; for I 
concluded' tilt now,, that what I knew you 
to' possess of personal property was ex^ 
pended oiv her,, and not any part of your 
income.'^ 

** There you wrong Lady Jane, sir,'* 
cried Lady Anne haughtily i ^^ my per- 
sixid property> great part of it I mean^ 
ha& been expended in a still more satisfac- 
tory 
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tory manner V and I earnestly beg th:s^ 
you will forbear to give even an opioioit 
en my plans, as they are fixed as the laws 
of the Medes and Persians/'' 
* ** Yet one word more— Surely Percy 
and bis bride will invite you to live witb 
them?*^ 

**0 yes! they have done so— but I 
know better than to accede to such a pro^' 
posal. Young married people ought to 
be left to themselves, and fix the way of 
life they are in future to follow.*' 

" True, very ti^e — ^but where is thi& 
small house to be found ?'* 

** In ClargeS' street — and if you please 
we will go and look at one that has beea 
recommended to me — for I should wish 
to have your approbation of it." 

Accordingly they drove to Clarges- 
street ; and Mr. Percy, though grieved at 
the smallness of the house, could not but 
own that it vi^s large enough for Lady 

Anne% 
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Anxxc%M pr^caot, /educed income^ and 
viiith a heart more filjed with reverence for 
her, and regret for Jiis scaa's blindness, he 
parted with her on their return home,— *> 
h^ to dine with the Duke of L-^ — , said 
Lady Anne to spend the rest of the day 
in her own apartments. 

As he foresaw, the Duke renewed hi& 
offers now Percy was married, but still in 
vain : — and in a short tim^ I^a<ty Anne 
and Mra. Gprbet took possession of their 
new abode. Mr. Percy went to lodgings 
till his was ready for him, and the Duke 

of L ^ went to the house in Grosvenor- 

square. 

All these arrangements took place du« 
ripg the 2^>senQe of the new-married pair,, 
who at length returned to London to a 
very elegant house in Piccadilly. Percy 
looked, and evidently was, so happy that. 
his fond father could not help viewing- 
with complacency the woman who madejf 

him 
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fitu 8D9 aiKd Lady Jane had every reasoa 
to be satisfied with the rec^tion be gave 
her. But the joy she felt was damped by 
the sight o£ Lady Anne^ \^ho,se excessive 
tlunnes9 and p^ilen ess. called forth all the 
anxieties of her affectionate heart ^ — and 
when she was alone with her she burst in- 
to tears^ and asked if she had been iH^ 

" No — ^not ill," replied Lady Anne 
coMly, *^ abd my paleness is only tempos 
rary:— time, by ren^ving entirely the 
cause, will also remove the effect, and I 
assure you niy mkKl is now qwce at ease/^ 

*♦ I understand you," replied Lady 
Jane ; " but believe rae, in the midst of 
my own happiness I shall be uneasy ttU I 
see your usually fine colour as bright as 
ever. Andnow, Anne, let us order the car* 
riage and drive to your house/* They did 
90, and Lady Jane could not see without 
remorse amounting to agony, the humble 
mantsion comparatively to. that she ought 

ta 
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to havte inhabited, to which her errors had 
doomed ber cousin. 

" Grieve not for what to me is noi 
source of grief, '^ replied Lady Anne; *' but 
repay me, if you think you owe me oWi- 
gations, by abstaining in future from the 
follies, not to say vices ^ which forced me 
to lire here.— Alas! Jane, I have had 
more serious trials to bear, and I have 
home tbem, I trust, well ; nor of my past 
weakness^ as I may runv call it, is there I 
hope a visible trace left.*' 

^* I can assure you,*' said Laiy Jade,. 
" that it was never suspected by Percy— ^' 
but his father hinted to him his suspicions.'^ 

•* His father ! did he suspect ?" 

•* Yes :— but, like his son, he most 
proJKibly has been convinced he was in aa^ 
error by your recent conduct.'* 

" My recent conduct 1" 

** Yes :— Percy told me he was nowt 
quite convinced, by your piaking such ef- 
forts 
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forts to bring about our union^ that you 
were not in love with him yourself — ^for, 
if you had^ you could not have done 
what you did/* 

Lady Anne listened at fir^t in speechless^ 
wonder. — " So then !" thought she, " the 
greatest proof of pure disinterested love I 
cpuld possibly give, he deemed a proof 
of the contrary ! — Well, I rejoice though 
I wonder at his blindness I — ^And pray^ 
Jane," said she, " what did you answer^ 
to this curious speech ?'* 

** I said that J could not have acted so 
to marry him to you — and there the con- 
versation ended.'* 

One morning some country cousins, 
accompanied by some London ladies, wha 
were glad of an excuse for gratifying their 
own curiosity on pretence of gratifying 
that of their companions, calkd on the 
bride, and begged she would indulge her. 
tural visitors with a sight of her wedding 

presents 
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presents and wedding finery ; — and Lady 
Jane, ever obliging, indulged their wishes* 

'* And this," said Lady Jane, " was 
Mr. Pa-cy's gift, and this my uncle Lord 
*s ;'* and so she went on. 

•* But where is Lady Anne*s ? she Ik so 
rich V* -said a lady who disliked Lady 
AnncT ** she is so rich, that no doubt 
her present is the handsomest of any.** 
And' while the conscious Lady Jane, who 
indeed kntw the magnificerKe of her gift, 
biush^ and hesitated, and would fain have 
been guilty of evasion, Lady Anne coldly 
replied, ** Lady Jane has no gift of mine 
to diow you.** 

" Dear me ! bow extraordinary !" 
cried one. ** Aye, well — I suppose you 
s^ve yourself for the christening gifts,** 
S2iid another; while all by looks and shrugs, 
aad signs to each other, conveyed tfieir 
j^tonishment at Lady Anne's meanness, 
who having; instead of a fine house and 

large 
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faETge establbliment, settled faer^lf m a 
quiet way in Clarges-street, had set many 
persons vondaing and taHdng, and sa* 
specting ber of avarice.; and this d^lara^ 
tion of hers confirmed the idea. 

*• Yes, yes^** agian said <me, resumfing 
ihe subject, ^^ it is clear Lady Anne will 
ff^ake a most ^lendid christening o& 
fering!'' 

^^ J^ady Anne has no sueh mtention,'' 
isbie replied) distressed mate M the poiii 
Lady J^ie sufiercd, than at dieir evident 
Opinion ^^f her meanness $ and knowing 
L^y lane, she every mom«t feared die 
would, to exculpate her, inculpate ber# 
scflf. Therefore she rose up and sald^ ** I 
fiee clearly^ ladies, what you now tUnk of 
mii su^id ypy are welcon^ to Iwgh at my 
itvdrk^ a^ jmuch as you please/' 

^ yx>wr avarice. Lady AnacP^ cfied 
l^]m% ^•yott^theaiostgencnaffl--*'--.^^ 

^' B(^ quiet» Lady Jane, nctf a word 

more! 
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more ! and if you say one wordibrther to 

vindicate me from censures whkh Lde^ 

^ise, I shall look on ir as a'p«r909al^& 

front." Then, with a look whicfa aw^ tb4 

company in «pite of themseUeS) slie left 

the raom ; and Lady Jane, but f4r het 

cousin's prohibition, would' undoiibtei^ 

liave bctirayod lieiseif, and expatsat^ ^ 

Lady A«ne's* kindness, ^ 

" O Annei** nid she when they were 

gone, ^ the misery I fdt at hesring yoiL 

blamed unjustly, was almost sufSdentto 

i^piate the error which occasioned it.'*^ 

Nor could Ae rest without tiling Percy 

what had passed. But as he wben he fa^rd 

k exdaimed, ^ I am glad i was not pre^ 

tentj for 1 should have affronted the wo* 

men! What^. dareitodeg^eby theksusirfi 

cions the exahed goodness which npt one 

sd (them ooirid imitated' Lady^ Jsme was 

^dmost sognf that die iiad been $o <omi> 

municative, 4 

If 
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If Lady Jane Langky \i^s admired, 
j^y Jane Percy was adored. — Her name 
was given to every new and expensive 
feshkni, and put at the top of dedications 
of numberless new works. — ^It figured 
fi^ in the list x)f every pubUc charity, it 
stood at the head of many a private one, 
and it ^ery day adorned the columns of 
a fashionable paper. Lady Jane Percy 
at whole length, or an half, was ez- 
jubited in the gallery of each fashionable 
artist, and engravings of her were bung up 
in every print-shop ; while Percy enjoyed 
this publicity as a homage due to the idol 
of his heart, and as a pr6of of her tran- 
scendent charms ; for now she was his, he 
had too much generosity of nature, and 
too m^iich confidence in her principles, 
to b^ jealous of her, and be looked for- 
ward 10 h^r approaching coofinement as 
Ibeonly event wanting to complete bk 
felidt]^ 

That 
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Thkt Lady Jane might teve as^ little 
temptation as possftjle to ran in defbt, ' 
Percy had settfed on her an aHt)wafi(re 
which even Lady Jane hersdif felt to be 
generous to excess, therefore he had no 
suspicion of her being again distressed in ' 
a pecuniary way: and though the con- 
sciousness that whatever die wore be- 
came the ton immediately, led her to vary 
her dress almost every morning and every 
evening, it never occurred to him that 
this could not be done but at a great ex- 
pense. And as, tmfortunately for his wife, 
be was too close an attendant on his duty 
in the House to accompany her often into 
some certain circles, he was also uncon- 
scious that she frequently entered into very 
deep play, and that the money solemnly 
destined in the tnorning to the payment of 
debts, and even to the purposes of charity, 
was lost in the evening in the intoxications 
of the gaming-table. ** 

VOL. I. G Lady 
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Lady Anne meanwhile was rarely her 
<;ompanion. — Resolved to see as little of 
Percy as possible, that the passion she 
believed extinct might run no danger of 
being revived, she seldom visited Lady 
Jane when he was at home ; and after 
she had accompanied her to Court, and 
gone the round of bridal visits with her, 
she preferred staying at home with her 
books, her music, and her work, to the 
giddy round of balls and assemblies, to 
which, untired as yet, the admired Lady 
Jane resorted. But Lady Anne had 
yet another amusement, which she fan- 
cied rational and innocent at the same 
time; and that was, daily studying the 
debates, fqr the delight of reading Percy's 
speeches : and while his thoughtless wife 
took no interest in his excelling eloquence, 
except when she heard it the theine of 
commendation from those whose praise 
vas fame, Lady Anne knew every sen- 

tence 
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tence that had commanded admiration, 
and was aware of every new motion which 
he was either to propose or second, Alas ! 
while making him thus the occupier of her 
lone y hours, the Percy whom she beheld 
in imagination only, was more likely to be 
dangerous to her fancied freedom than he 
could have been, beheld in reality ; for^ 
deprive any beloved object of the charms 
which our own imagination gives it, and 
love would soon be our slave, and never 
again our tyrant. 

At length Lady Jane became the mo- 
ther of twins, and the delighted Lady 
Anne pressed to her kind bosom two sons 
of Percy's. But it was not without deep 
regret, which was shared by their mother, 
that Lady Anne heard her cousin forbid- 
den, on account of the delicacy of her 
health, to be a nurse to her children, and 
was forced to bee them fed by other care 
than the maternal one. 

o 2 As 
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As soon as Lady Jane was able to go 
out again, Lady Anne, who had during her 
cousin's confinement seen more of Percy 
than she thought proper, returned to her 
own home, and her salutary occupations^ 
But she was soon to have her peace dis- 
turbed by pangs of the sincerest sorrow 
and regret-^pangs which continued to be 
fdt by her, after Lady Jane and even 
Percy had ceased to feel them. Mr. Percy 
did live to see his son's sons, and to kiss 
with tears of pleasure the cheek of their 
happy mother: but he did not survive the 
birth of the heirs more thsoi riat weeks ; 
and though apparently in perfect healthy 
he died suddenly when getting off his 
horse, a victim as it appeared to some dis>> 
ease of the heart. As Percy equally kwed 
and honoured his father, bis grief at firft 
was overwhdmingly severe ; andLady Jane^ 
though more relieved than affected by Mr* 
Percy's loss> shut bersdf up at lK>me^ coo* 

tented 
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tented to support her husband by her pre- 
sence and soothing fondness under the vio- 
lence of his sorrow ; and Lady Anne, spite 
pf herself, was forced to come to the house 
ofinourning,toalleviatePercy'sgrief bythe 
evident sincerity with which she shared in ir, 

** You may well weep, dear Anne,*' 
said Lady Jane, ** for be loved, he adored 
you above all women ; and you will miss 
the pJeasure of praise from lips from which 
approbation was honour !" 

Lady Anne made no reply, for she felt 
tki^t it was not natural for Lady Jane to 
deplore Mr. I^rcy's death as much as she 
did, and she honoured her integrity in 
fidt feigning what she did not feeh But 
Lady Anne only too soon learnt to de- 
plore Mr. Percy's sudden add untimely 
d:ecea3e, on Lady Jane's account as well 
a^ her own, for she soon saw that 
hd Rad boeii a chock on Lady Jane's 
tbougfatiess expenditure. 
-> *.>.!.' As 
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As soon as propriety warranted her re- 
turn into the gay world, Lady Jane, pre- 
suming on the addition to their income 
which Mr. Percy's death occasioned, and 
unawed by the dread of his reproofs, 
launched forth into greater expenses than 
ever, and gave entertainments of almost 
eastern magnificence. — ^Even Percy him- 
self became alarmed ; and as soon as Lady 
Jane found that,if informed of any intended 
decoration for an evening's fete, Percy po- 
sitively and peremptorily forbade them, she 
got into a habit of giving her orders with- 
out consulting him ; and when he expo- 
«ruktcd, she always assured him that these 
decorations were only for effect, and that 
they really cost notfeing worth mentioning: 
an assurance which she believed true, be- 
t:ause, as she never looked at the bills, she 
was not aware how great was her extra- 
vagance. It w^as for the interest of his 
happiness that Percy should believe her 

statement^ 
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Statement, and be did believe it; while 
I^ady Anne, avvakencd to anxious alarm, 
felt consoled for the removal of Mr, 
Percy, by the sad conviction that a scene 
must soon be unfolded which v ould have 
.filled him with sorrow and indignation. 
Afraid to speaks yet scarcely able to re- 
main silent, Lady Anne therefore, \vhoi:e 
lease of her house was now nearly expired, 
was no longer averse to reside with Percy 
and Lady Jane, for a short time at least, 
th^t she might be thereby enabled to have 
the means of judging accurately of what 
was passing, and she promised to remove 
to Piccadilly as soon as the term for uhich 
her house was taken had actually expired. 
One morning that Lady Jane was to call 
on Lady Anne to go out with her on bu- 
siness, she arrived while the latter was en- 
gaged with her solicitor, and accordingly 
chose to wait in a small room on the 
ground- floor. In this room Lady Jane 
; found 
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found ^ poor woman shabbily clothed, 
and her whole person; and appearance i»- 
dicative of poverty and di^tr^ss* To die 
misery which di^ b&heldy Lady Jane's 
heart was always vulnerable; and t£t^ 
surveying the poor woman at first in com* 
passionate, silence, she at length asked the 
cause of her evident unhappiness. 

" O madam/' she replied, " I am so 
wretched, and it is all along of a great 
rich lady who won't' pay us our due, smd 
so we fear we must go to the workhouse : 
but^ indeed, my Sam says he won't ^o 
there^ but will run away and list for a- 
sojer firsts and then what is to become of 
me and my poor baby 1" 

" You shall not go to the workhouse,. 
I promise you that/' said Lady Jane.- 
** But who is this lady that will not pay 
you your just debt ? Surely, if she knew * 
of your distress, she would ! it cannot be> 
the ladj of this house!" i 

"SbeJ 
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** She } No, God blies* her! But, how- 
•omevcr, th^re is no need to name names 
and make hinnemies, you know ; and if 
so be as she pay me at last, it is all very 
wel], though to be sure as bow I ha'n't 
dept for many a night from the thought 
of Sam's listii^g." 

'' Poor creature!" said Lady Jane affec- 
tionately. ^* But Sam shall ne>/ list, TU 
take care of that. But what is the debt V 
^ *^ O, madam, it is only 50/.'* 
^ No more?" 

" Oh, and enough too for us^ poor folks 
to miss it. You see as how, madam, my 
husband work at a builder's, and this great 
lady w^ted to have a tempry building 
runup for one of her feats*, but sh^ 
grudged the money belike which my 
husband's master charged, and sur^ 
enough it was a great charge { So what 
does my poor Sara do to turn a penny, 
but b^ folbws the lady's agent out and 
G 5 says. 
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says, says he, * I would engage to do that 
job for much less." * Would you?' says 
she; and accordingly Sam was employed : 
but by the time he had got the materials and 
all that, the job came to 50/., and he still 
was paid little or nothing for his trouble. 
Howsomever, the lady liked what he did; 
though, after all, she never paid for it, and 
I never, no never, could get to the speech 
of her during this -whole year." 

*' But has the lady no husband ? If 
she has, why not send the bill to him?'* 

^' Oh, because she don't like her hus- 
band to know of her bills; and so her 
maid take 'em, and keep them for fear the 
master get hold of them ; and so I can't 
get paid, and we must go to a work- 
house, and Sam for a sojer ; not to men- 
tion a bad fever in the workhouse^ and I 
am afflicted with a lungs cough/' 

" How.dreadfully unprincipled this lady 
must be!" said Lady Jane. " But here, 

good 
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good woman, though I can but iU spare 
it, here are 20/. towards the SOL and I 
dare say Lady Anne will give the rest," 

The poor woman was so overjoyed that 
sihe could scarcely speak her thanks : at 
length she said — ^ 

** But, dear lady, if the great lady 
will pay us our right, we need not take 
any from Lady Anne and "you ; and I 
came here, because they said she had such 
tie like over her, that she mayhap could 
prevail on her to pay us." 
i f* How !" exclaimed Lady Jane, turn- 
ing pale, " has Lady Anne such influence 
over the lady? What is your name ?'*' 

^* Sarah Boddam." 

** And the lady herself ? answer me, 
I conjure you. Is it Lady Jane Percy?" 
. That's she " sure enough.*' And Lady 
Jane, conscience-stricken, sunk into a 
chair and hid her face in her hands. * 

" Dear 
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** Dear rae ! what is the matter?" cded 
the poor woman s^proaching her. At 
this moment Lady Aaae entered ; and 
surprised to see Lady Jane at all, as she 
had not been annoui!»:ed, and espedally 
in that room, she was still more sur- 
prised to see her in evident agitation^ and 
the poor woman in evident confusion. 

*' What does this mean?" cried Lady 
Anne. ^^ Speak to me, -dear Jane, and 
tell me what has happened : is your hus- 
band, is Percy ill ? " 

ThQ names of Jane and Percy showed 
the poor woman to whom she had been 
talking, and of whom complaining ; and 
frightened in the highest degree, she laid 
down the twenty pound notes which she 
had now, she thought, little prospect of 
keq>ing, and was runnii^ out of the room, 
when Lady Jane exclwrned — 

** Stay, I desire you : stay where ymi 

are. 
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are. Anne,'* she added, " des^ Anne, 
despise me if yoa will, but pay my debt 
to that poor wronged woman." 

*' Oh dear, my lady, I am sure^ my 
lady, I did not thidc, and I can't think — '' 

^* Be silait, waman^" cried Lady Anne 
roughly, ^^ and let one of you at least speak 
to be understood,*' 

While Lady Anne was thus speaking, 
Barnes came eagerly into the room, saying 
to Lady Jane, ^' Oh, my Lady, Mrs. EUia 
has sent your new court dress after 3rou, 

. which Miss has sent home to know if, 

filie shall put more point and silver fringe 
on it?*' and as she ^)oke db^ displayed 
the costly dress in all its extravagant 
beauty. Lady Anne, turning round, fixed 
her expressive eyes on the hun>bled and 
penkent Lady Jane, then said-— 

^^ Has your ladyship any fresh ordops^ 
to give?" 

** No, no— lay ihe dress down, Barnes,. 

I will 
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I will call and speak about it," replfed 
Lady Jane ; while the poor woman, gazing 
with surprise at splendour such as she had 
never seen before, wondered no l6nger 
that Lady Jane could not pay her bills. 

^* To be as concise as possible. Lady 
-Anne,'* said Lady Jane in a voice of sup- 
pressed' agitation, ** that poor woman and 
her husband haVe been driven to the 
greatest distress, and to the prospect of a 
workhouse, by my not paying them a bill 
of sol. Pay it, and save me from their 
curses and my own ! '* 

"Oh dear ! my lady, I am sure I 
should not have cursed you, my lady.'* 

" Peace, woman ! I tell you," cried 
Lady Anne angrily. ^* We ought to 
curse no one: — still,I could almost forgive 
the suflFerers by the vices of the Great^ as 
they call the rich and the noble, and as we 
call ourselves, if, in the bitterness of their 
hearts, they did curse the thoughtless ex- 
travagance 
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travagance which, itself unchastised, drives 
them often to a workhouse and a prison/' 

" You are severe, Anne/' 

" May be, but I am just/' 

** Dear me, my lady!" again observed 
Mrs. Boddam, " the lady looks so sorry 
and so ashamed that I could not have the 
heart to — " 

'* Must I again desire to hear none of 
your remarks ? They fret me beyond my 
patience. Here, I will write you a draft 
on my banker for the money directly. 
There — take it, and begone ! " And while 
the terrified woman, with a thousand curt- 
sies and thanks, and even tears of joy, 
came up to Lady Anne to receive the 
draft. Lady Jane said, *^ Really, Anne, 
your words are so rough, and your manner 
80 violent, you alarm the poor woman/* 

",My words are rough, but my actions 
kind,'' she replied. " Your words are 

kind. 
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kind, but joxtt actions cruel. I wonder 
which, in the eyes of God or man, k 
the more estimable," 

The conscious Lady Jane did not at. 
t«mpt to reply. 

l^e good woman waited till Lady 
Anne had done speaking, to make her last 
curtsy ; to which Lady Anne replied by 
a kind nod of the head : then calling after 
her, she said-^ 

*' Be sure to tell the servant to write 
down where you are to be found, in case 
I wish to inqiaire after you/' 

Mrs. Boddam, whose fear of Lady Anne 
had not power to overcome her gratitude, 
turned on her eyes so full of joy and 
grateful emotion, that Lady Anne, too 
much affected to speak, again nodded 
adieu, and shutting the door returned to 
the wretched and seif-convicted Lady 
Janei who rislievcd her feelings a little, by 

relating 
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relating to Lady Anne the whole of what 
bad passed while Lady Anne was pre- 
paring for the projected drive* 

** Well, Jane," said Lady Anne, kindly 
forbearing to dwell on the repented fault, 
" shall we go first to Miss » ■ "s about the 
dress?" 

"Name it not," aied Lady Jane, "I shall 
never be able to bear the sight of it again^ 
and if I go it shall only be to b^ her to 
diq)Ose of it. — I cannot, indeed 1 cannot^ 
incnr the guilt of buying it now, or ra-» 
ther of running in debt for it ; — ^and I 
know Lady Laurel would gladly por* 
chase it/' 

"If yon really wish to part with it,** 
said Lady Anne kindly, " you need not 
wait Lady Laurers dedsion,— ^for /• will 
purchase it." 

" You! Anoe^youT' 

" Yesr— I ;-~for I mea^ to go to eotirt 
oa the birth-day." 

" But 
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" But it will be too short for you !" 
*' Oh ! Barnes can lengthen it. Theire. 
fore, if you are in earnest, the dress is 
mine, and shall be paid for today ; and if 
you think more point and silver neces* 
sary» you shall give your orders accord- 
ingly, for I wish to have it as handsome 
as it can be made.** 

, ^* If I am in earnest ! To be sure I am j 
•^and I, yes I,^ will go in an old dress.** 
And the sigh she gave while speakmg 
these words sufficiently proved that sbe 
felt the sacrifice she was making. — Lady 
Anne kindly praised her resolution, and 

they set oBFfor Miss 'sj where such 

additions were made to the dress as Lady 
Jane recommended, and Lady Anne, 
seemingly delighted with her purchase, 
returned home in unusual spirits. 

At length the birth- day arrived ; and 
Lady Jane, having made an old court- 
dress as smart as she could, was preparing 

to 
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to put it on ; when LSidy Anne, dressed in: 
a simple white crape with a white satin 
train, and all its ornaments pearls and 
white roses, entered her apartment, ready 
for court, and, dismissing Eilis, spok^ to 
the astonished Lady Jane as follows :— 
** I have tried your resolution, dearest 
Jane, on a point In which it has usually 
been -most vulnerable, and I have seen 
with delight that it has stood the trial 
nobly.-— You have now for once practised 
the virtue of self-denial, and I flatter my- 
self that the pleasure which has been the 
result to you from the conscidusness of 
your firmness will tempt you to the exer- 
tion of similar forbearance in future.— 
But as all virtue is the more stable, I 
believe, for being propped with rewards 
and praises, I must tell you I never 
thought of purchasing the dress for my- 
self, but as a present for you, and you 

will 
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will see it lying ori your own bed ready 
to be put on.** 

Perhaps Lady Jane bad never known a 
much happier moment ! She, even she, 
had earned the most rich and beautifat 
dress she had ever fancied, by an act df 
self denial: — But, in a different way, 
Lady Anne was as much pleased as Lady 
Jane ;— and it was with hearts full of re- 
newed and even strengthened affection 
towards each other that they proceeded 
tb St, James's. But, alas ! all Lady Jane's 
good feelings were evanescent, and her re- 
pentance only bloomed like the gum cistus, 
that sheds its leaves almost as soon as they 
are blown, and Lady Anne's hopes of her 
amendment were again blighted. 

Yes — Mr. Percy was indeed a re- 
straint on the extravagance of Lady Jan^ 
r— and she proved that he h'ad been so, 
by prevailing on her indulgent husbafi* 
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ta make great and unnecessary alterations - 
in the seat belonging to the family, as 
soon as his father's death made him pos- 
sessor of that venerable mansion. — ^Percy 
thought, indeed, that the house which had 
suited his noble and exemplary mother 
might have satisfied the pride and the 
taste of his wife ; but the yieldingness of 
his temper, assisted by the natural indo* 
lence of his disposition, and that un« 
ottered but conscious sentiment which I 
believe has ruined many wives, ^^ any 
thing for a quiet Ufe,*' made Percy sub^- 
mit to what he did not approve. And in a 
short time after Mr. Percy was no more, 
the house at Percy Park was filled with 
workmen, who were going to modernize 
entirely that side of it which commanded 
the south-west, and a beautiful plain water- 
ed by a meandering stream, which stream 
was now to roll along a widely spreading 
river; but the other side, which looked 

on 
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on rocks and mountains, aad frowned in 
castellated grandeur, was allowed to retain 
its gloomy antiquity, 

^' Yes, Anne/' sard Lady Jane to her 
cousin, who was alarmed at the idea of 
these changes, both from principle and 
taste, " you need not fear ; , I mean to 
keep the grand, but add the agreeable: 
— in short, I mean that one side of my 
house should resemble you^ and the other 
me. Agreeable in every sense of the 
word will I endeavour to render my man- 
sion both inside and out ; books, statues, 
paintings, gems, and medals shall crowd 
the modem part of the edifice ; — and here 
shall 

from the mould to conscious being start 

Those finer forms, the miracles of art j 
Here chosen gems imprest on sulphur shine. 
That slept for ages in a second mine ; 

and here — 

.„_^ — ■ I its warmest hues the pencil -flings, 

Lo ! here the lost restores, the absent brings. 

And 
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And sUll the few best lovod^ and naost reVered, 
Rise round the board their social smile endear'd/* 

added Lady Jane, leading Lady Anne to 
the dining-room, which was already biing 
with portraits by the first artists* " Now 
fol^w me to the library/' she exclaimed, 
f* Here shall I, 

while the shaded lamp's mild lustre sirtams. 

Read ancient books, or woe-inspiring dreams -, 
And, when a sage's bust arrests me here. 
Pause, and his features with his thoughts compare. 
Ah ! most that ^rt my grateful rapture calls 
Wbkh breathes a soul into the silent wall&. 
Which gathers round the will of every tongue. 
All on whose words departed nations hung. 
Still prompt to cliarm with many a converse sweety 
Guides in the world, companions in retreat*." 

** Well, but, dear Jane," observed Lady 
Anne, *^ could you not have dined in the 
dining-room as. it was before, and having 
your friends around you, without these 

* In all the lines quoted by Lady Jane on this 
occasion, see '* Rogers's Epistle to a iricnd."- 

expensive 
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av^o^«k^f^ttto^^ (^c«M you fpt 
ijafe read in the stjaijy^sack as c^ir dear 
g^dap left it?'* 

^* ^ivy to he sure I could, when ho^^, 
«ftt i^ a tpom however ugly ; when %t^ 
ifi^Niis*:! ^<$pld read in a Ujbn^ry however 
qfitt^tily fitted ii{>: hut no roome are tfa| 
worse foz' bm^ fashioaed by tl^ hsMad ^ 

*^ No J th^ room% Jane, will not b§ 
d)e worse^bpt their owners may; for 
Taste t& always. fplk>w4Kl hy i^ evjl 



Its evil g^ius, Anne ? l?^o, not so, 
when wealth and powa: warrant its al» 
tendance on T2Wte." . 

"True, but. '' 

*^Nay, nay — ^no buts, most besmt^ul 
Mentor 1 for, rememb^, in all ^t I mK 
now doing I have my hud)aQd*8 ^pproba* 



tion.'' 



TUs wa^ iiMte«i W^ im4 I^^^ ^ 

chi^Bied 
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diarmed and ghuifkdHirfiea he behckl ^ 
reBKBit of Lady Jme's creative taste; while 
evei LadyAime smiled wih admitrng 
wonder, as tiie sunreyed (he beamies ^ 
iiad hdparted, when all the decoratumn 
were coid(iIeteIy finished* Bot aeithsr 
Xiady Antie nor P^cy coiltioued to imile 
wbea the hills caiM in, atod Lady Jane 
hersdf was startled and abrmed when she 
found that the esq>e8d&ur€ was more than 
double the estimate! Nor did the ejc- 
fi^nse slop there. As Lftdy Jane bad con- 
trived a music-room, fhe must have con- 
certs ; and during the four months which 
they passed at Ptecy Plark, musical pro- 
fessors must be there as their gue^s. As 
die had erects a room which could be 
coQwrted into a private theatre, she mu^t 
have private theatricak } wd Percy found 
that, lalHsifafr isk town or countiy, expen- 
diture of a most enonvoiis nature attended 
4)te <fom iiight till nicnupg, » the Fmea 
^4H»yl. K on 
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on the p^secttted Orestes, Siill he w^s 
not much distressed, because he kaiew 
that his income was equal to all his a|^ 
rent expenses: but had he been aware that 
Lady Janets expenses which he did not 
know, were equal to those with which he 
was acquainted, he would indeed have 
lost all peace of mind, and have been 
routed to exertions of authority, which 
would have checked, though they would 
hot probably have cured, her thoughtless 
extravagance. Still, though Percy did 
not find in the country the retirement 
which he -sought, he loved the months 
which he passed at Percy Park, bei^tuse 
he had there more enjoyment of his wife's 
and childr«i*s society^ for Lady ^ lane, 
though she could not give up ihe dear 
delight of reigi^g as mistress of the 
revels in the <x>untry, and disp^aymg her 
fine taste in festal decoration^ bad the 
good feeling and the gratieful affecdon, 

.whatever 
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'^HaCiver ^ests $he had at her house, to 
devote her whole momiDgs to her hu&- 
bsoid : and all the hours which intervened 
jErom the time when she rose to that when 
she retired to dress for dinner, she spent in 
'Walking, riding, driving, or reading with 
Percy, 

At length Lady Anne, having been se^ 
duced by the love, almost maternal^ which 
'^e began to feel for the children, and by 
the hope of being tome restraint on the 
ierrors of Lady lane» to consent finally to 
become their guest for some m<mtfas at 
least, was, when those months were at an 
6id^ persuaded to stay stiH longer^ But 
thoi^h tht first months of her stay with 
tfasem were pleasant, she socm ibund that 
the ensuing ones would make her conti* 
Dued residence not only painf&l, butam* 
proper: it was also soon evident to her that 
Lady Jane was not only unhappy, hut that 
something weighed heavily on her mi^d ^ 
- • ''' H 2 and 
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and she could not but attnbute it to ber 
b&ng again deeply involred in debt^ frc»a 
ivhichshe was resolved tteit she would not 
tvei attempt to free her. Besides, like all 
persons displeased wiih themselves^ Lady 
Jane was captious and irascible widi 
others ; and very often, when Lady Anme 
Jiad not the retnotestida of advertii^ to 
such a subject, die would accuse ber ci: 
reproaching her with Ae obligatk>n8 she 
had conferred on hen But it was not the 
fains iso much as the pleasui:^ of acedding 
imder her cousin's rod*, that deterauned 
die conscientious Lady Anne to quit it 
Percy, since Lady . Anae becasae t^: 
guest, had found her coman^sdaoa a^^ 
fdeastoit, and was so gi»tifie4 1^ theeiv|>i 
dent interest w^hdie tocsin bis siuxess> 
OS an orator, and the eveiy dsy^ mcreasiiigr 
(ame which he acquired, that,, m^es^itf? 
accompanying Lady Jaqe tpj(%a»paitiei^; 
hemorethan onceprpfen:^ dJnJBNgatboaaft: 

with 
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xrich Lady Anne (who rarely dmed out) 
and his littl* toys, w1k>, now Aree years, 
old, were permitted ta dine at table mih 
their mamma Anne, or rather ate their 
snpper while she dined: and it was aU^ 
ways very reluctandy that Percy left bis 
home> thus rendered agreeable to him ia 
a more domestic Way than it had lately. 
been by Lady Jane, even, to repair to tb^ 
House, and pursue the line of Ufe whicbk;^ 
he so warmly loved. 

Nor was it long before Lady Jane be^*. 
<^me alarmed at theevidentdeUgbt he took 
isi her cousin*s society^ for her good ssnse^ 
tau£^ Im that beauty, and even thaH 
power of alttacidoa \Krhich Percy denonu« 
nated charm, must lose its influence by 
costom over any husband however km^ 
unless its sway be maintained by solid and 
sopeiior qualides of mind and hearty' 
^hkfa^ ISbe pure gold on. w^iicb enamel 
has bees wnked^ retain: their ?alue wheQ' 

the 
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the enamel is worn away* She was only 
conscious that, if compared to Lady Anne,' 
she must shine with diminished lustre in 
Percy's eyes ; and she was also conscious 
that, though enamel* might very well 
represent her^ Lady Anne was better 
designated by sterling gold. Besides, she 
tliought, and justly too, that Lady Anne, 
if conscious that she pleased, would ill 
time study to be pleasing ; and Percy 
himself had said, that if Lady Anne 
would but condescend to be agreeable, 
she would be irresistible — ** and alas!*' 
cried Lady Jane, *' have I not obscured all 
iny graces in the eyes of my husband, by 
errors which not even the most partid 
fondness can excuse ?'* 

While these saddening thoughts were 
passing in Lady Jane's mind. Lady Anne 
was calling herself to a strict account fof 
the delight her thoughts afforded heif; 
She could not but feel, and the conscious 

nes$ 
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ness was delightful to her, diat Percy. 
took greater pleasure in her society than. 
ip, that of any one, and this she considered 
as an injury to Lady Jane,-r-" Well then^pj 
k shall, it must be relinquished/* thoughjt 
X.ady Anne : but aware that, if she lived 
in London, he would be perhaps her 
most frequent visitor, she resolved to give 
up all idea of fixing her future establisix-i 
mentin London, and secretly gave orders 
to have a fine old castle in Wales, which 
she inherited in right of her mother, got 
ready for her reception. *' Again,'* said 
§he to herself, *' the. hall of my fathers 
shall resound to the loud welcome of hos- 
pitality, and the harp shall awaken the 
echoes of its walU:'* but she.sigbed to think 
that she must leave the lovely children 
behind her: might she be permitted to take 
the little Harry Percy with her, she should 
be contented ; nay more, she would be 
happy ! But she still kept ^er plans un* 
., ; revealedf 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



,rew2^„ kptr $b^ shpuld be\e^q>o3ed ,to 
«Ucit^pi|s to adtj^r tbemj. whichj a$ d^ 
kfiew; tbfy. would be una\rJ^Ung, it woul^ 
^ irj^gypmctoUertoJiear. . : 

^ I^ .tb^ meantime Lfdj Jane continued 
tjo rea her .giddy care,^r, while, though 
shi^sdU wn^the object of Percy *s Iove,sh^ 
^veij day diminished in his esteem. One 
day, yihile Lady Aniae was sitting with 
I^ady Jane in her dresising-room, Percy 
iame in wiibM mr and m^ner confer- 
kbly agiiated; and while Lady Jane with a 
wife*s conscious right could ask what had 
«Q evidently disturbed hini> Lady Anne, 
though equally anxious, couid only dare 
to look thfe ataiety which she felt. 

^Do ^ow adt what ails me, Jjme?** 
iaid Percy. ^^ Then I will tell youj but I 
•Iready feel that I am a fool to be so di^ 
turbed : the truth is, that I came suddenly 
lupon your maid Ellis, as she was reading 
a l)m$ fzpet which I took for a bill, and 

wbicb| 
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^IdcB^ i^bMng me, she tttdf & great cob* 
iFu^on to put kk heir pockefe;' Atemed A 
ihis^ ^d rendered ^osplcbiis by IRutner 06* 
currences, I sternly demaiidedWhit^t'W^ 
the wsis 80 eager to coticetAf dtt tx^ch^ 
^e blushing and' stammermg replied^ 
' Sir, it is, sir, a letter from a ybung nlan 
who is with the armite:^ and I let her de* 
liart unquestioned further 2 but she might 
sot die might not speak truth: however, I 
wais wilKi^ to hope the^r^f." Here he 
paused^ checked by the pale chedc^ the 
downcast esyt of his conscious wife, 

"I kndw,^ said the equally ahrined 
Lady Anne, ^* that Ellis has a lorer wi& 
the armies-** 

" Has she?" returned Percy es^erly* 
" Hiank youl God^ bless yoi for that 
assurance, kind Lady Anne 1'* 

'* I see you are very suspicious ho% 
Percy,*' said Lady Jfeme ferotly. ' 
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- *< ^t ^ai, d^r Jan*, ttell me if i have not 
an excuse for feeing so.-^O believe me, to 
be able to confide implicitly in your pru- 
dence is the dearest wish of my soul ; and I 
do, indeed I do, frequently repeat to mysdf 
— ^ No, let mt not distrust her; she cannot 
be so cruel, she cannot be so base or so 
ungrateful to her noble -minded cooan, 
to go on as she formerly did j she lovee 
♦me too weH, and Lady Anne too well} 
nor could she bear to run even the rfek, 
which she would do, of losing—*' 
" Of losing what?*' asked Lady Jane. 
*• Of losmg me and my affections for 
ever; for were you, best beloved of my 
heart as you now are, to involve yoursetf, 
and consequently me, in pecunkuy em- 
'barrassmenfs again, I would, though my 
^ heart bled With pity and tenderness at 
every^pore, I would cease to live with you, 
and separate from you for ever ! ** :. 

So 
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So sa)ruig, pale aoil jagHated as Lady 
Jau^ herself) he^uddeuty, and hastily )eft 
the room. . 

*' Then 1 aHi lost 1 " , cried Lady Jane, 
tl^owiag herself back on a sofa, and 
clasping, her hands in agony. . . 

"Lost! say. you?" exclaimed Lady 
Anne with more indignation, than ten- 
,demess> " can it, indeed be true thjit you 
have d^erved the sad penalty which youj: 
husband has threatened you with ? *' . ^ 

** It is indeed true/* she replied, *^ that 
^I haye incurred fresh dd^^tsj smd unless you 
can.and.will assist me," she added with aiji 
agony of tears, and catching Lady Anne's 
jjand, " you wiU soon see Percy wretcljed, 
and me not only an outcast frombis affec- 
tions but his roof/* . 
Xady Anne indignantly withdrew her 
h^, regarding her guilty cousin with 
looks of angry contempt. Lady Jane felf 
them to the bottom of her heart} while 
[ \ * ' " P"de, 
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pAiej and that pettishncss the result of 
€<xiscious degradation^ pr^ttipitd her to 

^* Wellj Lady Anne, if nothing less 
thab txsf being punished ibr my faults by 
die k>s8 of my husband's love said pfro« 
tectiM will sadsify yonr rigid ideas of re- 
tributive justice, be it so. — ^Yet I would 
advise your ladyship to ^scrutimse accu- 
lately your own ttiotives for thk rqectkni 
lof die prayer of my misery. Take tare 
lest it be because the idea of my loang 
the hi^art of E^ercy is an agreeable one to 
yotfr ima^nsition, and therefore you wish 
St to be realized.'* 

^^ Fallen as you were bisfore in my e^ 
teem,"' replied Lady Anne with one of 
her most haughty and comemptuous looks, 
'^ this speech ha^ st^ you s^ loww : 
tut I amnot t& be frightened, by the dread - 
t>f incmiiogyour meapas^dpidoas, into an 
actioAWhich my judgement iiuyco&denm; 

. u -* * nor 
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nor can aAy cdn^deration for mjseifi 
Lady lafte, ittipd me to wlHit I iMklEipttK 
as wrong conduct. Had you, madM^^' 
endeavoured to mov^ my fedings by pic» 
turing to me y^mr own prdbiMe tt&ser^i 
and the anguish of your husband \lrheii 
your unwcmhmess shall be made kno^^m 
to him, you would haVe^cceeded bettar**^ 

Long before Lady Anne had 4pM~ 
^>estkk^,the self-judged Ludy lafteh^ 
felt every sensattoit of pride Tsdush intOr^ 
faumiHty dniost amounting to abjecteeas $ 
and when ahe had finished apeaking^he 
sdnk on her knees before her ju8% of^ 
fended cou^n, and begged her to Ibrgive 
the petulance of a sdf-convicted and de« 
aperate woman. 

^ And is it the envied wife of Percy 
whom I behold thus desperate and thus 
degraded ! " thought Lady Anne: "she, 
who might have been the hapi»est of ih^ 
happy;'.\ w^-//''-- '//--^ ■ •■ •' '-' -''K ^-^ 
" L ^ Rise, 
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^ <^Ri8e>tady Jane,* -saidLady Anne," nor 
^dd such base selfhumiliatioxi to the faults 
fdready committed. Your present vord^ 
your looks, are more calciilated certaizily 
to aSect m^e. thaa your former oues^ and 
have almost conquered my repugnance to 
squandar on you, and the paymi^ of 
th.e debts of extravagant profligacy, the 
money whidi would, either lent or given 
to honest industrious tradesmen, have 
^ved them from ruin^ or ^haye laid the 
foundation of their future independence. 
P God of benevolence and justice," she 
added, clasping her hands and raising^her 
eyes to heaven, ".how can I answar to 
ihee this waste.cf thy indulgent bounty 1"^ 
** Is there no ruin," answeredLady J^e, 
{who, like*aU persons accustomed to be 
in debt and to borrow money, had lost all 
feelings of delicacy, ) " is there no rW 
but ruin in trade that it would be yitttte 
to prevent? Is not the ruin of a firiend'? 
^: ,; ^» peace 
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peace of mind^ of a relatba'd iair famej 

emhled to equal if not soperior coiisb' 

deration ? Can you wiihofut hdrror Wf 

collect the dreadful state of agttatkxa ia 

vhich your and 6iy bcflgved Perty left the 

room, only on the bar^ mggestion of whai 

will soon be a reality ? Can you bear t^ 

dwell on the image of tWs house depriye^ 

of its mistress by the {>ublicati<m of her 

errors? and Percy of the wife who, perr 

haps, even spdte of her faults, he taxf 

cherish in the recesses of his heart ? Caia 

you bear to fiincy me, your once loved 

Jane, the companion of your youth, weai> 

ing ^way the rest of life in retirement^ 

which the pangs of conscious ,degradar 

tion will forbid me. either to enjoy, or to 

improve ; while I every day undermine 

-that life of misery, by having recourse to 

^^nates to suspend my sense of sufferkig? 

Oh ! Lady Anne, if your timely assistance 

could j>reveiit tbe realisation df this pic- 

' V ture. 
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ttire, would it not be as great an act of 
betteroieftce to a^ord it for diat purpose^ 
AS to aid one tradesman or make the for* 
imeof aoother?" 

Lady A»ne diuddered while she listen<» 
^ to her; for she well knew that the 
^cture now only the creature of irna^ma- 
iKim^ might only too soon become a reality; 
9nd after communing with herself some 
iSme in^Ience^^e at last ssid, <* I have at 
Ihis moment m my banker's hands a pretty 
Considerable suqpi: it was destined for 
other purposes : but if this sum can be of 
use in removing your embarrassments, 
and preserving you and Percy from the 
ik>rmrs you have described and I fcn^esee^ 
•it is at ybut service j but—** Here Lady 
Jane^ interrupted her l)y clamorous ex- 
pres^ons of gratitude, 2Xkd an embrace 
which Lady Anne as yet could not prevail 
•on herself to return. 
^^ Don't intemipt me/' said Lady 

Anne: 
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Anne : " I wish to ^11 you ^at more I 
cannot, ivill not daV and if you are fever 
involved again^ you must take the conse- 
quences of your own auctions, and, how- 
ever reluctantly, disclose ^11 to your hus- 
band. My paternal estates; are, you know^ 
entailed q^ the male heir : but I have the 
fee of those which I derive from my md- 
(her; and I can, if I choose, sett or do 
vrhat I please with (me of them : bat tms 
I will not do, for the s^e of one very dear^ 
to me4 The elder of your twins, Libnef 
Percys must be a* rich man, while tha 
younger can only inherit a younger bro- 
ther's fortune. — But as I positively shall 
never marry, I iti^n to adopt &^ Vitih 
Harry, and for him preserve my landed 
property mviolate^ I mean, wkh youf 
and his father's approbation.'' 

"Our approbatbn, Anne! And can 
you suppose that we shall withhold it» 

evet 
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even at the ri^ of your one day changing 
your nimd and marrying ?*' 
' " Marrying ! No— that I sbaS never do.^ 
-^Now let me tell you my plans :«— mstead^ 
of having an establishment in London, it 
is my intention to reside, probably all the 
year round, at a castle I have in Wales, 
and I this day received a letter from my 
agent to say that it is ready for me }-*<inct 
I have also a letter from my relation Mrs* 
Tyrawley, telling me that she and hep 
daughter will most gladly accept my in- 
vitation to live with Vne, and they^ wiU 
meet me at my new residence next week.** 
"Next week !'* exclaimed Lady Jane; 
^^ and^ will you indeed leave me, and so 
^n?'^ while the consciousness that ere 
long ^e would require Lady Anne to 
stand between her and her husband's 
anger, shook her whole frame with evi* 
dent emotion. 
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*^ I am resolved,'^ $aid Lady Anne: *^a 
London life does not suit me: to ttie itia 
heartless all : znd though I occasionally 
meet at jcwt parties^ and at.ochers^ sqdx 
society asit is both instructive and honour^ 
able to be one of, still these bappy even* 
inrgs are the few^ and insipid ones the 
many : but in my new abode I shall 
have rational pursuits, leisure to follow 
^bem, and active duties to fulfil ; a n\x* 
merou6 tenantry to make happy ; and I 
shall be able to v(?itness the happmes9 
which I promote." 

** Rit in the meanwhile you leave your 
adopted son ! '* : 

<* Aye, that will be a pang, but——*' 

<^ But what ? would you have us resign 
him to you?" 

^^* Ob ! mock me not with a thought so 
blissfuH" 

•* Nayi Anne, whatever it costs me, if 
Percy will consent and you will gQ^^he 

little 
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Mttle Harry shiili go wkh you:*' w^ 
Lady Anne's heart being by this meani 
doft^ied towards her cousin^ she threw! 
herself on her neck and warmly articular^ 
her thanks. Lady Anne, though she 
loved iiome, doted on Harry Percy, p»- 
haps because hb mcine was Harry, and 
she also saw in him a iikeness of hb Eidier} 
and to be able, while aroidrng on priaci^ 
pie further association with the fother, to 
recompense herself by being of use to die 
scm, «^s an idea so fuU of exquisite eDjoy- 
ment, that Lady Anne could not thank 
Lady Jsme enough for having given it ut* 
terance^ iud prooaised to givic^ k sub* 
stance. 

Not to dwell on thb subject, in a few 
days all was ready for Lady Anae'SB de* 
parture^ and Percy consented that lit- 
tle Hairy should )^ with her, and b*^ 
in fvLtxm her a(k>pted chiM ! But so grefiit • 
«»as the sorrow he evpres^ at tfae -idM 

of 
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# 

^parting wich Lady Anoe as well af 
Harryj that Lady Jane could not help re» 
jddag, r^ganli^ss of her own involve* 
IMIH$» thabt she was g<mg away. 

At length the carriage^ a new and 
Iiandsome ane^ drawn by four horses^ and 
attended by two outriders in the Mortimar 
liYsery, drew up to th/e door, followed by 
an dc^gant little phaeton with four postr 
horses; and for the first time sinoe she 
cme of age the daughter of the Marqub 
0f J>— -T bad an eqiupa^ suited to her 
raenkinlife* 

^* I3o, Jane/' said Percy> " come to the 
wndowt and look zt your cousin's new 
carriagea. This is as it should be. Lady 
Afuie.: Ufifw pleased my poor hxher 
would have been to see thb day ! '* 

This,^pee€j),tboi^h not meant, as such, 

I#dy Jane <^d not ^Ip taking as a re* 

pTM^ otpJier, whose egumragance had 

canted itlKly^Aigie^acMPnoi^ 

r. of 
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tof goiTig io the window she btirst intt) 
l^rs. But Percy, attrilkifing her amotions 
tb sorrow at parting with Lady Anne, arid a 
consequent dislike to see the carriage whkh 
vfzs to convey her away^ 6at down by fcef , 
-and affectionately assured her he sytnpa- - 
thized with her most sincerely in her grief 
at losing her cousin* At this fnonienrthe 
little Harry was led in by his attendant ; 
and Percy, with a quivering lip, took him in 
'his arms and kissed his happy fate, radlsmt 
with the expected delight -^f riding in a 
carriage along with dear mamma An6e^ < 
*^Take him, he is yours, dear Lady 
'Anne,-* said Percy, giving him to bet 
^rms ; ** and to ho one less beloved, fess 
lionoured, would I intrust a charge so 
precious." ' 

^ Percy's maimer was solemn, ;iud Lddy 
'Anne caught its soleiimity ; for, cat^img 
the child to her tiosbm, she raised her fine 
'^yes as if calling on heaven to trfme^lier 

- engagement 
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engagement to do her utmost duty^y the 
child so commixed to her cai«, diM bo^;;^ 
her head on his, in order to express the 
pleased acquiescence which she could not 
tru^t her voice to articuUne, 
' '* Yes, dear Lady Anne," continued he, 
** the child is yours ; and if you make 
him m any degree resemble you, b^ will 
be all a father's he^rt can wish l^m.** 
• ** Come, let us gp," said the cbild, 
Jnterruptiog the general sil^ce of emotion^ 
.^^ Harry wants to go ride with mamma 
Anne/' ; 

, " Little wretch 1 " said Lady Jane, " he 
is not at all sorry to leave me. Harry, are 
,you not vexed to leave poor mamma 
Jane?" 

^' No, no— I like to go with ma^nma 
Aime: b|it we come agadn to see you, 
rfi^Vt we, Anne?" 

" At lea^t we hope mamma Jane will 
4»meja»dseeu5r , . 

" Yes, 
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' "Tics, y e s mamimt Jtoe cotae to 
««; Gdod bye, Jtoe/* hddittg up b!i 
pretty utotith to hcf • 

Lady Jacne clasped him in her arms, 
weeping even tosobMng as she did so. 

** We had better go and not prolong 
this pamful scene/* said Lady Anne, htr^ 
eelf viaiUy aflfS?cted; and having clasped 
her cousiii m a long and affecdonate em- 
brace, she gave her Imnd to Percy, and in 
a short timjc Ibimd ba-sdf in the cai^ 
riage ; wh3e Percy, tak^g the child irom 
bis att»dant*s arms, kissed him for the 
last tune, s^, wkhout uttering a nr^d, 
saw the clurriages drive off. Thate^aio^ 
Lady Jane's ^kits wete so depressed &om 
the loss of her <x)u^ sx^ her chfld, dUC 
sbe gave up three engagementit, and staid 
at home with b^ bushed, in whoti eyes 
she consequently lool^d more amisMr 
than Ae bad 4oae £)r many mombs. 

Lady Anne, meanwhile^ was oq bar 

journey 
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journey ix^o Caenuryoostf iiejt:^^ iqocfa 
happier thau she had i^icen fif>;:^«9)^,^e^^ 
Percy had confided his child^tQr.])^ c^, , 
desirtn^^ her to make him all arfatk^ 
heart could wish hy^ptaiing hmjihe h^^^. 
self; and Lady Anne . co^ld opt help 
giving herself vp to all tha 4^1jght tbii.^ 
idea occa^d^ her. Lfady 4|UKU'vi)eo * 
she sqjprpached Green Roclc^ the naipe 
of her castle^ found that she had judged : 
right in coming to it wkh a ^cplendld 
equipage, as her teoams Tirould bate^ bem 
disappdnted if she had done otherwise; for 
they aB came out to meet her in their best 
apimd> to welcome her to the abode of 
hsf attcMors. Mrs. Tyrawley and her 
Asttigfatet; were^waiting also to receive her; 
and wimt vfiAi the pleasure and gratttode 
they ezpres^ at being inviteif to live 
QnAn: hev roo£, tfabdj^ightof the cfaiM at 
Ae hotset an^ ^keir :rid(m» aftd the harp- 
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ers raising the strain of welcome in the 
grand hail of entrance, the beauty of the 
country, and the fineness of the weaiher, 
Lady Anne felt an alcnost overpowering 
sensation of pleasure, and a scarcely 
defined wish to live and die where she 
was. 

In a shorjt time theTyrawleys had their 
suite of rooms allotted to them, and Lady 
Anne hers; and Lady Anne began the 
education of little Harry Percy. She bad 
taken, while in Clarges-street, an instructor 
in the Latin language, the rudiments of. 
which her father had taught her, and she 
succeeded in learning enough of Latini to 
enable her to be of great use to her young 
charge : but finding that the village curate, 
was learned, virtuous, and poor, she hired 
him, at a salary double that which he asked, 
to assist her in educating her adopted son ; 
while Miss Tyrawley, who had once been 

a governess 
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a governess in a family that had travelled 
and resided abroad, undertook to teach 
him meanwhile as' much as should be 
necessary of French and Italian. ' 

While the little Harry, now four years 
old, was taught useful and regular ha- 
bits of application, his health and Lady 
Anne*8 too were much improved by 
(fcrily exercise; and every morning be- 
fore breakfast Lady Anne and Harry 
breathed the fine air of the mountains, 
and returned to breakfast blooming as the 
natives themselves. Indeed, now she had 
an object on whom her affections could 
with propriety be placed, and all the bene- 
volent usefulness of her nature exercised. 
Lady Anne was become a different being, 
and she resembled Gray*s description of 
* Cheerfulness' — 



• a nymph of healthiest hue. 



Her buskioft gemm'd with morning dew :** 
whilethe hours, which during herresidence 
I a at 
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at Lady Jane's had hung occasionally so 
heavily on her hands, now flew with in- 
credible rapidity. When she had been at 
Green Rock three months Percy came 
down for a few days^ and was charmed to 
see his child grown and improved both 
in mind and body, even in that short 
time; and when he departed he expressed 
his hope of bringing Lady Jane down 
when the London season was over ; and 
Lady Anne's delicacy and judgement 
were better satisfied with the prospect of 
seeing him accompanied by Lady Jane, 
than they had been by his visiting Green 
Rock alone* 

When Percy returned to London, Lac^ 
Jane was pained, though pleased, to hear 
with what delight he spoke of his visit, 
and of the improvement visible already 
in his little boy; and she took occa- 
sion to observe, that it would be a pity a 
woman so calculated to undertake the 

^ucation 
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education of children should not herself 
be a wife and mother. 

" She will be both, I hope and trust,^* 
said Percy eagerly, ** one day or other, 
for I do not mind her resolutions to the 
contrary/* 

^ And do you realli/ wish Lady Anne 
4o n^rry ?" as eagerly returned his wife. 

*' To be sure I do. Can you think so 
meanly of me, as to si*ppose that any con- 
sideration for my child*s interest could 
make me so base as to wish Lady Anne 
not to 611 that situation for which ber vir- 
tues qualify her?'* 

Lady Jane had no such meaning : but 
she had no objection to Percy's remaining 
ignorant what her real meaning was ; and 
assuring him that she spoke without much 
thought, she left him to dress for a party, 
a good deal relieved by the assurance that 
he did wish Lady Anne to marry. 

Tforee months after this, Percy entered 

Lady 
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I^ady Jane's dressing-room one monung 
with a strong expression of pleasure on 
his countenance, which he explamed by 
telling her, that by a letter from his solici- 
tor he learnt he had recovered for him a 
debt of several thousand pounds which 
bis father had given up for lost. — ^But 
Lady Jane's pleasure at this- intelligence 
was completely destroyed by what -fol- 
lowed : *' therefore," added Percy, " I shall 
be able to fulfil my poor mother's wishes^ 
•—which were, that I should sue for a ba- 
rony that i$ in her family ; her family 
being, though not as old and noble as oiy 
father's^ a very respectable one, with a 
title in abeyance. — 1 know that it will cost 
me some thousands to succeed : but my 
. right is indisputable ; and though I should 
grieve much to leave the Lower House, it 
is on my conscience to try to get into the 
Upper one. — Therefore thia money comes 
to whet my almost blunted purpose.-^But 

what 
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what is the^matter, Jane? you seem go\wr 
to faint !*' And so she was, so much had 
Percy's intentions overset her. But Percy 
attributing her illness to her situation, 
Tf^hich she had just disclosed to him, su- 
spected hot that it originated in a moral 
cause, and after seeing her a little reviyed 
kt left her to the care of Ellis. 

As soon as he was gone, she gave vray 
to the utmost violence of despair, and 
dhuttJng herself up alone she paced the 
ifoom in almost phrensied violence ; for, 
having iately prevailed on herself to look 
over the bills which Ellis had brought her, 
$he had convinced herself that at least two- 
thirds of the money that Percy had reco- 
vered would be necessary ta discharge her 
debts,— ►which must soon be disclosed, — 
although the sum given her by Lady Anne 
had served to pacify some of the most 
clamorous creditors.^ — ^Could she then be 
so treacherous and base as to allow Percy 

to 
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to enter into ti^ e^qienses of law-pro- 
ceedings, when she vrell knew he woukl 
be distressed for money to defray them? 
No : she could be extravagant, and 
eren viciously, ppodigal} but she ooul4 
lot so &r betray the confidence of a 
genefous husbao^; ^tnd she resolved 
therefore^ tboqgh at -the certain risk of 
bemg, as ^ told X^ady Atme, ^^ not 
only an outcast from FercyV affections^ 
but Aom his roof a}so^" to confess the 
whole of her delinquency, said shpw him 
the necessity ^f appropmting bis thou* 
^mdS| not in the acqukition of new ho* 
nours to himself, but in preserving some 
little reputation of common honesty to 
her* But how could she endure to meet 
his agonies and his resentment upon the 
first disclosure ? She could not do it, suid 
therefore resolved to write the disclo* 
sure, and set off unknown to him for 
Lady Anne's abode, there to remain titt 

the 
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the fiiBC storm vS hk^teUiigs had subsided^ 
tad to atvtit tkere hb fiaal dedaion »• 
speattng bi?r. ibture destmadosi ; for, after 
what be fead said^ sb^ had no idea that be 
vro\dd doom her to a les^ pimishmeiit 
than banishment. Accordingly, after a 
night of wretchedness, passed on pretence 
of illness m a separate apartment from 
her husband. Lady Jane arranged every 
thing for her departure with Ellis, her 
unavoidable confidante. As soon therefore 
^ Percy went out on his usnal morning 
walk, the letter of disclosure was laid oa 
the table in his library. Then telKng the 
servants she was going out for a drive into^ 
the country^ I^dy Jane and Ellis got into a 
post-chaise, without the former's having 
davedfto trust herself tosee her little Lionel^ 
and she desired the postiUioii to drive in the 
exact contrary direction to Wales ^ but it^ 
the nekt street she gave di£^ent orders,^ 
a|id arrived ia a frame c^ naiad the most 
1 S pitiable 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



178 LADY AKNE AND LADY JANE. 

pitiable at the end of the first stage on the 
road to Green Rock. Here, though very 
ill, she took fresh horses and proceeded ; 
but at thc'^end of the second stage she was 
too unwell to go on, and before night she 
had symptoms of fever. 

Percy meanwhile had been unavoidably 
detained from home till a late hour, and 
on his return his first question was, ** How 
is your lady?'* 

** My lady is very well, I believe, sir," 
said the servants, *' for her ladyship and 
Ellis are gone out in a post-chaise to drive 
into the country." 

** In a post-chaise ! Why not in the 
carriage?*' cried Percy. But recollecting 
himself, he concluded that Lady Jane was 
gone on some errand of charity, and did 
not choose to be known ; and void of all 
alarm he entered his library ; nor, though 
he saw z letter there directed to him in 
I^ady Jane's own hand, did he believe it was 

any 
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aay thing' mo;^ cban s|b explanation pf her 
errand into the country with Ellis. Hi^ 
surprise and his misery therefore "were un- 
speakable whfn he read the letter^ an4 
found that LaJy Jane had withdrawn her^ 
self from his resentment. — " But she has 
doixe wisely y* said he, " and I thank her j 
for, h$id I seen her ii> the first transports of 
my just resentment, I might, perhaps have 
reproached her too bitterly I'* 

That livelong night he passed in 
sleepless wretchedness j but whea mom* 
uig dawned he had contrived to think 
himself into more composure j for he 
bj^d taught himself to set against her 
guilt ia incurring, so vast a debt, her 
geiierodty ja avowing it, in order to pre- 
sent ^lis commencing a suit, of which 
it would not be in his power to pay the 
unavp^dable expenses: "And she did 
it, top/*' said he, " though at, the risk of 
losing njie for ever ! — ^There was virtue ia 

that. 
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that^ and perhaps she is not whdlly ine- 
cfettmable. Perhaps, if I treat her with le* 
nity, I ^U shame her into ref<Hraiation ; 
and her generous nature, for generous it 
certainly is, will be piqued into a reqi^i 
of my kindness by abstaining from evH 
in future/' 

It was Percy's own generous nature 
that spoke ; and having resolved to listen 
to it, he went to bed, and to sleep. At 
eight he awoke, resolved to go in pursuit 
of hjs wife J for, though she told the driver 
in hearing of the servants to go to such a 
place, he had no doubt but she was gone 
to Lady Anne ; and by nine o'clock the 
next day he was on the road to Green 
Rock, and in a post*chaise by himself, 
that the servants might know nothing of 
what had passed ; and he took care to in- 
form them before he dismissed them the 
preceding evening, that he had found a 
letter from Lady Jane, infonmng hkn 

that 
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Ait she ishoald not rdttmi'&r a cfcly or 

When he r^ched the inn wh^ns La^y 
Jane had been forced to stop, he got out 
«^hile they were changing horsed, ikiA 
he saw a female resembling Ellis going 
U]>-stairs with a phial in her ha^d. He iin» 
mediately followed, and, overtaking her, 
receiired the painfnl intelligence that hfer 
lady was in one of the chamb^s in an 
alarming state of indisposidon brought on 
by wretchedness of mind. In an instant 
away fled all his projected reproaches, 
ail idea of meeting her coldly, and all the 
angry dignity of an oflfended husband, 
ui^Wch he had resolved to assume when 
tfody met*-^— Jane, his adored Jane, ill, pert 
haps dying, at an obscure inn on the 
road, was the image uppermost in his 
mind, and he ins^ted on following ElKft 
to the bedside of the invalid. Be did so j 
and EUb had sciorcely said ^^ My lady ( 

here's 
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tere'«joyina*eri*' when Lady Jpuieiete 
herself in the arms of her husband^ m^ 
Us tears tnc]dy&g on her aeck« 

*^ This is too much-rtoo much good* 
fteas^ too much happiness !'' sheexclaimedft 
It was indeed !^^*-bappine8s beyon4 what 
Jier niertls des^^ed^ and beyond what 
k Was now • in her power to 6njoy,— 
" I will make no . promises of af^iend* 
ment/' cried she mournfully to Percy, " 1 
dare] not, for I distrust myseif/* 

"I hail what you have now saidy** re- 
plied Percy, ** as a better omen of amen<l» 
snent than fifty promises would have 
been; and from this moment, mybeloved, 
only remember the. past suffickmly td 
warn you against the temptations of the 
future!" 

Lady Ja&e blessed him for his goodness^ 
and tried to be cheerful : but her body aa 
well as her mind was stifferibg ; ^d the 
tt^dkdl s^tendaot whom dii alarmed BUk 

had 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



LAUY ANNi AHD 3LABY JANE; 185 

h«i ealied i0> assufced Perdy, that if Ibt 
fody were to t^vel iiiimediately he could 
not answer for the consequeiloes; In 
three days time, however, ^e was able to 
be reo^ved, j«id Percy proposed, that im 
stead erf returmog to town they . ^otjd 
proceed to Green Rock and surpariseXady 
Anne. Accordingly, Ellis was sent to iLon* 
don b^ a coach thai passed the intx dppr, 
and Lady Jane and Percy were to go on 
in a post-chaise to the next stagie, therA 
to remain tiU Ellis returned with Lionel 
in their o\^ travelling carri^^* In %yf^ 
days time they reached Green Rock, not 
without Lady Jane's having expjerience4 
excessive alarm from the badness, of tb^ 
roads. But the welcome which they re- 
ceived from Lady Anne, and the sight of 
her child loolung so healthy and so welj, 
banished for a time aU painful sensatiof|$ 
from Lady Jane's mind ; and while ^he 
saw with rapture the jciy. expressed by th^ 

twins 
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tmn$ at me^tksg^' ^^q pleasure Hartf 
took in showing liioael dllm new to]^ 
new books, and p^tty garden. Lady Jaae 
felt that dissipation and all ks gaieties had 
n«khiag t9o gfvje equal to the ^re pleasure 
^4k thr^ manent ^expe!aen<:ed, and she 
t>eUt^^ ter^lf capable of living in future 
ior the* enj^ymeius of the affections alone. 
But 'Other thoughts, of a far less pleasant 
flfttare, soon obtruded thesnselv^ on her 
iff^idd y ond though she had bad so recent 
&' proof of the fondness i??hich Percy felt 
towards her, still she cOutd not contem* 
plMe the now brilliant beauty of Lady 
Anne, which formed a complete c^nmkst 
lo her own s^k eyes, ht)llow cheeks, and 
iirtifidal con>ptexion> without feelings of 
jeatousy and alarm;- especially as Lady 
Anne never sj>oke without iweting Percy's 
attention on all that she uttered. 

I have known envious and jealous wo-. 

men mdre than oft^e eKprees jtbe jealousy* 

' they 
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thejr €bul4 not) cohcteal, lya<!te^a i«fay to 
reiider it unsuspected by superficb) ob* 
servers ; for they bave seerndd to express 
it te zjoke^ tbougfe they themselves kne^^? 
^e fediEg to^e a sad rmiitg ; wfa^ the 
unsuspicious hearers consider^ as a piec^ 
of phyful good humour, what was in iact 
of airerydi&renttl^sd'iption. ladyJmie^ 
taisgbt hj the .s»i» jconsmousness^- bad 
the same way of venting k ^ those wo^ 
n^n hkd— end one day after ^imter ^e^ 
began thus : *' Pray, Mr. Percy, how old 
do you think Lady Anne was last bh^4 
day ? — ^I should think sd^out sevienteen l^ 
her look, should not you? '^ 

*^ Thereabouts/' replied Percy, gaang 
with admiration on Lady Anne, whose 
cheek, before glowmg with perfect beahh^ 
nbw bloomed witi) the blush of modesty. ; 

^* } protest I will not stay here— *for I 
fc)ok so old and so ugly by yoti, Lady Atme^ 
that I can't b^r the sight of myself. Be* 

sides^ 
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skies, if I do stay, 1 shall hate you cor- 
dially ; for it is quite out of the questioft 
you know, Mrs. Tyrawley, for a faded 
fashionable belle to bear the sight of a 
young beauty like Lady Anne, quite in 
her prime 1** 

" Your ladyBfaip is joking/* replied 
Mi*5. Tyrawley ; "for I think, if I recol- 
lect right, that you are a year youngar 
than l»ady Anne ? " 

' ^* Aye, according to age,!~but what am 
I in look, in health, and even in feelings? 
I am sure Lady Anne might say with more 
propriety than Monsieur de Coulanges did 
when he writes to Madame de Sevigne, 
* qu'a coup sur on a commis quelque grosse 
erreur de date dans aon acte de hapieu^/** 
, ^^ Jane, Jane, be quiet ,'^ cried Percy 
smiitng, " you make Lady Anne blush.** 
: " Hold your tongue, foolish mivji ! I 
]^ow what I am saying ; and do yea 
seally believe in yotir silly heart that Anne 

is 
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is not woman enough to be pleased with 
being complimented on ber good looks?*' 

" No :— a few compliments on heir 
looks may ,be pkaj?ing to any woman, eve* 
to a t.ady Anne Mortimer,--aBd so are t 
Jew gentle coaxings on the. back to a catv 
— but if loog continued they become pain- 
ful and irritating, and so is prdonged 
flaftery to a modesfc woman/* 

" There, Percy !— who has made Lady 
Anne blu^h now ? — «nd Ohow I triumph ! 
1 have effected my wishes ; for, by dint of 
^blushing, as I have often seen happen to 
-her before, her -colour is become purple 
and coarse; and I should not be ashamed 
now lo show my genteeler face by the side 
of hers. Trust ulie, 1 know how to destroy 
a rival, beauty. And now, Anne, that you 
are no long^ s^iatolerably handsome, 
1 feci friendly to\ifcafds you again, and wiU 
not go away till /oworro?!//* 

Mrs. Tyrawley and her daughter, and 

even 
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even Percy, thought all this was mere ta- 
dinage .'^^but it was a real transcript of her 
feelings, and the flushed cheek and there- 
ibre diminished beauty of Lady Anne im- 
|)arted to her in truth the pleasure which 
^he expressed. 

. The next day, and the next, and the 
mext io that, were days of variety, and 
therefore of pleasure, to Lady Jane. Bat 
when ishe had heard all Miss Tyrawley . 
5had seen abroad, and Mr€. Tyrawley at 
home; had witnessed the wonderful im- 
-proveTnent in reading xrf the little Harry, 
.find seen, not without much pain, that Lie 
hd was a dunce to him; had been waited 
upon by all the neighbours; had become 
acquainted with all the drives and all the 
.walks ; she sigiied to return to London, 
:and was very glad to hear Percy say that 
lie must return to his parliamaitary duties: 
— and the next day witnessed the prepa* 
rations for their departure. 

While 
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While Lady Jiuie and- Lady Anne 
were sitting alone together in the drawing- 
room, and the twins were playing beside 
tfaen^ Lady Jane catching Harry in her 
armS) and violently kissing him, said^ 
•* Come, dear boy, get on your hat and 
coat, for you shall go back to London 
with us and Lionel/' 
- " That I won't,'* said the boy, strug- 
gling to get away from her. 

*' O yes ! you shall — ^To be sure you 
bve me, Harry?'* 

** Yes, I lore you — but not so well as 
maoHna Anne" 

** No ! — Still, when I tell you I wislv you 
to come and live with me again, to be 
sure you will ?*' . 

" No — I tell you I won't ! " cri^d the boy* 

*^ Aye ! hut you must," ^d Lady 
Jane, '' you must go with your ppoi» 
cywB. pretty mamma Jane, as you used to 
call me." 

"But 
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^' But youi aie ' not pretty inainma 
iKW,' — you are old, ugly, painted mam« 
ma!'' 

** You liule unnatural being T' cried 
Lady Jane, irritated beyond measure. 
*' So, Lady Anne^,'* she added, turning 
on her a look of suspicion and reproach, 
** you have not, I find, with all your fine 
schooling, taught the boy the command- 
ment to honour his mother ! And I know 
not how such a child should understand 
what being painted is ; but I comprehend 
still less how he should have thought of ap- 
plying it as a term of reproach, if he had 
not been taught by some one olda* and 
wiser than himself." 

" Meaning me?'* haughtily demanded 
Lady Arine. 

" If the cap fits your ladyship, you 
may p^t it on." Anger, the great lev«l- 
ler, making even a woman of quality 
vulgar. 

"Then 
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** Then now Lady Jane, hear my fixed 
resdudon/' replied Lady Anne : ** Youi: 
various errors I could pity and forgive; I 
thought you we^k^not vicious; and I trusted 
that time, kindness, and lenity might re^ 
form you: but now that you have displayed 
such malignity of nature as to accuse me, 
your earliest friend, of aq act of bmeness^ 
of trying to lower a mother in the opimour 
of her child,— an action which you know 
me to be incapable of,-*^I never will hold 
communi<m with you more. My religkni 
teaches me to forgive you ; but I feel that 
the woman who was capable of uttering the 
ma%nant charge you have now uttered is 
unworthy any longer to be my friend and 
associate." So saying, she walked out of 
the room; whilethe little Percy clungto her, 
crying " Take me with you, take me with 
you^ good nuunma Anne," and by that 
means increased the pangs of the already 
repentant Lady Jane, whose reflections 

were 
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^ *• Wlteels Lidify Anne?* ©aid Percy, 
tiHerlRg ready eqeipp^-fcrhifif jouroe^r-*- 
** ibe carriage is ready .^ 
' ^ She 16- gone, I belfevei lo licr ovri 
loom^*' repKcd Lady laaef buMibg S«td 
tears, ^ aod 1, I fear, bave seen her M 
thetet'tifBle/" 

« What'doyott mean?* ' 

♦^Why, ycntaow she b sotnctilttttf 
rather captious^ and she is so offended a^ 
somethmg I said -very mnocently, tKiLtsh^ 
has renounced rtte for ever t" 

" But," exclaimed Percy, after r 
pause of indigi^rit surprise, ** y*ou miist 
have been very much to bktme, or Lady 
Anne could not have formed so viofeMt' 
resolution.** ' . . * 

" Ye5— I knew ymi wdtil* tate^lWt 
part,'* said Lady Jane pi'<m*ingly. 
^HbWever, I wi^ yOfirijrotdd rihgi *rf 

•send 
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send your eomfiUfnentt to hor, aad beg 
to be allowed to take leave of her/' 
. Setry did so. Lady Anne ^me- 
diafely Mftt word, that she shodd be 
glad to see Mr. Perq^ ia her dresshig- 
room^-^^nd be obeyed the summons. He 
fymtd Lady Ann^ pale and agitated ; 
but, in reply to Percy's earnest wish to* 
know from her the cause of the quarrel, 
Ae saidj '^ I would not repeat Lady 
lane's words to you on any account; 
suffice, that I never will voluntarily 
hold intercourse wkh any one that be* 
lieves me, even for an instant, capable ^f 
a base action/' 

' ** And who can^ who does^ or who 
ever did believe you capable of such a 
tbiiig?- 

** Lady Jane, sir ; and any thing else 
I could h»ve pitied and forgotten.*" 

^* Amazement!'' exclaimed Percy, 
^« bat if you will not explain, die shall :** 

V4ii-. I. X and 
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and rushing dowa $tmfs, be riii<«ft searcb^ 
of ber* Bat Lady Jaai?, afrmd o£ seeing, 
him alone after bis interview uith L^dy 
Anne, had left the drawing-room, and was 
sitting with Mrs.Tyrawley and her daugh- 
ter in the breakfiistparioun Thither Percy 
followed her, and, entering with a very 
agitated air, desired to see her alone. 

'* No, thank ye,** cried Lady Jane, 
forcing a laugh, ^^ I had rather stay 
where I am; for I know you are going to 
be very fierce, and the presence of these 
ladies may keep you a little in order.'* 

^^ No trifling, madam: I have seea 
Lady Anne. . • . .** 

** Who, never trifles^ certainly ! — ^Well, 
Mr. Percy, and I suppose her grinf 
ladyship told tales of me, and you believe 
them, as you deem her infallible?'* 

'^ I wish I could think the same of 
your ladyship,*' replied Percy sarcas* 
tically ; — " but as I wish not to |iain 

your 
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your fee^gs unneces^uify by talking oa^ 
a certain subject before these ladies, I: 
rnvM imist on leading you to another: 
rooin*^"-^And Lady Jane no Icaiger dared 
to refuse compliance* : 

^* Lady Jane,'* said Percy^ " I cannot, 
^li not leave ttm house till I base seen) 
you reconciled to the mistress of it, toc 
\H20m we bodi owe so much, eren 
though your pride be forced to undergo; 
the misery of concessicMis.*' 

**What, sir! I flattered mysdf you were) 
too proud for your wife, to bear to think 
of ber making concessions to any one?" 

•• I must be proud qfmy wife before I 

can be proud yar her, madam, and lam at 

this moment thoroughly ashamed of her.'* 

* <^ Has Lady Anne then told you all ? '* 

'* She has told, me nothingj-^but my 

knowledge of her makes me think her 

likely to be right as far as passion can 

K 2 ever 
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ever be right, for you say that ^e was 
violent* 

" And you believe me. Well, that is 
a great deal. However, I canhot tell a 
falsehood, and would rather, at any time, 
o^m mysielf in the wrong, than not do 
justice to another: therefore, I own that 
/ only was to blame ; and that^ however 
severe Lady Anne was, I deserved all and 
every thing she said or intended." 

** Strange, ihconsistent, faulty yet fas- 
cinating teingT" cried Percy, disarmed 
by this frank confession, ** whenever I 
feel inclined to throw you from itae'with 
one hand, I long, a^he same time to clasp 
you with the other." 

"Thank you! thank you!" cried Lady 
Jane, "you are only too good to me: but 
go to Lady Anne, and try t6 molHfy 
her." 

Percy did go, but Ladjf Anne was in- 
exorable. 
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exorable* — " I pky and forgive her,** she 
replies], ^^ but X caniK>t associate with 
her ;^* and Percy, distressed beyond mea- 
sure, returned to Lady Jaue. 

" I cannot live, without her entire for- 
giveness,*' said she, ** I can't indeed^ 
Percy. To be renounced by my friend, 
my preservisr, my benefactress, will kill 
me! — But I will make one effort to affect 
bjer i wd if that fail, I fesar that evefi your 
have will, not support me as it ought/' 
La4y Jane immediately wrote a few lines, 
an4 giving them to Percy, he went tq 
deliver them in person to Lady Anne. 
Lady Anne took the note, and turned 
ifery^pale while she read it. Immediately 
after, without one word of objection, an4 
ia a faltering voice, she said, " I will at- 
tend you to Lady Jane immediately.** 
Then, as soon as she saw her, she ad- 
vapce^i towards her with open arms, 

and 
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and faintly articulating ** I forgive you," 
she mingled her t^ars with those of Lady 
Jane. 

Lady Jane's note was as follows: 
♦' You know my situation — and the de- 
licate Wate of my health : — therefore, it 
is not very improbable that you may 
never see ' me more, itven should your 
relenting heart prompt you to wish to see 
me, and to forgive the injustice towards 
you of which I bitterly repent.— Ask then 
your own heart. Lady Anne, whedier, 
should I die of my confinement, you wouM 
not exclaim, with intolerable and eternal 
bitterness of remorse, — * O my beloved 
Jane! would, would that I had forgiven 
thee!'" ^ ^ 

* Lady Jane well knew the heart ft) 
which she appealed, and she did not, 
could not appeal in vain. 
When all the adieus were over, and 

Lady 
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Lady Jane and Percy seated in the car- 
riage, " Now, Jane/' said he, ** do give 
me some little hint what the quarrel 
was about." 

*' Why — to be serious, I think I had 
some right to be provoked, — though not 
with Anne, — and it was all owing to 
Harry. For, would you believe it? 
when I, in joke, was teasing him to go 
home with me, stating myself what he 
used to call me, bis 1 poor own d^r 
pretty mamrna Jane,' the little wretch 
replied in a great rage, ' No, — I won't. 
You are not my pretty mamma now, — you 
are my old, ugly, painted mamma.* " 

" That was provoking, indeed." 

** Aye, — was it not? And can you 
wonder that I wished to whip our little 
kope into an utter despair ?** 

" Upon my word, I should have been 
ificlined ta whip him too, if I bad heard 

him. 
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him. But what Imd this to do ^th 
JLady Anne?** 

" Oh ! I chose to accuse her of not 
teaching the urchin to honour his mother, 
and hinted a suspicion, partly in fun and 
pattly in earnest, that someone must have 
taught the boy that I was painted ^ and 
^0 Anne thought I meant her." 

'* And did you not mean her ?" 

" Something very like it, I own ; but 
then 1 was in a passion, you know ! '* 

" Well— weiU-^let us say na more 
on the subject," said PeVcy. ** I see 
yours is but a bad case; so I am very glad 
that a juror was withdrawn, and that the 
matter goes no further.'* 

Though Lady Jane arrived in town 
in perfect health, the agitation of mind 
which she had undergone, and the alarm 
she had e^tperienced from the badiiess of 
the roads, bad a pernicious effect on her 

frame. 
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die consequence soon affiei; she wds 
agsdai silled in Lmidoi^ dimng ivhich 
die had tbe $ati$&ctiQa to see, by Percy '« 
affecticmate attention ^ that though she had 
deserved to lose bis heart^i that heart was 
6tUl fondly devoted to her. Th^re are 
men, I believe, in whom the habit of 
constahcy^and of undeviating attachment, 
is as strong and unconquerable as in vir- 
toons women; and ill befall that wile 
who, though conscious of her happiness 
in possessing tbe futhlul tenderness of a 
devoted husband, can dare to abuse the 
power which sh^ possesses, and to tyran- 
nize, because she may do so with impunity, 
over the heart that bvesher even with all 
her fvilts! 

Whateva: change dissipation, s^gret 

anxiety, and late hours, mi^ have made 

in Lady Jane's pecson, there was no 

alteration in her manners; they, andeven 

JS.5 her 
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ha* ccMHitfinance at times, pisfidessed.aH 
that absndanoe ci ch^na wbsdi bad ia 
her eariier hoars so fascinated Percy;: 
and so powerful had been thAr unked 
infiaence on Mrs. Tyra^def and her 
dafughter^ that Lady Jane gained more^xi 
their afiectbns in a £ew diwfB^ than Lady 
Anne had done in sereral mc^hs: — Ba^, 
so str(Hig were their prepossessions m 
favour of Lady Jane^ tfaitf they had no 
doubt but tl^t, in the late qu^arol^ Laicfy 
i\mie*8 proud^ unyi^iag^rit xn^is alow 
to blame ; and they were qukeshockedat 
Mr« Percy's fordng his wife to make con- 
cessions to her, which they had no doubt 
4ie had done. ** For my part,*' obsarved 
Mrs. Tyrawley, *' I should have been 
very jealous of the woman to whom my 
Mn Tyrawley should have forced me to 
humble myself. Indeed / would n^ 
have done it. And if L»ady Jane had asked 
me ^rmf advio^ } sboukl have told her wy 
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^mtuL Mra am entirely vAm we mate 
^001$ and hke qanieb^ the more tbef 
tnr^r tU-treated, the finder tfaey grow. 
Remember thxu^ Mary, aodnerer pvt vp 
«m inch of your prerogative wlnn yon »^ a 
^^ife^ lamsm-eLadyAimehers^iivoiiId 
notito ao, though she was the means of 
h&t oMsdn^s dobg it.'* 

Thus hasty in jud^figy and tonse- 
<)ue»tly thns erroneons in judgement^ arte 
nme hunibied and nkecy persons ont pf a 
fbowMd, who take upon themselvra to 
fon^ semence on the acdons and sen-' 
timenf s of othais ! I haire heard of an old 
gentleman, a tuimourist, ^o, living in a 
iarge city^ and having apprq>riated one 
foom in his House to paiti^ who assem- 
iAed there fcH* the purposes of radoiml 
leoiiversatbn, had ^[erent texts of Sciip- 
mre itf a prohibkory natui^, in bhck and 
gold letters, cm 4ifler€»t ^des of the 
'Sialb^-^such^i^, ^< Keep ti^ tongue from 

evil 
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«ar spfiskiiig P' :^' 3ndgBi«atf Jest.ye be 

Aball be meted i»ity(»araga]Qc'' ami maay 
441)619 of tfae ttme Idad. if ai^ 
gimUm of tiuie 3goidea rale% irttitiuiedio 
idU a tah of gDss^atui totadk i3f persooB 
SasMukftUo^s,^ — ^heiised(tQt>oiiittotfaeK 
warning lectecs ; and if thdt iwas not ^ 
£cieec, (be tssed^tntake op a hodk of l^ 
lory^ Mdjarnendag k totfaei^ieiider^ k 
wmbisctmom to say, ^MriuUiievcrf 
iia{q>y to J»ar any litde anecdote zkaat mj 

cteapcd the 2U}tk« of hiskMrins; bat jam 
must excose my Ibieoing to modem Im^ 
grapti^A Whta I read or iiear any ddng 
/aMm^^ I can fbcgiTe its Hes -ovif m 
feranr.of ks tmtiqmty"t-^i]M hint was 
•not taken^ be was i:axefid neter to adndt 
dte offending |>er8on agom. And indeed 
sosH exchisioa i«s not cftea necessary } 
forihosewfaose.pQva«t)f 3pinntt»i.xcuBild 

only 
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only be laMF^^ned by dirty ^fOBop, a&ci 
xiewG^ aod the^asra^ing of 4be^QD|^<^ 
fkmactkm^ found bis ^pmbrnm dull m 
theoh^ a$ they tb6fi»8€it?es/a»af^ ddkiiU^M 
^'m^ and ill a^ sbartJ&ne after these {Ka^&i. 
tiea were iiistatai^d^ t»4 ^ese^ nde^ ^i 
berdd to^ tbose who coaaposiesd th^s 
iii%bt be said to tn^thejaa air imtaiMed 
by the pernidoiis hydrogeti oi 8lan^« : 
But to return to Lady Afine^ i«lio ioA 
Qot as yet kanit horn injuriauatothe catttte 
of wttte ate maniKii^ wbicb repd^ Md 
diat $vm trmb i^lf mtiat wear a ba* 
Qomiog dre^ la oilder to tnake her wd<t 
oo0ie:-^piie erenwg the Uttleidhrry, who 
had been to spantthecby with someboya 
ratbet older thab bimsdtf, at a gratiea^ofi's 
fafoiaaeiiii the village^ caoie faoane aymg^ 
mad his leinpks bleediog profusely t 
; ^ fie not alaroiml^ my bdy," aaid die 
footmafi^ wfao hadbe^naeii^tofetdihjaii 
f^jnasterPtfixy andi anther yofMag geo^ 
" / tleman 
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tiemsm qaarrdled, aad master Percy vas 
knocked ^wn; and ao, my iady» im fall- 
ing he struck his head against someriung, 
smd set his temj^ bleecKng, my lady.'* 

^ But I am afraid he is hurt/' tried 
Lady Anne, ^^ as he cries so bkteriy. 
Come with me^ my dearest boy, and lee 
me know every thing/' Accordingiy die 
took him to her own apartment } and as 
soon as /he could speak iateUig&ly, the 
child said, ^ I don't cry because I aai 
hurt, but because Master Apreece saidl 
was no gentleman, and he would never 
(day with me again! Now, a'n't I a gen- 
tieoian, mamma Anne, and ought he aot 
to i^ay wkb me again ? '' 

Lady Anne could not help «miUng at 
this serious appeal from a gentlenran of 
seven years old ; but widi great gravity she 
answered, that it was not bfarth alone thai 
made the gentleman, that good behaviour 
W2B necessary, and she must begto know 

what 
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what he had done, before she could. de« 
^e whether Master j^^eece was light, 
ornot. 

*^ Nay^ I am sure, mamma Anne, / 
did no barm ; for I only spoke as I have 
often heard you speak/' 

*^ Indeed 1 and how was that ? *' 

^ Ob! Master Apreece said soo^thi^ 
which I did not think true: so I said, ^That 
it is not, I know; so l^*s have notie 
of that, if you please, for ycm don't 
speak truth :' and so he knocked me 
down." 

^ I do not wonder at it, my dear, aa 
you accused him of bekig a liar; but 
when did you ever bear vfie speak thus ?" 

** Ohl I hive often heard you say,—* 
^ That's iK>t true, I am sure, and I wonder 
you can repeat such vile stories ;' and it 
was only last week that> when Miss 
JtHies and her mother and aunt were 
here, you interrupted Miss Jones in a 

stOry 
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rtory^he wais:^Uipg, with— * 3^ ^9 mw^ 
Miss Jones— sgy np ipior^, I willm>tl^^ 
you ; I am sure the story you are telliiig 
U fals^g and I wonder auy one dare re- 
peat $uch thing?: for my |)art, I hate 
gossips, or gossippers;' — audi am sure, 
mamtmAntie^ I wonc^r Mi^ Jcoies did 
not knock you down. But she certsmly 
k)0ked~a6 if she had a ^"eat mind to dp 
^j and if she had beenMastser i^preec^ 
she would have done it — though I am 
mxe^ with all the pains I took, I know I 
did not look and speak like you.^* 

'' Pains! did you ts^e pains then to 
loc^And speak like me ?'' 

" O yes ! for Papa told me that the 
more I was like you, the better he would 
lot^e m^** And Lady Anne could not 
resist kissing hi^ poor wouiKled tea^>l€v 
" Well^ Hari^ ! I plead guilty to this 
rudencas to Miss Jone% for rudeness k 
iwas, and I must learn to improve for your 

sake. 
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iSake, a§ you are soch a shrewd observer 
and close imitator of my actions." 
\ '*^ Rudeness !** asked the child. ** Aye, 
they s'aid they supposed I learnt siich 
maaaers oiyou; for, said Master Apreece^ 
* your mamma Anne> as you call her, 
does not mind what she says, and every 
one thinks she is a disagreeable wo^ 
man/ And I was so angry at his speak* 
ing thu$ of you, that I tried to knock htm 
down: but his brother held me back: 
however, I did give him a pretty good 
kick on the shins.'' 

Lady Anne was too just to punish a 
ditld for a fault of which she had been 
the cause, and too wise not to profit by 
the severe lesson which she had learnt. 
She also saw that she could more eadly 
amend him by example than by precept ; 
and what all the raillery and advice of 
l.Sfcdy Jane had failed to effect, was brought 

about 
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about by the artkss eloquence of her af* 
fectionate 80iu 

** Yes,*' said Lady Anne to bcrself, 
^^ I will at last, for this dear child's sake, 
condescend, aa Percy once said, to be 
^eeable. I' will dismiss my advanced 
guard of bmsqueriesy which used to 
frighten many from approaching me. But 
hard indeed will the task be, and no mo- 
tive less powerful than mine could enable 
me to succeed in it : still, it is not im» 
possible to reform one's manners. Moral 
habits, however wrong, cannot I believe 
be altered at my time of life, any more 
than a defect of form or face ; but mxa^ 
ners may be improved and changed, as 
certainly, though not so ea^ly, as one's 
dress; and I must own that winning man- 
ners are to the virtues, what' a becoming 
habit is to the person : therefore, it is the 
duty of those who wish to promote the 

influence 
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influence of virtue, to make her appear in 
as attractive a form as possible/' 

'ITie next morning, Mrs. Tyrawley, af- 
ter praising Lady Jane, ventured to hint 
that, by her appearance at times, she feared 
she was not happy, and from what ^e 
saw she doubted that Mr. Percy was not. 
a kind husband. If Mrs. Tyrawley had 
said this only the preceding day, Lady 
'Anne would have thundered upon her 
with, ^^ I wonder you dare, madam, pre- 
sume to calumniate a most worthy man, 
of whom you can know nothing,*' — or 
words to that effect, accompanied by looks 
and tones of the most indignant contempt, 
—-But now, according to her late resolu- 
tion. Lady Anne checked the rising storm, 
and forced herself on principle to swallow 
down two large draughts of cold water 
which stood near her, before she replied. 
At length she said very gently, ** The 
error which you have fallen into relative 

to 
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to Mr. Percy is one, my dear Mrs^ Ty* 
rawley, which your own penetration wilj 
soon convince you is an error, whenever 
you have an opportunity of seeing mor^ 
of that gentleman/' 

" To be sure/* said Mrs. Tyrawley, 
pleased at the implied compliment, 
*' one ought not to be too hasty in 
judging.** 

" A wise and virtuous remark,'* re- 
sumed La(]y Anne* ^^ I will not affropt 
your sa^city, nor violate truth so much 
as to say my poor cousin is quite bsippyf 
She has, I see, fears conceraiog the 
event of her confinement, which woul4 
alone, you know, be sufEcient tp casta 
shade over her countenance." 

" Certainly, certainly,'* replied Mrs* 
Tyrawley, thinking she never saw Lady 
Anne so agreeable before. 

*' And I assure you^ my dear Mrs..Ty-», 
rawley^" she added, ** I say it to you as 

a friend, 
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a friend. Lady Jane gave me such an in* 
stiince 6f her husband's recent kindness to 
her, as aflfected me even to tears/' 

** Really ! Well — ^^to see how one may 
be decayed!'* 

*' Pray," ask^d Miss Tyrawley with a 
wry^^ locfk, " i^ it true that Lady Jane 
te^ lolt a great deal of money 2(t play ?'* 
Lady Anne could hardly command 
herself at this coarse and direct question, 
and she had recourse to the water-bottle 
again. 

•* Lady Jane has played certainly,'* ob- 
served Lady Anne at last : '« but, my dear 
Miss Tyrawley, you know too much of 
the world to place any confidence in news- 
paper reports and gossip stories: therefore 
I am sure your candour will lead you not 
only to disbelieve that Lady Jane's losses 
are very great, but aliso to contradict such 
as^tions yourself whenever you hear 
them. Contradiction of such reports 

from 
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from a woman like yoa« must alw^tys haTe 
weight with rational good people." 

" I am very glad to hear your ladyship 
^y Aiss" replied the fla(t^ed Miss/IY* 
rawley, ^^ and I will take care to oomra*! 
diet the report whenever I hear it." 

Soon after Harry came in, accompanied 
by a prosing old servant, who wanted to 
8peak to his lady on busine89^-*-^ maa who 
usually tired out Lady Ajme's patieBce. 
very soon; — and the poor man> och^ous 
of this, was always dower with Lady 
Anne, from fear, than he was with any 
one else. This day he was perhaps slowor . 
than ever ; and Lady Anne could scarcely ^ 
refrain from saying, as usual, ^^ ReallyK 
Hibbert, you are so tiresome, I can't bear : 
it," and was inclined to give veat to eiven : 
more alarming expressions of wearineaSt . 

" I see, my bdy, I see, as usual, I tke: 
your heart out," said the poor oU man^ 
'' and you are quite impatient." , - 

♦« You 
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•* You.itiisttike, Hibbeit," replted Lady 
Anne gently, ^. I am not impaflwit — ibaf 
1% I mean that I will try never to be im* 
patient again j for it is a very bad custom,^ 
and I mean toimprove-^for you know, 
Hibbert, I aim not yet too old to learn/' ' 

** Tdo old f God bless your ladyship ! 
Nd — that you are not, and I never s6ed 
you look younger or more beautifuUer in 
your life, rtty lady ! I hope no offence.** 

** None at all, good Hibbert, but go 
OS — and don't fancy that you weary me.** 
And the old man proceeded. — But it re- 
quired all Lady Anne*s^ firmness of cha- 
rsKTter to enable her to keep her resolution 
of not expressing her impatience; and ?it 
length the little Harry exclaimed with a 
laugh, " Dear me, Hibbert, have you not 
d<Mie yet ? I am sure my mamma Anne 
is completely tired, and she has pleasanter 
tbings to do than to sit here listening to 
your tiresome speeches/* 

"Your 
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** Your mamma Anne, sir, is of a dif- 
ferent opinion," replied Lady Anne, " and 
feels it her duty to listen with respectful at- 
tention to a worthy old servant, who has 
always done his duty by her and her fl&mily. 
1 must therefore desire you, Master Percy, 
to leave the room, for having made that 
fine speech; and u hen I have fiiusbed talk- 
ing to Hibbert, I have something seriom 
to say to you.'* The child, accustomed 
to obey, left the room, though in high 
displeasure ; and at last, much to Lady 
Anne's joy, Hibbert ended and departed. 

*' Well ! Lady Anne, I am sure I 
wonder at your patience/' said Miss Ty- 
rawley. 

*• You wonder, I presume, at its no- 
velty^ rather than its extent^^ replied 
Lady Anne smiling, and going in search 
of Harry, whom she soon j^peased by 
telling him her own resolution to amend 
her manners, and curb her impatience in 

order 
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order to set him a good example ; and she 
contrived to stimulate his pride ai^id am- 
bition in a virtuous direction, by begging 
him to sfet her a good example in return. 
When Lady Anne retired for the night, 
she began on principle to recall the occur- 
rences of the day, and to ask her own 
heart, whether, by substituting gentleness 
for roughness, and forbearance for impa- 
tience, she had at all violated, truth and 
sincerity : and her heart entirely acquitted 
her. " But suppose,*' said Lady Anne, 
** instead of trying to set Mrs. Tyrawley 
right concerning Percy, and her daughter 
right concerning Lady Jane, I had replied 
by indignant violence, as I usually do— 
the consequence would have been, that 
pique would have made them tenacious of 
their opinion, and I should have injured 
those whom I wish to serve. Aye, — ^let 
me in future ever bear in mind the fable 
VOL. I. L of 
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of The wind and the sun! and I will make 
' Harry get it by heart immediately/* 

The next week the Joneses were coming 
to dine with her, — though Miss Jones, 
resenting Lady Anne's rudeness, could 
with difficulty be prevailed upon by her 
father and mother to venture near her 
again. To this family Lady Anne now 
resolved^ to add the Apreeces, who, con- 
cluding that Harry had told his aunt all 
their son had done and had s^d, expected 
never to be invited again : — it was there- 
fore an agreeable surprise to them to re- 
ceive an invitation written in l*ady Anne's 
own hand, and begging them to bring 
their children with them — ^as she meant 
to let Harry have a party as well as her* 
self. Accordingly, on the day appointed, 
the little Joneses, (grandchildren of Mr. 
and Mrs. Jones,) and the Apreeces with 
iheir family, arrived at Green Rock. Miss 

Jones 
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Jones kept aloof from Lady Anne, and 
looked cold and proud; but Lady Anne's 
unwonted courtesy at length a little mol- 
lified her: and though the Apreeces, 
particularly Charles, the offender, looked 
awkward and conscious at first, Lady 
Anne seemed so gracious and good-hu- 
moured, that they flattered themselves she 
was ignorant of what had passed. 

It was not long before Lady Anne took 
an opportunity, in Harry's hearing, to say 
to Miss Jones, " My conscience smites 
me on your account, and tells me I was 
rude to you when you last favoured me 
with your company.'* 

*' Rude ! ray lady ! ** said Miss Jones 
blushing, confused, and with too little 
firmness of character to dare to say 
^« Yes.*' 

** Your kindness may have led you," 

continued Lady Anne, " to excuse and 

forget it J but I am sure that I contradicted 

L 2 you 
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you very roughly, and said something 
about gossips and gossippers which no- 
thing could excuse. I therefore now, 
my dear Miss Jones, tender my most sin- 
cere apologies to you, and trust to your 
indulgence for receiving them graciously.** 
Miss Jones did so, and was indeed so 
gratified by this condescension from the 
proud Lady Anne, that she wondered 
how she could ever have been so weak 
as not to like her. — ^This lesson and this 
example were not lost on the little Harry ; 
for Lady Anne saw him soon after go up 
to Charles Apreece, and heard him say, 
that knoiving he had been very rude to 
him, and deserved the blow which he 
had given him, he begged his pardon for 
what he had said; though he could not 
for what he had done when he spoke so 
rudely of his dear mamma Anne.— 
Charles Apreece, being old enough to 
feel awkward at this address, as he was 

sure 
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sure it was overheard, shook the little 
Harry by the hand, and said, " I must 
forget and forgive;*' — and Harry took 
him to look at his rabbits. 

Lady Anne the whole day made a 
point of showing marked attention to 
Charles Apreece, and in the course of 
the evening she took him by the hand, tell- 
ing him she warned to speak with hiin 
alone ; while the terrified boy, having no 
doubt but that she was going to take him 
seriously to task for what he had said of 
her, would have refused to accompany 
her, if he had not thought he ought to 
be too much of a man to be afraid of a 
woman. — ^When they had reached an- 
other room. Lady Aime said, " You have 
given Harry and me too a lesson, my good 
boy, for which we «hall, I trust, be the 
better as long as we live. — To give any one 
the Ue, and speak coarsely and rudely, is a 
sort of vice; and 1 thank you for the 

blow 
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blow you gave Harry, and also for what 
you said of me^ as it made me look into 
myself, and I hope to be more agreeable 
in future. I wish therefore to give you a 
token of my gratitude, and I have netted 
this little purse for you, which I hope 
you will do me the favour to accept." 
— The poor surprised, sheepish boy 
could neither look up nor speak, and 
he took the purse with scarcely a bow of 
thanks. — " Now/' said Lady Anne, '' it 
is my turn to give you a lesson : — you 
were very wrong in speaking disrespect- 
fully of me to my adopted child ; it was 
a fault which though anger might occa* 
sion, it could not excuse j aiid though 
he was wrong in kicking you out of re- 
venge, yet his feeling of resentment was 
an honourable feeling. I know he has 
made his apologies to you for his trespass 
against you ; and if you are the generous 
boy which 1 am disposed to think you, 

you 
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you will ask him to excuse yours against- 
him.^* Charles Apreece found it easier 
to look Lady Anne in the face when she 
reproved, than when she thanked him y 
and when she ceased, he ventured to say 
'^ I beg your pardon, and I will beg 
Harry's/' 

'' There's a good boy,** said Lady 
Anne: ** and now, if you please, you and 
I will begin our little ball together ; for I 
have ordered the harpers into the hall, 
and we will have a dance." 

On which Lady Anne, leaning on her 
young partner, entered the hall, where 
the company was already assembled ; and 
the delighted parents saw Lady Anne put 
herself at the head of the set with Charles, 
— while Mrs. Tyrawley and Mrs. Jones 
were the only persons of the party who 
did not join the dance. 

" I cannot think," said Miss Tyraw- 
ley to her mother in a whisper, " what 

has 
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has ciFected such a change in Lady Anne. 
To think of her dancing, and with that 
boy who knocked Harry down!" Bot 
Lady Anne never danced except with 
children; and now, meaning to pay Charles 
Apreece a particular compliment, she 
sat do\^'n, and danced no more, as soon 
as she had danced two dances with him; 
and Charles as soon as he quitted her 
went up to Harry, and begged his pardon 
for having spoken ill of Lady Anne; — 
a pardon which the happy and generous 
little boy immediately granted. 
, Oh ! what a revolution in every one's 
sentiments had now taken place respecting 
Lady Anne ! Her beauty had always been 
unquestioned; but now her courteous 
manners, her grace, her countenance, 
were equally praised ; and Mrs. Tyrawley 
was seduced, by the unusual suavity of her 
manner, to accost her once by the title of 
dear cousin! Lady Anne felt, forcibly 

fdt. 
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felt, the alteratioa of feeling towards her 
which this appellation implied j and turn- 
ing towards her with one of Lady. Jaue's 
smiles, she said, " Thank you, dear ma- 
dam. I was afraid till now, that you did not 
choose to own me for a cou^n, as you 
never favoured me by calling me so ;"— • 
while tears started into Mrs. Tyrawley's 
eye, for diame at having so long mistakea 
Lady Anne's character. 

" Lady Anne,'* said she, *' or my dear 
cousin, you are one of the few persons 
who ought to have a window in their 
heart/' 

" I understand you," said Lady Anne 
snuling,- " but I trust that it will in future 
be unnecessary ; for I mean to have an 
inscription on the outside— to show what 
there is zuithin/^ 

The next week they were agreeably 

surprised by a visit from Percy and Lionel ; 

and as Lady Jane was tolerably well, 

L 5 Percy 
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Percy took advantage of the Christmas 
recess to steal dowa to Green Rock for 
^ few days. He gazed with all a father's 
pride at the beauty and .healthy appear* 
ance of Harry, and with a father's anxious 
tenderness on the contrast between him 
and his brother. Nor was he slow to per- 
ceive that their mipd^ were as difierept as 
their parsons; and he found thajt, though 
Lady Jane was quite as sensible and as 
well-Hiformed a woms^n as Lady Anne, 
her want of regularity in her modeof teachi- 
ing, had prev^ted the cbild^s profiting 
as much as be ought by the instniptions 
he received from a^ private tutor ; and but 
for the fear of hurling Lady Jane'siieelings, 
he would have left Lionel under Lady 
Anne's care. But the little Lionel bad 
a longer opportunity of sharing in Harry's 
education than Percy expected ; for a deep 
snow fell in one night, and continued sp 
long as to render the roads impassable 

with 
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wth safety ; and the terjificd Lady Jane^ 
losing in fear for the safety of her hus- 
band and child, all dread of Lady Anne*s 
increasing influence, wrote to desire he 
would on no accoimt think of retummg^ 
till the roads were quite safe.. 

Could Lady An»e have thought it 
right to rejoice at this detention, she 
would have rejoiced ; but^ accustomed to 
struggle with and to conquer every feel* 
ing that militarted against her sense of 
right,' she tried to regret the necessity 
which made Percy her inmate for so long 
a time, and determined to see as Uttle of 
him as possible. Percy was not long be-^ 
for^ he perceived the change in Lady 
Anne*s manner, and also in his little 
boy's. One day he was joking with Harry; 
and the child, not understanding that he 
spoke ironically, forgot himself so far as to 
exclaim in his former rude way, " That 

it 
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it IS not, though— and you don't speak 
truth;' 

^' Harry !" cried Lady Anne ; and the 
conscious dnld added, with many blushes, 
**' I am sorry to contradict you, papa, 
but I think you are wrong/* And while 
Percy hugged the little boy to his heart, 
he said, *• How is this. Lady Anne? Ther^ 
are great changes and improvements 
here." 

Lady Anne smiled, and said, " Harry, 
shall you and I tell papa what brought 
about this improvement in our manner ?** 

" O dear! yes; tell papa all about 
it,'* said the delighted child $ and Percy 
listened with the most interested attention. 
But when Lady Anne had ended, be fek 
a degree of embarrassment he could not 
account for^ and an utter inability to ex* 
press to her half of what he felt on her 
candid avowal of her fault, and her reso- 

lutioa 
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lution to amend it fcnr the sake o( her 
charge. Besides, he recollected how often 
he had said Lady Anne*s brusquerie was 
her only defect; and he beheld her be- 
fore him, as handsome and excellent as 
ever, without this only barrier between 
her and the power of being irresistible. • 

" You are an admirable creature," he 
at last articulated j — '* and I shall bless 
the day when my child became the child 
of your adoption." Then with a deep 
sigh he 'quitted the room—while Lady 
Anne allowed herself to dwell neither on 
the agh nor the words. 

The fortnight of enforced confinement 
flew too rapidly for Percy and Lionel ; 
and so it did for the ladies. The Tyraw- 
leys lost all prejudice against Percy, and 
imbibed a strong one for him ; — and 
while Mrs. Tyrawley spun. Miss Ty- 
rawley worked muslin, and Lady Anne 
coloured maps for Harry, Percy read 

aloud 
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sdoud to them; and the hours which he 
did not pa^ in the House of Commons, 
BOW for the first time of many years were 
passed in rational amusement combined 
with daily instruction. 

" O that my own home were like this!" 
he exclaimed to himself. '^ It might have 
been! and why, O why is it not?"— 
But at length the parting hour arrived; 
and Percy, with a full heart, departed 
with his weeping child for that home so 
different to the one that he had left. 

About six weeks after his departure, 
Lady Anne's peace was interrupted by * 
ktter from Lady Jane, urging her, if 
she had any regard for the peace and 
honour of jPercy, and any wish to save 
her from addresses which might end at 
least in loss of reputation, to pay to 
Lord Lorimer several thousand pounds 
which she had lost to him at play ! he 
having offered to give up the debt, if she 

would 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



LADY ANNE AND LADY JANE. 281 

would allow him to prosecute bis suit to 
her as a lover; and stating that^ though 
she loathed the proposal^ yet dread of 
confessing her fault to Percy prevailed on 
her to accede to it for a time. 

Lady Anpe sat for some minutes in 
speechless, motionless horror^ after she 
had received this letter. Whatever her 
errors might be, she had always coa^ 
sidered Lady Jane's virtue as impregnable: 
but now her confidence in that was de- 
stroyed ; as she had proved that the dread 
of incurring her husband s displeasure 
was more powerful over her, than tha^ 
of exposing herself tx> the risk of dis- 
honpuring him. But Lady Anne wa3 
wrong. Lady Jane well knew she was 
in no danger by consenting to receive 
Lord LorimerV addresses, because she 
was certain that Lady Anne would, when 
informed of what she had done, imme- 
diately hasten to her relief. But at first 

Lady 
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Lady Anne started wildly irom her seat, 
as she could ntt devise immediate means 
of doing this. But she recollected that 
money bad been cfered for one of her 
estates very recently. ** Yes, I will sell 
it/' cried Ae : " fkr better will it be 
for die child to possess one estate less, 
than tx> lose a dearer possession, the con- 
sciousness of his mother*s unblemished 
honour and reputation!" 

In a few hours every thing was arranged 
for Lady Anne's departure for town; and 
telling her friends that indispensable bu^- 
ness summoned her away, she consigned 
the weeping Percy to their care, while 
with a beating heart she proceeded on 
her journey — attended by an cAd steward 
of her father's. — She drove immediately 
on her arrival to her bankers; and putting 
into their hands the writings of an estate 
f3r which she had been offered 20,000/ , 
she requested of them the immediate loan 

of 
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of the sum she watnted ; mi having re- 
ceived it, she returned to the carriage in 
which she had left her steward, and tell- 
ing him she had bu^ness \iith Lord Lo» 
rimer, she drove to his house. — L^y 
Anne, though conscious of her own un- 
sullied purity, and spotless character, had 
too wise a regard to decorum, and the 
established usages of society, to call i^Ione 
on Lord Lorimer, even though on busi- 
ness of such serious importance: there- 
fore, when the servant said his lord was 
at^ home, she insisted that her steward 
Mr. Moreton should get out with her. — 
Lord Lorimer was at home, reading, and 
in his dressing-gown, when his gentleman 
entered, and said, a lady wished to speak 
with him. 

"A lady! what lady? — Is she young and 
handsome ?** — " Young, and beautiful as 
an angel, my lord." 

*' Bravo ! show her into the little par- 

lourT^ 
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lour !'* — ^ My lof-d! I have shown her into 
the drawing-room." — *' Blockhead ! is she 
proper drawing-room comp<iny, think 
you ?" — " Yes, my lord ! I should think 
her, by her look and manner, fit for a 
palace-— and that she was a queen. She 
is not, I assure you, my lor^, like any 
ladies that ever call on your lordship.'* 

"Bravo! another Jane de Montfort! I 
protest this beauty has made the fellow 
ebquent ! — Well j now to- judge for my- 
self." 

** Stay ! stay, my lord ! pray put on 
your coat — I am sure the lady is a lady, 
my lord ! ** — However, Lord Lorimer 
proceeded as he was, having first looked 
in the glass to ascertain whether he was 
** in face ;" and sauntering affectedly into 
the drawing-room, his astonished eye 
rested on the tall majestic figure and se- 
vere though beautiful features of Lady 
Anne Mortimer. 

" This 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



LADY ANNE AND JLADY JANE. 235 

" This is an honour, madam,** said he, 
*' really so unaccountable," (though in his 
heart he suspected why she came,) " that 
I should not have thought of coming 
down to your ladyship in this dress — 
Pray excuse me while I change it." 
And glad of an excuse for^retiring in or- 
der to recover himself, he went back to 
change his gown for his coat. 

** You are right, Dawlish," said he 
to his man — ^' there is only one Lady 
Anne Mortimer in the world, and I 
might have known her by your descrip* 
tion, could I have thought her higliT 
mightiness would have deigned to call on 
such a sinner as myself." — ^Then, having 
new tied his neckcloth, and new brushed 
his fine black crop, he returned to Lady 
Anne, who had relinquished none of her 
dignity, but, with her arms folded in a 
long velvet mantle, and her head and 
face uncovered, stood motionless and 

grand. 
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grand, like Mr. Kemble in Coriolanus 
on the hearth of TullusHostilius. 

** I beg you will do me the honour, 
madam, to be seated,*' 

** No! I will not, my lord,** replied 
Lady Anne, no longer the urbane, smil- 
ing mistress of Green Rock ; but cold, 
haughty, and repellent as the Lady Anne 
of former days-=— ** My business with you 
will be soon settled." 

** I am sorry to hear it for my sake, as 
I should be most proud to detain your 
ladyship some time under my roof — ^ho- 
noured, indeed, by such a presence!'* 

'* As I should not consider the honour 
as mutual, my lord, I cannot regret the 
unavoidable shortness of my stay. Allow 
me to go with you into the next room, 
and you, my good Moreton, stay here till 
I return." She then entered the next 
room through folding doors, which were 
open J therefore, though she spoke so 

low 
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low that Moreton could not hear, he saw 
her all the time. — " I came, my lord, as 
you may guess, by desire of Lady Jane 
Percy, to discharge the debt she owes 
you ; and to assure you, that Lady Jane 
has in me a friend and a relation, who 
would spend the last shilling of her for- 
tune sooner than allow her to owe for 
one instant a pecuniary obligation to 
Lord Lorimer, or any man." — So say- 
ing, she laid down the money, and turned 
her dark eyes upon him with a look of 
such severe expression, while her full 
red lip projected still more with con- 
temptuous indignation, that even Lord 
Lorimer was awed and ab^hed, 

** Come, come. Lady Anne,** said he, 
recovering himself, — " unless Lady Jane 
really desired you to pay this money, I 
cannot take it/* 

*' Sir ! I expressly told you that I came 
by Lady Jane's desire } and if I did not, 

you 
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you must know that when one woman 
confides to another a disgraceful secret, 
she makes that other the judge of her 
actions ; and if I had not waited on you 
at the earnest request of Lady Jane, I 
should have come to have satisfied my- 
self*^ — " But now, really. Lady Anne," 
replied Lord Lorimer, piqued into a wish 
to provoke her,-*-** can you be such a no- 
vice as to suppose Lady Jane wished in 
her heart to get out of my debt ?** 

** My lord, can I, do you think, sup- 
pose my cousin. Lady Jane Percy, an 
abandoned woman ?'* 

** Abandoned ! No. But do you think 
it possible for a woman of her associations 
and habits of life to be so much shocked 
at this little debt to me? — Remember, 
Lady Anne,'* taking her hand by force, 
** Scripture says. One cannot touch pitch 
without being defiled ! ** 

Pitch has touched me,'* replied 

'Lady 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



« 



LADlf ANNE AND LADY JAN^. 239 

Lady Anne,; drawing her hand away with 
an action expressive of loathing, "and 
yet I trust I am not defikd!" — Lord 
Lorimer immediately turned away mutter- 
ing a terrible oath.-—" But, my lord,'* 
said Lady Anne, " I am lo^g time: here, 
as I said before, is your mcMiey!^ — And 
now, my lord^ here ends the visit of Lady 
Anne Mortimer/' — Then, with a polite 
but chilling curtsy, she beckoned More- 
ton, and not waiting to have her carriage 
called, tripped lightly down stairs be* 
fore Lord Lorimer could even offer her 
his hand. But he followed her to th^ 
door, and stood bowing there till she 
drov«, off. 

" That is a woman,^ indeed !'* said he 
to Dawlish^. when he came to dress him* 
*' Sudi a woman might tenrpt a man to 
marry, for she has a proper sense of her 
Qwn value ; and though Lucifer was hum* 
Uei compared to herr-thp: pride is that 

of 
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Lidy Anpe wcoi^ irom X»ord Lonmer to* 
Lady Jane> dreadifig^ the emotion ; whick 
she koew they ^hoiild both feel on meet* 
ingy md pe^lexed to know what excuae 
she should make, to Percy for so studden 
s^d uneappected a jo\iaiey to town.-r* 
Yet .surely busmess was. a sufficient ac- 
cuse ; and it was only her consciousness 
tbfit made the difficulty. — She foimd 
Lady Jane so unwell as to keep heic bed 
greatest part of the day ; and Lady Anne 
was so shocked when she saw her faded; 
looks, that every other feeling was swal- 
lowed up in pity and apprehension.<-^Asi 
soon as Lady Jane heard Lady Anne anr» 
nounced, she screamed alou4 with joy, 
and sprung up in her bed; but as soon asi 
she saw her, she sunk jdown agadaaAdhjydj 
her face in the bed-dotbe^^ , . • . 
" Nay^ Jan^* look;u|xi ;I.<;aine0(Of to; 

upbii4Jd 
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npbraid you }«*-4 come ds a friend^ not a 
reprover." And Lady Jane received her m 
her arms.—** Well, iinne! my good an- 
g^ ! will ydu J \rill yott — save me ? " 

** No ; — ^for you are already saved.— 
I have this momertt paid Lord Lorimer." 

I^ady Jane could not speak— and 
agitation soon forced her to lie down 
again. But such power had Lady Jane's 
mind over her body, that now her debt 
to Lord Lorimer was discharged, and 
Lady Anne had not reproached her, her 
health returned, and she was able to join 
Percy and Lady Anne at dinner in her 
own dressing-room.— Percy was delighted 
to see Lady Anne, but very sorry that 
she did not bring Harry with her. — ** I 
will tell you what, Percy," said Lady 
lane, *^ though I Would not have sent for 
Lady Anne to be with me during my ap- 
proaching ccaifinement-^now she is here, 
I cannot part with her agam i and I am 

VOL. 1. M sure 
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3ure she cannot^ will not, dare not refuse 
to stay. Therefore, let Barnes coirie up 
directly with Harry, apd pur cousin Ty-. 
rawley^ remain to take care of Green 
Rock." 

Lady Anne did indeed not dare ta 
refuse; for she well faiew, if Lady Jane's 
confinement should be fatal, that she 
should not forgive herself for having de* 
nied her. Accordingly Barnes and Harry 
were sent for, and arrived in three days 
after in Piccadilly. 

Thus then was Lady Anne obliged, 
though very reluctantly, to take up 
her residence once more in Lcaxdon- 
Still she could not but own to herself^ 
that the society which Lady Jane assem- 
bled at he,r house at least two or three 
times in a vi^ee^, for ,the purpose of 
conversation, wa^ productive^ of the highest 
species of int^lectual entertainment. Men 
of taleni:<5, whether of rank or otherwise^ 

graced 
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graced the parties of Lady Jane, and called 
forth in their elegant atid lively hostes? 
the colloquial excellence which peculiarly 
distingubhed her; while Lady Anne, gra- 
tified in listening to those sallies in which 
she thought herself not qualified to join, 
sat in unmoved though intelligent si- 
lence ; and while Lady Jafie, light, splen- 
did and changeable, sparkling like the drop 
lustre that hung over * her head, diffused. 
around her an ever-varying radilince, — • 
Lady Anne resembled, more a tall and 
statdy candelabre, diffusmg a steady and 
unvaried light, and keeping one fixed 
though ever-graceful position. 

But the great ornament, the great 
charm, of these intellectual evenings was 
Percy himself. The ready playfulness of 
his fancy ; the graceful manner hi which 
he narrated, and tfie mild yet convincing 
way in which he argued, made him at 
once the delight of his^ guesfs, and the 
i M 2 pride 
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pride and pleasure of his wife and of Lady 
Anne. But the fetter suppressed, asif k 
were a criminal indulgence, the pleasure 
which she took in bis conversation on 
these occasions, and suppressed it the 
more, because she suspected that Percy 
bad a secret satisfaction in shining before 
her; — a suspicion which only too ^on 
was excited also in the breast of Lady 
Jane. The latter was therefore Tery 
jglad when, all remains of indisposition 
being vanished, she was able to mx 
generally in the world again, and to 
have an excuse for discontinuing those 
meetings at her own house, whicb 
could not^ fail to throw Percy more into 
the presence of Lady Anne than her 
jealous feelings could support with calm*' 
ness. For it was indeed only too true 
that Percy f( It his own home quite a new 
abode to A/m, since Lady Anne returned 
to it; and several times he caught himself 

calling 
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catling her ** Anne/' as he used to do in 
bi&boyish days; but correcting himself, he 
said " I-Ady Anne** the next momenta- 
Stilly he could not bear the formality of 
that title, and tlierefore substituted " My 
dear cousin,** or " Coz,*' for both. And 
Lady Jane^ having easily discovered the 
reason of this change of appellation, in the 
new feelmg which Percy, unconsciously 
perhaps, mdulged towards Lady Anne^ 
became even more wretched than she had 

been before. — Still, she felt th^t she had 
deserved this misery ; for was it not the 

contrast of her errors with Lady Anne's 
virtues,, which had excited in the mind of 
Percy the feelings which distressed her ? 
This conscious uneasiness had however 
power to make her reflect ^ more than she 
had usually done ; and in one of these re- 
flecting humours the following dialogue 
look place between her and her cousin: — 
* *' It is impossible, Anne,** said she, " to 

account 
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account ^ali6fact6irUy for tb^ great differ* 
cnce which eadsts betwecta you, and me, 
though in, our age and our rank in life we 
are so equal, and in bbod so very near to 
each other; and this difference was, I 
know, discernible evenr in our childhood/^ 

*' It filb me with no wonder, Janie,*' re- 
plied Lady Anne, ^^ for the varieti^ in 
charact^ are aa many as in faces. I onee 
heard a great af tist say, that no head or 
face had its duplies^, properly speakifigt 
and I believe that the same thing may bo 
said of every mind." 

«« But, admitting that truth," replied 
Lady Jane, *^ and admitting also the 
forming power of circumstances, how 
comes it that the same apparent circum* 
stances operated so differently on you and 
on me ? 

^* I, like you, was bom a girl, when my 
parents wanted a boy to inherit the titles 
and entailed estates, and were naturally 

enough 
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enough dbappointed, as they had no 
other children, at the certainty that the 
saad titles and estates wauld go to a 
cousin whom neither your parents nor 
mine cared for, and whom they scarcely 
knew." 

" You should however add^ Jane, that 
both you and I Were as fondly beloyed as if 
we had been of that sex which would have 
gratified their ambition as well as their 
love.** 

*^ True : — and that adds to the. list of 
operating chrcumstances in which we re- 
semble each other. But to go on — I 
was boJrn an heiress, however, though not 
an heir, and my father's personal and my 
mother's entailed property were my ever 
destined portion; while your mother's 
immense possessions were to descend to 
you, and you therefore were always a pre- 
destinate great heiress. Yet, there never 
was a time when I was . not extravagant 

and 
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and knew I was not, to above^a sixthcpart 
of .your fortimerj apd. I fJways,.us^d to 
be^r you ca|l<ed my rich cousvi /^=^Axid 
I wander how this could • be. — and . * ^^ 
You.smile?*' 

. " Yes, 1 ^smile to see that you 
wonder^ and iniagme probably a remote 
cause for this differience in our daily ha^ 
hksp when a proximate ap4 very obviona 
one would satisfactorily account for it,'* . 
;*fWeU,! explain/^ _ 
[ " My dear Jane,, our mothers and 
our fathers yvero aa different in their Imk 
bits as you and I are ; and I h^ve always 
felt my affectionate pity for your ^rrpr^ 
increased by the consciousness. that I ow^^ 
jM^obably to your mother's warning cxanju. 
pie, that system of education wli^ch has, 
preserved me from tbo^e rocks vvhich b^v^. 
wrecked you j my own conscious safetjr^ 
made me feel the more for your danger/' , 
. ^Was 
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'- ** Her ^ster, my beloved mother^ 
thought her sb J and^ though her fbrfanc 
ijfas nt)t bytiny meaw eqoal to my moi- 
dier^s, who had been« treated as atl elder 
(Hmy she always exceeded her in her ex^- 
penses as much as you have exceeded 
^nt; and conscious that the different sort 
of education which they had received had. 
occasioned this difference of character, as 
the Marchioness of D— ^ was brought 
up by a sensible weibprindpled aunt, and 
the Ck>untess of L^— by a. weak mo^ 
ther of great laxity of principle, my be*^ 
loved parent, assisted by the strong intel- 
lect and rigid integrity of her husband, 
eBfteavoured to guard me by early habits v 
of right conduct from^ the errors of her 
rfster ;— errors which would^. she saw^ 
beioome the portion of her sistefs' off? 
spring/* 

m5 "WelL 
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V "Welh But hcnr did your parents, 
however able, guaranty you from the dm- 
gets to wKich I iwas«flq)Osed; namely, that 
of being told by servaiats, and governesses, 
tint {was an heiress^ aad' ought to have 
all I vrished ; and that moiiey,^*^what was 
money to me? rthat I might eat gold if I 
liked?" 

^' In the first place, I never had a go- 
verness, and my nwther, ^ I was an only 
child, kept me almost always in her 
sight ; therefore-I was very little with se** 
vants; and ideas of the true duties and 
rights of heiresses were iastilied into me 
•tod deeply by my parents^ to make me in 
any danger of being misled by the hht 
ideas whidr servants might attempt to give 
me. — But our servants, from inteceited 
motives, and also from respect to their 
lord and lady, did .w:&at othttr depend^U 
in similar circumstances wpidd do, they 
chimed in with the plans of Lor4 and Li^iy 

' D— J 
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; and I do not remdmberthat any 



servant e»er oSevei io icmpt me.to' aa 
action wfahifa prineipde^. or my parents y 
disowned. I use them as ^ynovym^tu 
tirmSj^ added Lady Anoe^ ^%,h a glow 
of filial fH-ide oa her cheik^ and a t«ar of 
filial regret in her eye ji *' for the. dictates 
of my parents were, I well know, those 
only of reason and of virtue.'* - 

*M should like some<>f this chemical 
process of theirs, which producJad pure 
gold, while my pocn* papa and mamma 
produced gold full of alloy; for I. must 
say, Anne, I think I have some gold about 
me, and I believe I am as generous in a 
peiuniary point of tie w as you are.'* .„ 

*' In every thing," replied Lady AnnjBi 
modestly, ^^ you would have been mY> 
equal, if not superior, dmibt it not, if you 
had bad my advantogcs/* 

" Welly, thank ye^ Lady Aaflte! it is- 

so 
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SO pleasant tabe^^iWe lo U]ft the buftbea 

V^' What! oiilhMe of a pareoti Liuijr 

• ** Aye, very true. And FU say OiyJ 
fllso^ if you mil noc lode so.i«^...> 
Bttt>.dear> Aime, I remember how mj 
poor mother laogbed, when she canie 
home from a vmt to yours in the country, 
and saw you lookmg so demure^ and so 
contented in a diabbyckakand hatf and 
when she asked why you were allowed to 
wear a dress so unworthy a great heiress, 
the Marchioness answered, that it was be^ 
cause you had voluntarily offered to go 
without a new cloak ^hd hat> that ^ 
m^iey di^ would cost might be expended 
on a poor faimly which you had discover* 
ed in the neighbourhoods — ^' What hcm^ 
senser repUe^ my m^er^ (Lady L -^ ti»»^ ) 
^whto you conld afford to giie Anne 
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^oie new clothe^ ^Id^ inddnl^^ifefeiidM 
for the ffoor fiunityl^'--^ I vdsh i»dfeft)iu 
If^ ausw^DRi the Bffarchicmes8,^to Im- 
press on my daughter*s mind^ diat' tidl^ 
denial is the £:>undation of every irirnie, 
and that on persond sacrifices isr builr4&ft 
i»ost acceptabb ^benevolence to dthsmJ 
i^aid then,' added my mother, a&shrj^et 
lated this scene to my father, ^ that solemn 
child Lady Aone looked round at me so 
self-satisfied, and so concebed^ that I ccmid 
have whipped the little urchin,*" i 

^^ And what effect had this maternal wi»> 
4cHn on you?" asked Lady Anne sn&iling. 

** What it might have had, 1 4o not 
ktiow," said Lady Jane,^ *^ for my father 
repUed, ^ Ton had better stay at home 
aiad whip your own urcfaiii> Hortensia i 
for I suspect she deserves it rather moire 
tbsm this good little Anne ; for, if she lioi 
laokv couched, it ti^as ^le conceit of vir"- 
lue/'-— 'But what right has a chiid to 

look, 
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look, or be, cofaceited.sit all P—' Ask 
yoar daugbter Jane^ hn^'afin^ whe&ews 
you dress her in a newtbonaet, zad cry 
oiit. How lovely she looks I Come hither, 
my beautiful child, and kiss me.' My 
mother bit her lip, but did uot reply: 
and the pleasure which I fek at faeariog 
my mother laugh at you, of whom I was 
always jealous^ was damped ^itirely by 
my father*s defence of youj and I even 
learnt to think that / should like to earn 
what my father called the conceit ol 
virtue,." 

*« Your father, at least, seems to have* 
H bad wise ideas as a parent B" 

^^ Yes; But he was too volatile to 
think long, and toa indolent to act on his 
own wise precepts*^ The light he shed 
on my path was only that of iigbtningy. 
bright and transient, and more formed 
by its sudden flash, daii as sudden. ex» 
tinction^ to mislead than direct me/' 

« What 
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^* What a pity! for he had mind 
enough to appreciate the conduct which 
your* mother ridiculed ; and believe me^ 
Jase, that to a. succession of personal sa* 
orifices like these, I owe that indifference 
to dress, s^d consequently that want of 
temptation to extravagance in it, which> 
though I may have carried it too fer, ha^ 
preserved me from many of the miseries 
which you have endured. But Lady L — - 
only witnessed one instance in which, ia 
principle, my mother founded my edu- 
cation on an annihilation of selfishness.— 
From childhood I was taught to share 
every thing that was given me with others^ 
and to consider my^lf last. That eager- 
ness, that greediness to be first and 
best served, which disgusts one every day 
in children, was never conquered in me, 
because it was never suffered to gain 
ground,— and all my habits were those of 
regard to the accommodation of others 

before 
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before thjrt 6f tny own. Less acate ob- 
servers than my revertjd f&rents werej^ 
would laugh at these pl^hSy and fancy 
them trifling artd unneCesSsary ; but de- 
pend on it that the moralists of all ages 
have not only cbnsMered man as a bundle 
of habits, but the human character as 
made up of almost as many imperceptible 
particles, of which habits are the chief 
ingredient, as those which compose a 
mosaic pavement — and it is on the purity^ 
the brilliancy, and the strength of those 
component parts that the value of a cha- 
raicter or the beauty of a pavement de- 
pends/' 

"Very true, Anne. But still* the 
question is not decided to my satisfaction, 
why I was so different from you, from 
earliest childhood. Lavish I always was; 
and though I was always ready to give 
to others, I wis equally fond of giving 
to myself. — I should have been a princess 

certaiiUy, 
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certainly^, for whete^ K^h^^ ^?rYe t^R, 
pound!s I always gave ftfty/* , , ;^ 

" Thep I hope you would feav^b^en a 
princess without a principality, ^^Js^ you? 
subjects would have \)^en greajt;4y to Jjie 
pitied ; for, unles$ oeconomy be the basis 
of even 2k prince's virtues and charities, b? 
will in time be as poor as the meanest oj[ 
his subjects/' 

** Aye — but oeconomy was never a word 
in my vocabulary ,, nor in ;that pf any one 
belonging to mej and when I read of Cleo- 
patra's dissolving, a mq^t precioiis pearl 
and drinking it off, I always admired her 
spirit, and wished I could do the same^'' 

t* Th^t i3 exaggeration. Lady Jane : 
but still a weaker and uncorrected feeling 
of that sort has been the cause of your 
errors ;~but I fear that these results of a 
bad education cannot now be gotten rid 
of, alnci all )ve can do is to endeavour to 

cutb^ 
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curb the propensities which we cannot 
wholly remove/' 

" Heigho !" cried Lady Jane, « I fear 
what you say is just. But don't you think, 
Lady Anne, the safest way would be to 
put me, not into a house of absolute lu- 
natics, but in a receptacle for those who 
are only half-and4ialf ?** 

" But there is no such place.** 
"Very true, Anne, and I fear that 
there never can be j forjhe demand for 
such houses, if once begun, would be so 
greats that there would never be found 
hands enough to build, nor ground enough 
to build upon. But a truce with reflec- 
tion and satire, and let me dress for the 
opera. Yet, no — I have a confession to 
make,*' she added, her beautiful eyea 
suddenly filling with tears, " which has 
long weighed on my mind. The forgec- 
fulness of se//^ which was tiught you ia 

childhood, 
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T^uldhood, has distinguished you In every 
action of your riper years — and that con- 
sideration of self which was taught me 
in childhood, has shown itself in many 
serious instances^ in my matured life/' 

** Weill Jane— btu this is no new con* 
fession/' 

** No : — ^but have patience,— Alas I 
dear, unsuspicious Anae^ no sooner did 
I see that Pwcy preferred you, than my 
jealousy of you took 'fire, and though I 
did not love Percy, I could not bear that 
he should love you better than me. The 
consequence was, that I left no art un* 
tried, when he returned from abroad, to 
convince him that I was deeply impressed 
in his favour ; and as I felt no real ten* 
demess, it was e^y for me to affect it in 
my manner ; while t/oi^ too conscious to 
dare to let your xeal feelings be known, 
wrapt yourself up in coldness and reserve, 
till the_ poor youth, fancying you almost 

disliked 
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disliked btm^ sought refuge in.my inviiing 
smiles aud obvioi^ partiality,'' 

"Why do you tell me this?" ex- 
claimed Lady,Ai^ne much agitated — '* it 
i:an do me no good.'* 
; f\ I)fo— but ic relieves my mind : — ^and 
QhJ, Anne, grudge me not this, relief 
for a. severe retributivie justice has over- 
taken me ; and the heart of Percy, whoift 
I now love as he ought to be loved, is at 
length estr^iiged from me by my feults, 
and attracted towards you by those virtues 
which, bixt for my base selfishness, would 
have rendered him happy." . So sayu^g 
she rushed out of the roooif lei^ving Lady 
Anne resolved that «he would return to 
Green Rock as soon as ever she could. 

But the jealous pangs pf Lady Jane 
were soon lost in others of a more terrif 
ble, though not. so bitter ,a^d corrosive a 
fiature. ,. ,,, 

Who c?in say wljL^e .the ypi^equpnces 
* - • of 
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of a wrong action will erid ? A criminal 
or an erroneous act h like an- arrow 
winged out of sight-'— na one knows 
whither it is goiei nor whbm it nhfay 
wound. It was impossible foi* a Ltird 
Lorinrier not t!6 boast of having had a 
visit from Lady Anne Mortimer, of whom 
he now chose to profess himself d^ply 
enamoured. 

** A visit, and alone!'* ' 
' ** Yes, that is to say, attended only by 
her servants.'* 

** You are a happy fellow ! I did not 
evten know she was in town." 

" Very likely not : mine was the first 
feouse she drove to.** 

•*^ I can't believe it/* said one. — " This 
ik one of ^your' boasts,*** said another. — 
HdWever, at last, one gentleman who 
heard it, and Who hated Lord Lorimer, 
thought proper to tell Percy what he had 
heard. Ffefcy immediately exclaimed. 
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*^ It must be false— Lady Anne Mortinicr 
could never degrade herself so nmcb^ nor 
violate decorum so grossly J' 

•• But I heard Lord Lorimer assert it; 
and whether true or false, his prating 
ought to be put a stop to/* 

^* What can I do ? — Stay — ^I wttl wrifee 
him a note, asking him whether he did 
say so and so/' 

'' Do so/' 

And Percy, having dispatched his note, 
received the following answer.: — 

"Dear Sir, 

" I certainly did say that I bad the 
** honour of a visit from Lady Anne Mor- 
" timer as soon as she arrived in town, and 
" attended by servants only j for in so 
** saying I told the truth. 

" Yours, &c. 

" Lorimer." 

"Amazement!" cned Perc^, more 

hurt 
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hurt apd.more alarmed than he wished 
to appear ; for this was no boast : he wa$ 
afraid it was some business of Lady Jane's, 
some wish to serve her, that could ^lon^ 
have led her to such a deed ; and telling 
his friend Colonel Rothrie that he would 
be back very soon, he went to interrogate 
.Lady Anne herself. Luckily he found 
her alone. And after some vague, em- 
barrassed conversation, he said, " Oh ! ^- 
proposy—z gentleman told me, what I 
could not believe, that you had paid a vi** 
sit to that coxcomb Lord Lorimer, and 
attended only by servants." 

" And did the gentleman believe it?'* 
said Lady Amie, struggling to appear 
calm. 

** O no ! — it has been much talked of, • 
but nobody believed it.'* 

*' I thought so," said Lady Ann^ 
proudly. '' I knew the world was gene- 
rally just, and that it would no( be ready 
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ifo Believe a tale to m^^pr^udice of Lady 
Anne Mortimer!" 

** Then it is not true— and you did n^t 
cat! at Lord Lorimer's ?" 

** I did not say so," replied Lady Anne 
turning puU% 

*^0 heaven!" cried Percy, turning 
pale also, *^ then you did call on him ! 
tod I am sure that nothing but the neces- 
sity of doing some great kindness to my* 
unhappy wife could have led you to do so 
strange a thing/' 

•' I had Mr. Moreton, a very req)ecta« 
ble man, with me the whole time, or ra- 
ther in sight : therefore, though he is my 
servant in one sense, he is a gentleman, 
and my Lord Lorimer tells a falsehood 41 
saying I was attended only by servants.'* 

** You evade answering my ijuestion,-^ 
fFht/ did you go to Lord Lorimer's?** "^ 

" Mr. Percy," replied Lady A6n^ **! 
^ am not accountable to you for iny acDomi 

nor 
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jaqr.will I ansrwer a gofl^on which I ^tua^ 
your right to ask/* ^ ,^ ^ 

" It is very well— very weiy* ^^KJl^^ia 
Percy, ** I shall know in^ t^^^^i^. ^^ 
rushing out of the rpom, he hastened int» 
the street, and rejoined Colonel Rothrie. 

" *Tis indeed true," said he, "Lady 
Anne owns it.r— What shall I now do ?— 
He is a scoundrel for mentioning her visit, 
and I suspect I have more reasons than 
one for calling him to account.** 

** You have heard the other report 
then?'* 
\ « No :— What is it ?•' 

** That Lady JaUe has lost a large sirm 
to him, and that the geKtlemaH dde^ not 
wish to be paid either i^ gold of notes :-^ 
Ijut I dare say it is only taftt." 

Percy struck his forehead as if in 

agony^ and, having called for pen, ink, 

^d paper, im ediately wrote to demand 

of Lord Lorimer on what pretence Lady 

VOL. u * II Anne 
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^Di^e palled on him. The answer v^is 
this:**- 

*<* Sir, 

** I have nottoM nor will I tA 
*• the reason which induced Lady Anne 
** Monimer to honour me with a visit. 
**J eannot do it as a man of honour. 

" LORIMER.^ 

This letter provoked a reply from 
Percy, in which he asked Lord Lorimer 
if it was acting like a man of honour, to 
boast that he had received a visit from 
Lady Anne Mortimer attended anh/ by 
her servarUs ; when the feet was, that 
she was accompanied by a respectable 
gentleman who alighted with her.— 
When once agi angry <^orrespondence 
takes place between liaen of the world, 
the consequences are usually ^obvtoua aini 
unavoidable; and in ia short time a chal- 
ienge was given and accepted^ an^. the 
- 'i time 
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time and place of meeting appoints. 
But it was not without many ** com- 
punctious visitings of conscience" that 
Percy complied with what he considered 
as the indisputable commands of worldly 
honour, and prepared to risk the valuable 
life of a husband and a father, against 
the weapon of a thoughtless profligate, 
one who might have said in the words 
of Orlando, "If kiHed, I shall do my 
friends no wrong, for I have none fo 
lament me ;**-K)nly in the world I fill up a 
plate, which may be better supplied when 
I have HMide it empty/'- Besides, he 
found it impossible to conceal from him- 
adf that his resentment against Lord 
Xorimer was occasioned more by a feel^ 
ing of jj?al6usy of Lady Arme^ than of 
Lady Jane ; — and that his thirst of venga* 
ance was excited not so much by Lord 
Loiimer's reported designs on his wife, 
as by his now avowed admiradon of htt 
V ... N2 adnurable 
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admirable cousin* ^ I will not return 
home this evening, till I am sure my 
children are in bed,*' said Percy to him- 
self, as he leaned in mournful thought 
on a table in the coffee-house whence 
he had dispatched the fatal notes to Lord 
Lorimer; *'for, if 1 were to see theih 
again with the consciousness that I saw 
them possibly for the last time, my 
agitation wbuld certainly betr^vy me. — No! 
nor will 1 return till I thiiik Jane and 
Lady Anne are both retired for the 
aigbc/* — And be kepi his resoludoo, — 
but in vain ; for he found Lady Anis 
<reading m the drawing-room, ami wheft' 
h» saw her he started with ib^ coiip 
4MUOUS cbnfufiAOQ of guili t while Ladjf' 
jinne, aware thaX something was the 
matter with him^ r^arded him with tooks 
of anxious inquiry. 

*^ How is Jai^^ ssud h^ ^^ nt^y dear 
cottsmr' 
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" Very unwell, and gone to bed." 
"Indeed!" he replied. " Theii. I sball 
continue to sleep where I have donef since 
her illness, lest I disturb her." And so ht 
her illness was convenient. Srton aftdr^ 
catching Lady Anne's eyes fixed upoa 
faun, he started up, unable to bear that 
expression, and ran out of the room. He 
then went softly into Lady Jane's apart*. 
pient ; and as she was in a sound sleep, 
he gaaed on her some minutes, wishing, 
but not daring to imprint a kiss on her 
flushed and fevered cheek; till, fearful of. 
being surprised while thus indulging his 
feeU^gSj, he suddenly left the room, and 
shut himself up in his own apartment, 
wh^ce he returned no more that night. 
Therefore Lady Anne, whose fears were 
dreadfully excited, had ud means of as- 
c^Ttaining .whether they were just or rtot, 
and she went to bed in a state of great 
arit^ui^ 

Alarming 
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. Alarminj5 thoughts kept Lady Aime 
awake all night, and she hiid not closed her 
eyes, when, being alive to every noise, she 
heard some one go softly down stairs at 
six o'clock in the morning, open the halU 
door, and go out. She instantly ran to 
dtte fwindow, and saw Percy and ( '^tonel 
Rothriewalk to a hackney-coach \vhich 
waited at a little distance, and which drove 
qS with theni very rapidly. — " Then aU 
my fears are realized, and he is gone to 
meet Lord Loriraerl" she exclaimed, 
beginning to dress herself with alnoost 
frantic haste, though when dressed she 
knew not how to act, nor how to pre* 
vent the meeting which she feared.— 
*' But why shotild I thus torment my- 
self with apprehensions that may be 
groundless?" thought Lady Ahne-: "Percy 
may be gone out as second <m\y to Co^ 
lonel Rotbrie!*' . But when ate recofc 
lected his question f onc^mir^ her.viak to 

Lord 
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Lord Lprimer, and his evident dejcfcrion 
of the preceding evening, she felt that 
her aiarm was only too well-foundfed, and 
dhe threw herself on her bed in an agony 
ctf grief. The next moment she started 
lip, resolved to hasten to the Park, for 
she recollected to have heard that dueh 
were usually fought there. But slW 
hnmedfately gave up this wild idea, 
remembering how improper, and how 
fetal to the reputation of a man, is female 
interference on such occasions ; and sum* 
moning all her self-command, she deter* 
min^d on the fortitude of remaining per- 
fectly quiet and inactive j that difBcult task 
when the mind is anxious and agitated, 
but which, generally speaking, is the most 
frequent and becoming duty of woman. 
Still, however, when the clock struck 
sfev^n, lL.atdy Anne could* remain inactive 
110' longer; but throwing her veil over her 
l^ad she raaa down stairs J and telling the 
'• * porter 
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'^; zftMsi *intic itttiietfj ^<f <1ihi«4 
'ijdlwn thb pjitb^4t !ed^ towards theSa^ 
^litinetevi^r. Sdddenly h^ haste urft 
mvped^d; ^ncl^Vph htt bres^h ^Uspeodetf, 
fbr she heatd tbesGUiidof |)40ta)sf} andia 
ii terror that nearly deprived her of sense, 
she clung to the railing near her foor €up»» 
"port, unable to proceed, yet ^uaily ii>w 
capable of remaining where she m^is. At 
length, however, ^e made a vid^M^^f-v 
fort, and ran rapidly towards the spdt 
whence the sound had prpceeded* But 
long before she was near ^npUgh td te 
recognised herself by any one on the 
banks of the water, she saw a: geiitleiiufl 
advancing, whdm she instantly knie^- ^ 
be Percy, and evidently in perfect ®aff^! 
It was '«iough! and Uttering >^T*a»k 
God ! he Kves ! he is s^/* Lady AiM», 
ashained of' her eoK)ti0^^ d^ ^mijct 
' ^ being 
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.yo^vffiof oapfiop,. a^.^e w^^^ced to 

(fUHlar the ^aies. pf jpy,: whicl^jshf b^ 
HP laitely kaned aghast in all the misery 
of 9t:qp^eh^nsion» But while she did sOj 
abe turned round again^ in order to mak^ 
•* assurs^qe doubly sHre" that. Percy was 
imlmtf ^d ^^ ^^ plainly saw Lord 
Lorimer, &u|^rted by two gendemenf 
eYidentl^ wounded) though able to walk^ 
vrhile Fercy and Colo^l Rothrie wem 
walkiPg by bi$ side. Lady Anne ha4 
fiMn.^sipug^ta q\iiet her alarms, entirely^ 
ion^Sorcy WW not <;n)ly safe himself, but 
af^imeiitlybe h^ 90t endamgered tb^ ^x- 
iMettteofaoptjiii^;?:^ i&Y^Qrated by tbis 
. wtwdqtitWfss^toe j)^ys8gd raf^dly ^rwar4i 

h5 home. 
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home. But, alas! /^h^jshe re-&iM^ 
the honse^ such iiding^;ai^ai(ed her^ u 
banished from h^ imnd evm the eei^e <d 
joy a^cited there by the safety of Percy* 
By a mo^ uufoftunate comodeDce, a 
favourite little dog of Lady Jane's liad. 
that morning followed some one into 
the street, and was brought home woraed 
to de^ith, just as one of the hpuse-msidsi 
who had seen her mastier go out and drive 
oflF in a hackney coach, was conferring 
with Ellis OH' this subject at the door oi 
Lady Jane's apartraent. It so hapf^ned 
that this woman had lived in a femilj) 
the master of which, while she was ser* 
vant there, had been brought home 
killed in a duel; and having observed 
Lady Anne*s alarmed and moufnfui es^ 
pression, when she passed her cpd^f 
stairs in her way to the P^lf^she }^ 
little difSculty in persuading ha:6e^«t^ 
Percy was gone to fight. a duel,- and that 

Lady 
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1;^ Antie kii§^^ttiA skpect^ Ms in* 
tgncldns ; and ^ ^ mts c&tattmntSLtlng 
he{»f«at*s to EiHs; wb^ti ti bvi^leiti the 
hill mkde her break offj Siid' «in to+ 
wards the gallery leading tb the stairs. 
TSie ndiie pixjceeded from the serratits, 
who were gathered round the body of 
the poor liittle dog, which was Just now 
brought home by a neighbour, and thd 
house-maid reached the gallery just a!s 
one of the servants exclaimed) *'TesI^ 
he is killed! quite Idllfed!' What will my 
poor Lady Kiy?'*-— Thi^was enough foi^ 
the house-maid, whose fears for hei? 
master were already excited; and hasten^ 
ittg back to Ellis, who was jiist going- 
into Iiady Jane's room to answer her bell 
which had that moment rung, she ex- 
daimed, **t was right, he is killed! my 
poor master! he is killed! my poo» 
te^ter!^^ 
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t^WfjllctlyrlMEUFd tMe wos^ and 8prai^« 
jOg QUtjiof bed, shef mw, >by^ the coiai- 
tUPSMep .o£ ber tw^iservaote tbmt iher «ars 
bfiA^QOt dtfcf ived btr* The whole tm^ 
iMsnodiatelys tm^hgd on her ■ maddeniag 
liauK*«.. Percy o& her aoroo&t had chat> 
Ij^nged Lord Lorin^^, and she had been 
^ means of de^tfeykig her husband ! ! ! 
Sbefaimed^ tottered> fell^ and inafev 
bourSy amidst dreadful cGA?ulsipa$ and 
kk a, stat^ of utG^ unoonscipaapess, ^ 
gAF€^ birth {a adeadchild^.a«d hec Hie was 
dcips^rad of. 

Uer danger and her suflgefi^gs caUed 
t^ck all Percy's tenderness towazds he^ 
though Hs esteem wasii!e|9ared in:eoov«»* 
able; and when bffo^KndfrodtliMhff.i^ 
wauld in all pipbal)i&|y/fsMr a saggtSce^ «i 
ber affiectioii £sr hin^^ and agol^tfociii^ 
•opposed deaths he scarcely knewibo^^ 
.. .. • Y. .-. I 'J -'.en^e 
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encbirt thecomr^net^ hit £kelmgB^^'-^Qnd 

ccmscioua rnaSem^ > fend but mmmiA^ Om 
lipases. Froia that restkss pitbMs itiMk 
that uncockscioas sufier^, L^dy AMe nci* 
ver never adm^. Tiie cause bf h«r 8U& 
fisringSy and her danger, endeaiped h^r t<ii 
her heart still morev-^Pefcy's- frefistice^ 
P^rcy*s influence were no lofiger f«lt ai; 
dneaded by her ; hear thattghtSy.iier'^IoQkf 
imre fiiuid on one. darling object ak>ot^ 
vbofiei errors, serious as they were^ were £04^ 
gottex^y while only her charms and her wiw 
toes Uved in her remembrance ; and Lady^ J 
Afme^sdU^hetsdf in every situation^ noU( 
shcnEiO' in the/fibe»p ehars^ter of an a£» 
feetioiiaie aiid wtired nurse. At.leagtb 
ber; aiucieiy/wsis. rqtaid by) the reowrei^ 
ibe «i^(M^ reeciDreryv of tkd objoetofTi^ 
i#».ia 0M.iliQ^tib;afteir^hi^; ^life baiL hpm 
ii^l^Jm^y tboiigh!a^:YeF|t 

weak. 
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weakyWM abletobemteer drawing-ro6m. 
When she was thus far advanced towiarft 
tonvalesceince, Percy begged Lady Ahne 
to inform her of the duel, and hs cau^^ 
in hopes that a consciousness of 'the dan* 
ger in which her errors had involved her 
husband) would have a saiufary eiffett on 
her conduct in future. 
^ This was the first time that the subject 
of the duel had ever been mentioned, and 
Lady Anne took that opportunity of 
asking Percy whether the dispute with 
liord Lorimer was not chieiy on her ac-^ 
count ; and on Percy*s answering in the 
affirmative, she replied, ** I needed no 
champion, Mr. Percy. I am my«)6if 
the guardian of my hoflduf ! and ^m)ng^ 
in an umblemished life, I can ddy the 
calumnies of any one. — Surelyy sorely, 
tben,^^ she added, with • more t^ndemcss^ 
of voice and manner, ^^ you wil not tiaBk 
k Mcenary, vAmk Lord jUoHmer moip?% 
^. to 
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tOrri$)c again^so n£f»dk|sly a Ji& so pre* 
aous^?" ' ^ . • r / 

• But to this direct <|i|^iion Percy, gtw 
an eva^ve ansvuer ^ and all Lady %Aniie'i 
fears w^ere again e:t(;it^<i. Inconsequence 
of which^«he. wrote ^ letter to Lord hc^ 
rimer unlfnown to PeiK:y, which,. much 
to bis honour^ induced him to wrkesudi 
an apology- to Lsedy Anoe for haying 
boasted of her vi^t,- and such a note to 
Percy as would have precluded any neces* 
9ity for even a professed duellist to caU 
him out again ; and it was judged expe« 
dient, both by Percy and Lady Anne^ 
that, in order to prevent unpleasant re- 
ports and surmisesy Lord Lorima: should 
be received ^t the house as usual, as adk 
occasional guest. 

Lady Anne, when all was thus amkab^ 
aettledi (tificloaed the whole aifl&ir to Lady 
J^Uie; but she had the mortificatimi -o£ 
sfi^^ Jb9t;ti^|;h h^ .MUfiuis Jgcmies 
>.i , at 
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at ^he redtri' t^ix^fkaimutfSA fo fiaemfi^ 
n6 hope, or e&pecUtioi^, seamed 3\)iiQkfiiiB4 
m her'niiridt^rbi^g^^etocbn^ct bdivj 
tAf so'asr to avoid ainilar en^n m future; 
fir; 'too honest to feig» the hiq>e ^e<fei^ 
Bot, Lady Jan^tievisr otieexsaiid ^^ I will 
nform, I witl proi& by my past bitter 
Citperfence.*' 

One day as Perqr and Lady AnM 
were sitting with tlie chiUhrefl, Lady Jane 
retnnted from her monmig's driven and 
entered the room with a very grave coaaf? 
tenance: then, sending the liitle boys 
away^ she st'd she wished to talk with 
Percy on busmess^ of importunee. 

**rconie/* said^e, ** from my uncle 
tile mixdstsvi from my cousin ditcoy and 
my uncle the bishop, on a deputadon tc^ 
^0^ Percy/^ 

♦* Itideed l^—Well J jDpett^otarcrtdtei 
rials;'** ' • V "*- . •'-' '^- ' i-'^^'^^^ 

ness 
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X)«& yoU{ Iwive. fiiK»t,^^a n^o f9h. '^; 
believe me I have ^lever, .spa^^d^.p^ji^elf ." , . 

prising hfr . batKi*r7r*f Th?ijt jjife . jgre suf er 
of/' said Lady. Aftperkinrflyfj, i , , i . . 
** Thereftw,. jhfly . |ecl . tben^yei 
bound in gratitude to do somethiogj^ i£^ 
they CAN5 . to iwnd ib^ %ti^ I bi^ve- 
tried to mar: zxid \h\x^ ihm^ they speaK^ 
through me. They know.you wish for the, 
Albany peerage,, tfiov^gh you shrink frQiw^ 
the trouble of suing for it« It shall b^ 
yours without suing for it^ — ypurs by. 
creation, — ^andthey oflfer yx?u your cboicft 
of the places now vacant by^ certain high 
resignatiQUs ; or the embassy, now to disr 
pose of also, .. tpt : the Oiloman Pprte ^ 
which if you accept, as I earnestly hope 
J9U will, I ;?^U have ^Xi opportunity of 
shining forth another Lady Mary Wortley 
li^flta^e.fg^^lg^grs^addressed to theLady 
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A— — M— ^~4^ TKese are offets made 
warm from theieart; for most eagerly do 
tainisters, whether my rehtiotis or not, 
wish to be joined by a man of your ta- 
lents and M^eight in the House^^ 

** No 4oifct/* ®dd Lady Anne. But 
Percy was slow to reply : at last he saidi 
•*You well know, Jane, that ! honour 
both the talents and mtegrity of Tour rela- 
tions, as tnen : but as I have the misfor- 
tune to differ with them on two or three 
essential points; I must, however my pride, 
my ambition, and my Wants may urge 
me to accept their offers, most unequi- 
vocally, though alas most unwillingly^ 
reject them." 

** Oh ! how I rejoice!'* cried Lady 
Anne, " And I grieve,'^ said Lady Jane, 
^ for / am no politician.^* 

" Nor I neither, Jane,'* returned Lady 
, Anne, " and I think the term when ap- 
plied to a woman is a term of .xeproac^ 

But 
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Bitt if I were a wife^ I should value my 
busband*s political integrity, were he 
Whig or Tory, equal with bis life, and 
should wish the oue to be resigned only 
with the other* ' Therefore, as Perqr, 
without an utter ^rr^der of his political 
character, cannot ac<^t these pflFers, I re^ 
joice ths^ he has rejected them ; for k 
would indeed be a severe blow to me to 
be forced to forgo the exalted idea of him 
which I now entertain.*' 

" Thank ye, thank ye, my noble 
minded friend ! " cried Percy with great 
amotion, 

" Aye ! and could you have said no- 
ble minded wife too,** said Lady Jane 
mournfully, ** you would not have been 
in a situation to have felt such offers 
temptations. Would I had died when 
I could unconsciously have breathed my 
last! Why did you try, why did you 
tmk ta.€aire<me.Mt would have beea 

better 
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better for us all, if you had let me die/* 
Here she gave way to an agony of di- 
stress, which gave exquisite pain to the 
hearts of her auditors. 

*^ Jane, this must not be. You have no 
right," said Percy, " to distress us thus/* 

** No right! Have 1 no right to feel 
my own unwortbiness— rand, feeling, to 
deplore it ?•' 

^ Stop ! ** said Lady Anne, willing to 
turn the course of her ideas*—" an idea has 
ju^ struck me: — Is it trttej Percy, that 
your affairs are in such a state a^ to make 
offers of this kind tempting to you V* 

** They are indeed. My West-India 
estates have lately yielded little or no- 
thSng, and, and**— *' I will fill up the sen- 
tence," cried Lady jane, '* he has had 
to pay unexpected sums for me!*' — 
*' Then hear me,** replied Lady Jane, 
«« the best of us may ;^ifeld in a moment of 
uni^'dcted weakness to strong temptation. 

As 
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As an Archbishop Craniper yielded to 
it, — who can say that he shall always be 
proof against it?*' 

"^^ True!" replied Percy sighing: "and 
who should therefore presume severely to 
blame another who has been fovind frailf . 

** Well, then; I can without a single pang 
give up my establishment at Green, Rock^ 
and retire into some cheap part of. England 
on one third of my income, THe rest I 
conjure you lo appropriate to the grai- 
dual payment of ^our debts j and pay me 
when — ^* 

** Hold !" cried Percy, *' nor insufc ua 
^> much as to suppose, if retrenci>ment 
be necessary, that it shaU net be made . 
by us — not i/ou. No, generous woman I 
It Is voy iottotion to give up *my town** 
liouse next yea^r ; and, if 1 continue in par- 
liament, to cpme to a lodging when m^^ 
pl^sseoMttn^ and ibi» ^rmnge^ 
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ment will, I trust, ia a year or two aet 

me free.entirjElyf*' , 

"This arrangement r*. cried ladf 
Jane: ^^ and have you then fixed your 
|)Ians ^^ithout, consulting mei'* 

*' May I ask your ladyship," said 
Percy, " if after what has passed you can 
^think you have any right to be consulted ?" 

" Oh no, no, no — forgive me! I 
Joiow my Qwn unworthmess. So then 
you prefer this scheme,V said she recover- 
ing herself, " to acceptance of the offer 
I brought you!*' 

*• Most assuredly/' . 

" I am glad of it ;. as glad as Lady 
Aime : for if you had acceptv d it 1 know 
I should never have liked you so well 
agahi* I f emember when I was a child I 
spent all my little money on a fine diijess 
of my own invention for my doU, de- 
stroying the one i% wore when I taught it ; 

and 
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asd I pirccUred %ame gold leiaf too to 
cover its nose and its cheeks v^ith ; and 
ijehen I had thus made: * a thing of my 
own/ I neveriiked it as well as I did in 
its original state. And thus, had I made 
Percy a minister, and smeared him over 
•with the gold leaf of places and privileges^ 
I should never have Kked him so well 
again, as I did when he was the inde- 
j>endeiit man I first knew him, O my 
dearest husband ! how glid I am that 
you have int^rity, though, I have none!^ 

" What you have just said, Jane, proves 
the contrary, and that virtue, though spell- 
bbund, is not dead within you/'* 

" But, my dear Anne, if it never 
breaks the spell, it might ^s well be dead^ 
you know/* Here she burst into a long 
laughs which almost alarmed Percy and 
her cousin. When it was over, ishe said, 
f * A Y^ry charming idea has ]ixsi struck 
i , me. 
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tne, my dear Percy ,*—4 trant you to dt 

to for a fancy portrait.* But no, 1 

forgot, you have no jwcture- money. How* 
ever, Lady Anne hasr, and she will be 
Very glad to pay for k ; tnd the subject 
shall be Hercules between Pleasure and 
Virttie — that is y^m just now, betwieeh 
Anne and me. Here was I, Pleasure 
yoo know, tempting you with places and 
embassies and all manner of fine things, 
Turkish beauties, and what not? and 
there was Anne, with her fine sentimentsi 
and morak, and heroics, bidding you be 
a ^ good boy, and not listen to naughff 
women!** 

♦* I am gb* to see you can be so 
merry, Jane," said Lady Anne. 

^ Merry V^ cried Lady Jane. 

•« Well ; light-hearted, if you wffl.**' 

•* Light hearted 1 Othe weightof sucfi 
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A^ he wh^jWiost Misfotmne's scourge has felt, 
will *tell yoiii Laughter is the child of Misery*.' 

My .mifth i§ embroidery on z..paH,; k is a 
gajj^ and gliitering mantle. wrapped round 
a corpse. O Anne! 1$ the briUiaijtcy o£t 
lightmog wholesome? Is the hectic qC fe*^. 
ver healthy ? Are these feded cheeks, these x, 
hoUaw, e]^8, signs of mirth and light- heart- 
edness? Nay, mock me not, jny cousin !»• *. 
But check those tears, Anne: I deserve - 
them not. — Gracious Heaven ! what ja. 
contrast!" (sedng her own &ce and 
L^^jly Anne*s together, in the glassO 
"Look at- that cheek — evoi^ pufe, an4 
wholesome as the mind to which it be- 
longs,; and jet it is an older cheek than 
mine ! Anne, indeed I am very generous 
not tohateypu*" 
^*' Janf ! I must i^vfere,?* cried P«r- 

* See Miss feaillie's Plays. ^ ,;" 

vqmhnM^i^ o cy: 



'**'■ 
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cy :— .«« yon di^ess y6uf -coti^ti, said me 
too; My dear love, ^u are very iservotis 
and irritable to-day, and fahclfdl j— 4 
doubt that — " 

'** Yes, you are right; I am unde^ the 
iilfluence of a strbng opia^— lDeai« 
Anne! con^pose youredf,- she addedi 
b6t Lady Anne ha^ly quitted the room. 
^^Wor ii the contrast In peiton, greater 
than ill mindi,^* continued Lady Jane^ 
^'How strange it IS 1 Hie only wish of 
her pure and innocent heart was dk^ 
appointed, y^t she h^d hdretomse to 
dissipation or vice. She did nfyt fit h^r 
sdf to escclaim with the |)det:-~ 

. * — aU this gMdy waste of years j,— 

This tiresome roand of, ptlliog pleasures ! 

Hadst thoa been mine^, had all been hushM^ 
This cheek, now pale with eailytict, '' * 

.with passion's hectic ne*er^d flui^M^ •. . 
fiat idoam'd in calm dcEBOBllicipielir ;- 

while 
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whUe I^ h^i^y in every . gvmted wish of 
millet I Qfx^l^ v^i exist wit^t taking 
drams for^oth P' . . 

" Drams?" 

- ** Aye, drains :-^rwhat is gaming but 
a m^^ dram— *an aUemation of ho|^ 
and lear, which the cUsapfioixiC^ and the 
wretched fly to, men and womw $3ted 
and sick of every things in order to gjbre 
them that artificial interest which tbm 
feelii^ are become incapable of? But I 
was uQf disappointed-^! was hs^y:-— 
^ Ue^ed beyond my «exV charter; * 
and yet I gamed, and yet I squandered 
money ! and yet I wasted the most pre-> 
cious years of Ufe in heartless dissipation! - 
O why did ytiii ^afve me^fratn an un-^ 
conscious death ? fot, if I am cbnscious> 
my death^bed will be a dreadful one." 

" My dear Jw?,'* said Pgrcy, " this 
distressixigagitaMS)fia« the result of too 

\ ..V o 2 frequent 
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frequent stimuli and want of sleep ; and 
I insist on your lying down and trybg 
to compose yourself." 

" But will you stay with me ? will 
you watch by me as in our happier 
days?" 

** Yes, I will :— I will do my duty, 
Jane/' 

'^ Your duty ! O Percy ! your duty 
tras your pkasure once ! " 

^^ And is now, dear, cdptious, suspi- 
cious being!** 

^ And you will sit by me ? ** 

« Yes.** 

*' Then perhq)6 I may onte mere 
sleep quietly." And Percy had soon the 
satisfaction of seeing her sinle iflto a tc^ 
lerably composed slumber. 

Such scenes as the foregoing now fre- 
quently tool; place ; and somethnee whfen 
P^cy and ha: coiffiin ui^^ed her to retire 

wib 
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With them and the children to Green Rock^ 
and give up the dissipation into which she 
was again plunging, she very justly re- 
plied,, "I know andie^I the value of these 
rational and virtuous pleasures, which 
you hold out to me ; but I have now 
no power of enjoying them. Rich meats, 
fine fruits, and choice wines are delicious 
things ; but, if one has lost one's taste or 
one's digestion, they are offered to our 
lip in vain ;-^and so it is with me. My 
pursuits compared to yours, are as sour 
small beer to pure Burgundy ! But, if I 
4aa only digest the former, I must 
persist to refuse the latter. You should 
have let me die; and that would have 
been better for us all; — and yet, and 
yet ! After death comes judgement, Anne! . 
And how does my account stand ?:^* 

Though Lady Anne's rigid principles 
made her, wish, to withdraw herself from 

the^ 
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the society of Percy, she gave up all idea 
of leaving Lady Jane while she contmned 
in her present state of mind, because she 
did not think it right that Lady Jane 
should be left to thepainful influence of her 
own corroding reflections ; nor could she 
give up all hope of awakening her, in some 
moment of self-reproach, to strong and 
eflfective efforts towards amendment : so 
difficult is it for affection to relinquish the 
cheering expectation of reforming its ob- 
ject, — so prone is it to hope on, till a r«. 
sistless conviction flashes on the soul, that 
the reformadon, at first improbable per- 
hzpsj is now, even to the sanguine eye of 
love, become impossible* 

But in order to explain the events 
that are soon to follow, I must go back 
to a fete given a few months before 
her illness by Lady Jane. I have be- 
fore said that her taste \^as unrivalled, 

and 
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and her expenditure to gratify it un- 
bounded. An inner apartment, in which 
supper was to be served for the-^ — ~, 
was converted into an entire bower of 
roses — and roses so natural in their ap- 
pearance, and at a distance even in their 
fragrance, especially as real ones were 
mixed with them, that the eye and evela 
the smell were deceived. She had be- 
spoken these admirable flowers of her 
great man on such occasions, and be had 
procured them from a poor man near the 
Seven Dials, who had been taught to 
make them by an indigent Italian who 
;had lodged at his house, and died tha'e. 
This man, whose name was Walters, was 
the most improper person possible to be 
employed for a paymaster like Lady Jane, 
as he always owed his money before he 
earned itj not so mvfch from extra- 
vagance, as from the wish to buy little 
comforts for his wife, on whom he dotedv 

Walters. 
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Walters had seen better days, and his 
pride had not fallen with his fortunes; 
he had a virtuous horror, I may call it, 
both of' a workhouse and a prison ; but 
he wanted at the same time that virtuous 
firmness of character which resists running 
in debt, as the sure precursor of both. As 
soon therefore as his money for the flowers 
was due, he dunned Mr. ■ for it; 

and he, knowing Lady Jane would not pay 
him for years perhaps, refused to advance 
the smallest sum out of his own pocket, 
but desired him to go with his demand ta 
Xady Jane herself, and say he sent hinu 
JL.ady Jane therefore got the bill, accom- 
panied by a statement of great poverty ; 
4ind she had on this occasion the feeling, 
.and the justice, to go to Percy with the 
«tccouat/ which amounted to a consider* 
able sum, as since the fete he had made 
for her roses and other flowers, Percy 
immediately gave her the money ; but 

that 
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that evening she bat it all at the card- 
table, and the poor wife of Walters was 
dismissed the next day with promises in* 
stead of payment. Again and again she 
came, till Ellis once more presented 
the account to Lady Jane, who started 
with conscious baseness when she saw it : 
nor could she be easy till she told Lady 
Anne the circumstance, and received mo-- 
ney to discharge it. But the next morn- 
ing a tale of woe was presented to her of 
a V2ry shocking kind j and as the general 
patroness of distress. Lady Jane gave to 
Charity what she ought to have given ta* 
Justice, and Mrs. Walters was again dis- 
missed unpaid. — ^This was certainly an; 
aggravated case \ but still, severe was the- 
retribution. 

Pbor Walters, oppressed' with debts, 
though two^hirds of the money due would 
have paid them all, continued to dun by. 

tur^s Mr. ^ and Lady Jane ; but the 

o 5 latter 
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latter never heard of his repeated appHdi* 
tionsj as the rule of the house wits, not to 
trouble their lady till creditors grew very 

clamorous j and Mr. ; still refused to 

pay him, because he was not yet paid kirn- 
self. To fruitless dunning soon succeeded 
the mischievous alternative of drinking. 
The patience of Walters's creditors was at 
last exhausted ; and one day, when to the 
temporary exhilaration of dram*drinking 
had succeeded its consequent irritation 
and exhaustion, two bailifl^ entered his 
now denuded apartment, and produced a 
writ against him. In vain his wife 
shrieked, and knelt, and prayed for titae ; 
it could not be granted, and poor Wal- 
ters must go to prison. They had just 
been eating their dinner (alas ! their last 
meal together), and the table was not 
cleared. 

" You know, Fanny," said he, " I have 
always said I never would go to prison, — 

nor 
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japj- will I ^ow;*' ap4 io an instant he, cut 
Jiis throat with the knife with which he bad 
-be^n eating, and sunk a bleeding C9rp5e 
on the floor. 

His wife— hut she, I hope, was ^ared 
some agonies, even by the violence of 
those she endured^ as all sense was imme- 
diately suspended in her^ and re^on com- 
pletely overthrowBU So that in ten days 
after her poor husband's suicide she was 
the inmate of a mad-house ! whence, how- 
ever, she had been dismissed as cured, at 
the very time that Lady Jjane was first 
able to visit as usual. 

Lady Anne and Percy had at length 
$U09eeded, they thpught^ in calming Lady 
Jane- s mind, and convincing^ her that, ifi 
she w,ould but forgo her bad habits, she 
would in time acquire good ones, and 
that the virtues of her future Ufe (and she 
was not jiBt thirty) wpuld expiate, they 
trusted^ the follies of her youth.. 

'\ '^^ ' ' '' ^' ^ ' ' ■ But 
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Bat Lady Ji^e was naot so Hkely to 
aanend her conduct^ as tnanj odier wo^ 
men under her circomstances would 
have been ; because she bad dlose poptP- 
lar virtues which throw a gHtteriAg veft 
over the vices of a character^ and thereby 
bestow on Jt a &lse radiance difficuh to 
detect* Lady Jane knew that those errors 
which had injured her husband's peace 
and fortune, and lowered ber in his 
esteem, wer€ either not known to the 
world, or were forgotten in her deeds of 
charity, her active benevoknce, and the 
fascinations of ber person: and though 
lier heart was woupded by a sense of her 
faults, it required more strength of mind 
than she possessed, to break through ha- 
bits the indulgence of which did not 
destroy that popularity which was her fa- 
vourite idol. 

• Perhaps there are no characters so dan- 
gerous 14 society as those which unite 

great 
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great vhtues trith gwat h^kSiTttid sfeduce 
•by the former into imitation or toleratioii 
ef the latter; while the unwafy Imimtor, 
who would haVe shrunk with aversion 
irom the contagbn of errors uftaccbmpa- 
Tfiied by the attractions of virtues, becomes 
a prey to the one unconsciously, by meam 
of the other,— 'as he, who would on prin- 
ciple' reject the alcohol of a dram-shop, 
eagerly and unconsciously swallows the 
pernicious spirit when hidden in the pa^ 
ktable shape of a liqueur. 

'' Well, give me only till the season is 
ever/* said Lady Jane one evening, " and 
then I will turn hermit and live at Greea^ 
Tlock^ And then 



■^may I breathe my lastj 



Blesb'd by the tongues tli^ chdTm'd my youthful 

ear, 
Moum'd by the few my soul acknowledged herv 
Deplored by those 19 early days al^ed, 
And unremember'd by the world beside ! * . ^ 

But 
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But I am now.so m<M?fe mj^ff^i^^iVfSf 
lQok$» ths^ I begin itoT^if^:Spci^<^;;(g^ 
Sce^ Anw> don't ypu jBtup]k.;I,ai9 ssery 
good-looking tonight ? Butlamoptjcyi^ 
drQ3$ed'y<efi« When I hurst on yqit in ail 
my glory> I flatter mysdf yw will adp 



mir^'* 



** Poor soul ! in all h^ ^^/e^y / I^ ^^ 
awQmw'8 glory?" md L^y Anne to 
herself ^aiKl she was glad t^ be roused 
from a painCul reverie by tl^e entrance of 
Percy and the chUdrea, 

^^ I tboi^ht you weregCH^g with Lady 
Jane," said Percy ^ — ** No — I have a bad 
iieadach, and wish to go to rest early/* she 
replied ; — when, dressed mpst becomiiigly 
in a robe of white satin^ and in a blaze 
of jewels, Lady Jane entered theroom*. 

" I flatter myself, good people,** cried 
^e gaily, " tliat I am quite bea^tiful to* 
night. — I have coloured my cheeks as 
like Anne's as poss&le, and what with ju^ 

dicious 
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ffli&icms displays, aiitt more j\idicioud cot^ 
ceakne&ts, I think lam qmte the tiring/* 
' ** Tou lo6k 3ie*^y6ung bride, Jaoe^** 
said Percy. 

*^ If I look 1/dUng I am tonfented, ^ I 
do not wfeh to be a bride again." 

Alas! she was more like a vicdm 
dressed for sacrifice. 

^* Well, my darlings,'* said she to the 
boys, '* I see you are dazzled by my 
jewels. But, in truth, as the wise Cornelia 
said, you are my jewels ; and I trust that 
ere long I shall prove by my actions that 
I think so." 

** God speed the time !" cried Percy*— • 
** Amen !'* said Lady Aniie ; while Lady 
Jane, affectionately kissing her,^ said with 
one of her sweetest smiles, " Aye, kind, 
good Anne, I know I have always 
your good wishes ; and when I deserve 
your good word too, it will be the 

proudest 
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proudest day of my life." — ^Percy nowihi 
tserrupted her, to bid her good nighty as 
he must go to the House^ being alr^dy 
later than he wished to be: Soon after 
his departure, her carriage was announced, 
and Lady Jane took leave of her children 
and Lady Anne, which she did with 
much of her former playfulness; and turn- 
ing back at the door, she kissed her 
hand, smiling as in her happiest hours, — 
destined, alas ! to smile no more in this 
world. — A crowd, as usual, had assem* 
bled at the steps, where her carriage 
usually waited some time, to see Lady 
lane get in. She now appeared brilliant 
and beautiful as ever, and stopped an in- 
stant on the last step, perhaps for the 
pleasure of displaying herself. At this 
instant a woman rushed up to her, and 
almost buried a knife in her body. Lady 
Jane shrieked and fell, while the incensed 

populace 
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populace seized the assassin, an(][ one of 
the servants drew t^e knife out of the 
wound. ., 

Lady Anne had luckily just sent the 
hoys to bed, who had beea allowed as a 
frolic to sit up till eleven j — for the 
shriek reached her ears, and she flew ra* 
pidly into the hall. Alas ! what a sight 
met her view ! That beloved being, wh(> 
had so lately left her radiant with con- 
scious loveliness^ and full of renewed hope 
of happiness to come, now ble^ng an<i 
motionlessj^ borne on the servant's arms^ 
and probably in the very agonies of death! 
A deep groan burst from Lady Anne» 
which roused the senses of the sufferer ; 
and Lady Jane, opening her eyes, recog* 
nised the pale and agonized countenance 
which bent over heat in tearless, speechless^ 
sorrow, and shaking her head- mourn-, 
fully, she motioned to lay her head oa 
her bosom. Jennings, ipean while, had 

ordered. 
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ordered the coachman to drive foil speed 
to the House for hk master, but only to 
say an accident had happened to his lady. 

" What is to te d<me with the mur- 
derer, ttiy tedy?^* said one of the ser- 
vants to Lady Aime. 

"Murderer}** cried she shuddering. 

" Yes, my lady, — this is she ;** and 
Lady Jafte, involuntarily following the di- 
rection of his eyes, saw a poor wild 
wretched-looking woman held between 
t^iro men. 

** Take that woman away! take her 
away! the sight cJf her di$tracts me!^ 
said Lady Anne with a scr^m of horror ; 
and she was taken into a room below. 
- ^* Who is she, do you know ?** mur^ 
mured Lady Jane, who as yet resisted 
their wishes to carry her up st^rs. 

" I don't know who she is, my kdy, 
but she says h^r name is Walters.** 

" Walters i" muttered Lady Jane, 

"Waltersl 
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*^ Wakers! I should know.,'./' andsiid^ 
denly recollecting her; debt to the poor 
flower-man, she hid her face in Lady 
Anne*s bosooi, and groaned piteowly. 

" Do, dear^t Jane, let w renwve you 
up stairs," said Lady Anne. 

" No, — lest I bleed to death before 
Percy comes." Nor, when, a surgecm 
arrived, would she allow herself to be 
examined till Percy came. 

Percy had left Lady Jane that evening 
with much of his former tenderness to* 
wards her renewed. She had lodced 
more like her former self than she had 
lately done. She had promised well, too : 
she had looked and spoken ^ like a mo« 
ther ; and ever apt to regard the bright 
side of every thing, he had, on his way to 
the House, felt happier and more satisfied 
with bi^ wife and his prospects than he 
had done .for years • . • • when, on his ap«> 

proaching 
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preaching tTie house, he was met by a 
man who told him his carriage was wait- 
ing for him. Alarmed he knew not why, 
he rushed hastily forward, exclaiming,. 
*' John, what is the matter?'** 

" My lady, su*/' replied the man, 
scarcely able ta speak, ^' an accident to 
my lady ! " And Percy,, not daring to ask 
more, was driven home in a state of terri- 
ble anxiety. But his wildest fears could 
»ot have imagined a more dreadful scene 
than awaited him on his entrance to that 
borne, which he had quitted so full of 
joyful expectarion, and his feelings were 
$till more agonized by what he heard 
^om th^ crowd at the door. 

** Percy is come!** whispered Lady 
Anne, averting her eyes from the over- 
coming agony of Percy's look, while with 
an exclamation of horror he rushed for- 
ward to clasp the poor victim in his arms. 

"Ohl 
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** Oh ! who has done this ?'* exclaimed he, 
dreading to be told that it was the hand 
of revenge. 

" A mad person," replied Lady Anne, 
*' who is in custody ; but more of that 
hereafter. She would not be moved or 
examined till you came, and Oh ] the time 
has been very long ! !" 

" Let Percy carry me," faltered out 
Lady Jane; and his scalding tears fell on 
her bosom, while he bore her in Im^ 
troubling arms to her own apartmait* 
Lady Jane was right ; the motion, slight 
as it was, made the blood gush out afresh, 
and she fainted before she was laid on 
the bed. By this time two of the first 
surgeons in London were arrived, whom 
Lady Anne had sent for j and having cut 
away her dress, the wound was examined. 
It was deep, but they hoped not mortal; 
jet there was ^reat danger to be appre- 
hended. 
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herided, danger df^a morfification. Mean- 
whHef Lady Jane had recovered from her 
swoon, but her countenance wore the set- 
tled habit of de^>air ; and Percy, unable 
to bear the scene, left the room f6r a 
whife. It then occurred fo hhn that it 
wits fight he should mterrogate Ac mur- 
derer ; and though J^mings violently op- 
posed his doing it, he was resolted, dnd 
w^t into the r6om below. ^* A wo- 
nililiP exdaif»ted he, aVermig Ms head 
With agony from the being wiio hdd per- 
haps murdered his wife:** What^ poor 
wretch ! could lead you to such a cnrne?" 

" She is mad, dear wr,'' said Jennings 
eageriy. - 

*^ Yes,— I am mad,^' repfi^she, •« but 
then who made me so ? Ttfjrliidy Percy !" 

Percy started, but skid^ '^ Cto on— who 
are you ? '' ^ ; o , 

" lam nobody 410W, andhavenothing; * 
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but I was onc^.'W^alter^jtbe fl(w?pr-pi&Mr'fi 

h<^py wife } — for Jie w?j^ tjie best of hu?^ 

bands." :; ,. , 

^' And where IS: ^eF.'fask^d^JPefcy* 
*Mn heaven^ I hppe^.thqug^^ha^ dUd 

cut his throat rather t^ gQ to , prist^o^- 

beca^se my I.ady Perpy wq^ld 40t p^i 
him^ aad so he raa in debt ! '* 

Here> if Jainifl^s. had not ^sup|ipitecL 
him, Percy would have fallen on the- 
ground, wd the woman wei^ on, for he* 
could not interrupt her. — ^ — ^** Well,-^^ 
saw him die ;— and jbr two monthsl was, 
I fancy, dead too^ — but I came to life 
again^ and went hom^ — to a home with« 
out Walters : but as soon as I got set- 
tled, he 2^>peBred to me ; but I wcm't tell 
what he said, though I did as he bade me, 
*-^^d that very night amongst some rub-, 
bidi I found the very knife he used to 
kill himself^ . Oh ! says I, this is what he 
meant :— «o I hid it in my bosom, for I 

knew 
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knew a use for it,— Smd I did as Walters 
bade me, and 1 reveoged him,, for I have 
killed Lady Percy/* 

Percy could beat "Ao more, and was 
rushing out of the room^ — but making a 
^eat effort, he trniaed back, saymg, " See 
that, she is kindly and humandy treated, 
for the poor creature is certamly ir^neJ* 
^^— IVue J but he felt only too bitterly that 
«he hald** method in her madness,** 2nd he^ 
\trell recollected giving Lady Jane mostey 
to i»y Walters a flowesi'.maa. * j 

The poor wcnnan had, on her return 
home, found by accident the knife her^ 
husband had i^ed in bis suidde ; and the 
sight of it hs^ving oveiMt her reason again. 
Her 'bewildered bmin had fisincied she saw 
Waiters, and that he told her to kill Lady 
Jane, and with that same weapon. 

It was certainly with indreased s^ony 
that Percy returned into his w^s apart* 
meUt, who was now undressed, aad lying 

composedly 
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composedly iit her bed,r*<*'Whit6 Ladf 
Aime, white zhif motionless as^a s^fUe^ 
stood gazing on her in tnoomliil silence. 
" Let me speak to jott cme moment,'^ 
said Percy, aJaroied at her death«like ap* 
pearatice^ and Lady Anne suflimd him to 
lead her from the bed. — " Do you BO!* 
remember the name of Walters, a flower- 
man, wbo made those beautiful rbs^ for 
oae of the poor soul's f6tes ?'* 

«< I do*— but 1 also know that this biH 
was paid^ for I gare her money to pay it/' 
^* Aye^— and so did J; but depend 
upon it, it was never paidi*' 
"No!" 

•* Thoiigh^ the poor woman be mad, 
her story is btit too probable!" 

^' No, no— I will hear no more," said 
Lady Amte, timrfng very faint, and lay- 
iog her head on Lady Jane*s pillow. Per- 
cy, too restiesB to be stationary, and 
anxious to know the truth, now went itr 
VOL. 1. p search 
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search of Ellis, and interrogated her so 
closely, that Ellis, bursting into tears^ 
cpngrmed all the woman had said ; add- 
ing that, though she knew the end of the 
unhappy Walters, she had carefully kept 
it from Lady Jane, for she well knew how 
it would afflict hen 

" Dreadful I " ^id Percy to himself, 
** what a fate is mine ! for I must in justice 
and humanity maintain through her future* 
existence the being who has deprived my 
wife of hers ! Yet I must do i^^ — i^iust, 
where I can, atone for the errors of the 
wretched Jane!" 

Percy now returned to the apartment of 
the sufferer, but he forbore to ^ame to 
Lady Anne what he saw she wished tore- 
main ignorant of. That night Lady Jane, 
though she did not sleep, lay quiet and 
silent, except that every jaow and then 
she groaned dreadfully ; and when La(ty 
Anne, who never moved frpm lier, ten- 

derly 
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derly inquired whether it was pain from 
the wound that occasioned her to groan, 
she shook her head, and faintly mur- 
mured — " Pain of the mind ! — Pain 
of the mind !*' Percy meanwhile wan"- 
dered from room to room, too wretched 
to sit stilly and too anxious concerning 
his unhappy wife to think of endeavour- 
ing to take repose. 

Early in the morning the surgeons 
came again, and seemed to think unfa- 
vourably of the appearance of the wound, 
"while Lady Jane fixed hef eager eyes on 
their face as if she would read their every 
thought. When they had ended their 
consultation, Lady Anne followed them 
out to ask their real opinion, and Lady 
Jane was therefore left alone with the 
physician who attended with them. — 
" I cannot make out entirely,** said 
Lady Jane in a sort of whisper to him, 
*• who it was that thus wounded me : 
p 2 do 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



do ytmkwm^ wi for t feel thsit 1 

j^hoH](4 l^e mufib ^aesiV if I knew the 

^hole trmh^, <^ , then I ^shoukl be spared 

^U99e <yer«estke$ coDjectorcs :^ r*— aad 

the physiqaOj miH lu^pecuog tbikt she bad 

, a dueto Mx9. WsJlorsVbteody deed whkh 

}ie bad ^^» ^synd feeling that angm^h and 

restiesm^ in l»er ^ua^on must be mis* 

chievous^ told her thai a ipad womaa^of 

the Qaene of W^tem bad wounded lMr;:a 

poor wDoaan, ^bo had goneiiutd ib reside* 

queoct of seeing iM-liti^^aiyi cat histhroat 

tp moid gdog to pi^on for-debt.^ And as 

vaovL 3^ he >bad ^said tbJ9, ti^ saw Lady 

iime hide Iver &oe in ^e bed<lot^e$» aad 

heard her utter gt^odiis to Which 'he eeuld 

Bottendore to Jwten, titi Lady Aiine^ver- 

beariog her ran into the room, with a 

face even of more woe than she had when 

she quitted ir. As soon "afs the p^y»cian 

was gone. Lady Jane «lawly and with 

great eflSort told ber^ ^ found ber sus- 

picions 
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picbns true, ^md that it liad been bhad for 
Woorf 7— ^ndr cbtild Lady Aune^s dedara- 
fions of %norane6 on tW subject, which 
were literally true, at ail treaken TJady 
Jane's hbrriHe btrtf just convicittens: — ^ 
** Let me unburthen my mind to som^ 
one,** said she.--^*' ShaH I send for your 
uncte?'* asked Lady Anne-— ^iSTo!'* 
rfi« replied, ** I wiH see hhn before I die, 
but I vnM not sfaodc his atfectbns and 
wound his pride by unveBJng to him the 
whplc of his tiiece's dcfinquency/* But 
bdbre any clergyman could arrite a violent 
delirium came on, and hrer chidren whom 
she had wished to see were forbidden to 
enter. 

What were not the agonies of Percy 
and Lady Anne, to iind that the images 
uppermost in her mind were the self« 
murdered Walters and his frantic wife! 
** Look 1 there they are ! *' she exclaimed^ 
<* Take them awayi take them away t** 
p 3 while 
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while she pathetically prayed her hus- 
band and her cousin to shield her from 
their wrath, and from their just retri- 
bution. 

Alas ! while she was thus severely ex- 
piating the result of error, which, though 
not leading to intentional guilt, yet from 
its pernicious magnitude was as dreadful 
in its consequence as guilt which had 
been intended, the newspapers were full 
of loud laments for her danger, and loud 
execrations of her assa^in. The son* 
neteer wrote and published verses de- 
claring the probable extinction of such a 
luminary as Lady Jane Percy to be as 
much to be tireaded as that of the sun 
himself J for that her bounty and in- 
. fluence, like his, diffused happiness and 
plenty on all around her : while relations, 
friends, acquaintances, and even stran- 
gers, thronged her door from night till 
morning with inquirieaafter ber situation ; 

and 
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dnd' etttt the gayest assemblfes' vme 
rendeped gteotnyi by the appeiarance in 
etery comer ^ th^ tbottk erf groups eVi- 
demly formed to StsKn^ss tiie motifnlal 
fate of thfe^^»*aff certiafi diteiniait arid 
delight of every steHae that ihe honout^ 
vmh her prcisehce; and ok her table at 
home^ the -eye of the utihappy and cori- 
BCRHis ^bu^attd wa^ eontmtialty met hy 
books^ in the first page trf which he read 
a de^aiion^ pra^g Lady fane Percy as 
the moetexiafeed, tnost benevolent, arid 
ffitet spotlesd of "h^ sex ; till maddened 
by -wlwtt to him appeared mockery at 
^udi a irioment, fee used to dash the 
lying pages with indignation on the 
ground. 

But if it was agony to therii to witness 
Lady Jane*s delirium, it was even ten-fold 
pain to watch beside h^r dying bed 
when deHrium had subsided, when mor- 
tification had actually taken place, when 

returning^ 
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returning sense, and absence from pain, 
proclaimed her dissolution near, and she 
was at her own earnest desire assured that 
her fate was inevitable. 

" And is it really so ? And must I 
die ?" she violently exclaimed, — "1, who 
am so ill prepared for death ! I, who 
have wasted what all the good value and 
improve in vicious pleasures, and neglect 
of positive dudes ! *' 

"Jane, Jane! have mercy on me!'* 
«aid Percy, falling on his knees beside her, 
and kissing her clenched hand, clenched 
with the agony of her soul. ** Look at 
your poor cousin ! $ee how she suffers — 
and do not torture us thus. " 

♦^Suffers! she suffers! Why the greatest 
sufferings of virtue like hers, are plea- 
sures to the pangs 1 feel from the con- 
sciousness of guilt ! Do you forget,*' she 
wildly added, " that there is Hood upon 
my conscience f*' 

« These 
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" These are the ravings of a distem- 
pered imagination, dearest Jane. Do 
yourself justice ! Remember your virtues 
as well as your failings ! Remember you 
have been a forid, faithful wife ! " 

** And with such a husband that was^ 
great merit, was it not ?'* she said with 
^n ironical smile. — Here she paused ; for 
a sudden alteration took place in her 
countenance, - and Lady Anne's ever 
watchful eye read in it the approaches of 
death, i 

** Quick, quick,!*' cried Lady Jane^ 
** send for my uncle ! — let me — let me^^— 
have his prayers in my last moments!'* 
And Ellis ran into the apartment below to 
fetch both her uncles, who in mour-nful 
silence were waiting to attend the death- 
bed of one who had ever been the pride 
and often the ^hapm of their existence. 
But they arrived too late. Lady Jane 
again deplored her past life, her wa^te pf 

time. 



9 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



$22 LAIXY ANNS AND LADY lAfUR, 

tlme^ her neglta of her cousia's prec^ 
and example, the distress sbe had occa- 
cicEied boxh to her and to ha:" hu^Uaad ; 
wben^ f^ddcaiy:'' seuoag ladf Juateh 
handy she exdaimed, ^^Pray tor me! 
pray £or me, Aan^ I am dyiag! snd 
Oh ! how full of 4fMd U how full of re* 
hictance! Tet, let me die pa^fbtmog 
one just deed." — Then ptxtting Lady 
Anne's hand in that of Fer<cy'^ dbe jotned 
and pressed them togedier^ and. tried toes- 
press her wishes and her meaning. But the 
power of utterance was: goae i. aAdv press- 
ing their united bands ta her cdd^ clammy 
lipSj she seemed^ aa she raised her eyei 
^ Heaven, to murmur an inward prayer; 
and sinking back on her pillow she ex- 
pired without a.groan. 

END or VOL. I. » 
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